
Combined

Wednesday, April 2, 2025

Great Beginnings Webinar Series 2025

Date and Time: Wednesday, April 2 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm

Join the Durham District School Board (DDSB) Early Years Department and community partners for the Great Beginnings Virtual Family

Introduction Series. Parents/Guardians are invited to attend five webinar sessions to learn more about what they can expect as their child

enters Kindergarten at the DDSB and hear helpful tips from the experts! 

Kindergarten kick-off at the DDSB!

April 2, 2025 @ 6:00 pm

Register for April 2

Is your child registered for Kindergarten at the DDSB? Are you curious about what they might learn during thei
r first two years of school? Do you wonder about what a “typical Kindergarten day” might look like? This “kic
k-off to Kindergarten” webinar will provide families with information and tips to help prepare children for this 
new and exciting chapter in their young lives: Kindergarten! Families will be provided with general information
about The Kindergarten Program, an explanation of play-based learning, things to consider when preparing for 
September, and helpful tips for a successful transition.

Presenters: Samantha Churchill, Lorra Walter, Amanda Gleed, Conor Jinkinson, Kristin Bennett, Karina Bogard
ts, Smita Sharma

Getting Ready for Kindergarten: Building Social-Emotional Skills

April 16, 2025 @ 6:30 pm

Register for April 16

Starting kindergarten is a major milestone in a child’s life and preparing them for this transition goes beyond ac
ademic skills. Kindergarten readiness is not just about knowing letters and numbers; it’s about nurturing conne
ction with others, navigating emotions, and adapting to new environments. In this session, you’ll discover how 
social emotional skills can help prepare your child for this exciting journey, while setting the stage for meaning
ful learning, connection, and well-being.

Presenter(s): Steffanie Pelleboer

The Power of Loose Parts Play: Strengthening Whole Child Development

April 29, 2025 @ 6:00 pm

Register for April 29

Discover the power of “loose parts play” and how it fuels creativity, problem-solving, and overall development 

https://ddsb.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_YdS33GqJRduFQK0PkSoIZg
https://ddsb.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Uqzh4xrWScai-W2MyY5eow
https://ddsb.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN__2iCtMU1Rt-NHee6O2lTvw


in young children. In this fun and informative webinar, we’ll explore what loose parts are, where to find them, a
nd simple ways to incorporate them into your child’s daily life. You’ll gain practical tips and easy-to-implement
strategies to create an environment that encourages curiosity, independent thinking, and whole-child developme
nt—without the need for expensive toys. Join us and unlock the endless possibilities of loose parts play! Join A
ngela Odusanya for this wonderful learning opportunity!

Presenter(s): Angela Odusanya

Fine Motor Skills for School

May 14, 2025 @ 6:00 pm

Register for May 14

Join Grandview Kid's Occupational Therapists as they talk about the fine motor skills needed to support not onl
y printing and using scissors, but also such important things as doing up zippers, and opening snack containers. 
We will learn about the development of fine motor skills and fun activities to do at home to help your child be r
eady for Kindergarten.  We will also share information about OT services in your school.

Presenters: Anna Murray, Suvaathy Vigneswaran

Ready, Set, Kindergarten: Building Self-Care Skills for Success

May 29, 2025 @ 6:00 pm

Register for May 29

Every child grows at a unique pace, but the important piece to focus on is that they are making progress as they get ready for kindergarten. Building self-c

are skills means supporting your child to look after their own needs (e.g., dressing themselves, toileting on their own). This session will help you gain know

ledge about self-care skills and learn strategies to support your child in the areas of school readiness and physical independence skills.”

Presenters: Chandecia French, Jenn Sullivan, Carly Guile, (additional staff from EarlyON still to be named)

World Autism Awareness Day

Date and Time: Wednesday, April 2 11:55 pm

Thursday, April 3, 2025

SEAC Meeting

Date and Time: Thursday, April 3 6:30 pm

Members of the public who wish to observe SEAC meetings in person as guests are required to pre-register as s
pace is limited. To pre-register, please complete the registration form. Confirmation of your pre-registration a
long with additional details will be shared prior to the meeting. Once pre-registration capacity has been reached,
public viewing will be available through the livestream link only.

Durham District School Board is committed to ensuring a safe and respectful environment for everyone in atte
ndance at public meetings. All participants are expected to be respectful, not interrupt the meeting proceedings 

https://ddsb.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_wS-Tfg9hSh2tdWOC74U_UQ
https://ddsb.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_OTzsIJd3Sfuaty5BdOoBYA
https://forms.ddsb.ca/Special-Education-Advisory-Committee-SEAC/SEAC-Meetings-Public-Gallery
https://www.ddsb.ca/en/about-ddsb/board-meetings.aspx


and to follow the Code of Conduct for Public Meetings.

SEAC Meeting

Date and Time: Thursday, April 3 6:30 pm

Members of the public who wish to observe SEAC meetings in person as guests are required to pre-register as s
pace is limited. To pre-register, please complete the registration form. Confirmation of your pre-registration a
long with additional details will be shared prior to the meeting. Once pre-registration capacity has been reached,
public viewing will be available through the livestream link only.

Durham District School Board is committed to ensuring a safe and respectful environment for everyone in atte
ndance at public meetings. All participants are expected to be respectful, not interrupt the meeting proceedings 
and to follow the Code of Conduct for Public Meetings.

Monday, April 7, 2025

Standing Committee Meeting

Date and Time: Monday, April 7 7:00 pm

Members of the public are welcome to attend any public Board or Standing Committee meeting and can watch the livestream on YouTube.  Doors will open 3

0 minutes prior to the start of every meeting. If attending in-person, the doors to the building will close at 7:10 p.m. for Board and Standing Committee meetin

gs and at the designated start time of the meeting for any other in-person meetings.  Anyone who arrives after that may not be able to access the building as t

he doors will be locked.  

 
The DDSB is committed to a safe and respectful environment for all Board and Standing Committee Meetings. All individuals attending in-person will be requ

ired to sign in and show photo identification for the purposes of verifying their identity. Individuals that do not wish to sign in may choose to participate in the 

meeting virtually through the livestream. All participants are expected to be respectful and not interrupt the meeting proceedings. In the interest of maintaining

 that, should there be any conflict between members of the audience or any meeting disruptions, people in attendance may be directed to leave the premises. 

 
Every regular Board meeting includes a Public Question Period. To ask a question, please complete a public question form prior to the Board meeting. Ques

tions may be approved at the discretion of the Chair of the Board and related approved questions may be consolidated. There is no Public Question Period du

ring Standing Committee meetings or Special Board meetings. 

 
Please Note: The public question form will open on Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. and close on Friday at 12:00 p.m. before the Board meeting.

 
Questions selected will be displayed in the Board Room during Public Question Period along with the corresponding response. All questions that are selected 

for consideration and responses will be posted on the DDSB website subsequent to the meeting. All questions submitted will be shared with Trustees for their

 awareness. 

Wednesday, April 9, 2025

Vimy Ridge Day

Date and Time: Wednesday, April 9 11:55 pm

https://www.ddsb.ca/en/about-ddsb/board-meetings.aspx
https://forms.ddsb.ca/Special-Education-Advisory-Committee-SEAC/SEAC-Meetings-Public-Gallery
https://www.ddsb.ca/en/about-ddsb/board-meetings.aspx
https://forms.ddsb.ca/Public-Question-Period/Public-Question-Period
https://forms.ddsb.ca/Public-Question-Period/Public-Question-Period
https://forms.ddsb.ca/Public-Question-Period/Public-Question-Period


Saturday, April 12, 2025

Passover/Pesach (April 12-20)

Date and Time: Saturday, April 12 5:00 pm

Sunday, April 13, 2025

Tamil and Sinhala New Year (April 13-14)

Date and Time: Sunday, April 13 5:00 pm

Palm Sunday

Date and Time: Sunday, April 13 11:55 pm

Monday, April 14, 2025

Vaisakhi

Date and Time: Monday, April 14 11:55 pm

Tuesday, April 15, 2025

Education Finance Committee Meeting

Date and Time: Tuesday, April 15 6:30 pm

The Durham District School Board (DDSB) will hold its 2025-2026 budget deliberation meetings in the following upcoming public ses
sions. All meetings will be held in-person at the DDSB Education Centre and will be live-streamed on DDSB’s YouTube Live channel.

·        Tuesday, April 15, 2025 at 6:30 p.m.
o   Public Deputations to the Education Finance Committee
o   Overview of the 2025-2026 Core Education Funding

·        Tuesday, May 13, 2025 at 7:00 p.m.
o   Presentation of the 2025-2026 draft budget

·        Tuesday, May 27, 2025 at 7:00 p.m.
o   Public Deputations to the Education Finance Committee
o   Presentation of the updated draft budget

·        Tuesday, June 3, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. (if required)
o   Presentation of the updated draft budget (if required)
 



Members of the public and Durham District School Board community groups are welcome to prepare a written submission or mak
e a public presentation to the Education Finance Committee at the April 15, 2025 or May 27, 2025 meetings. Please contact Krist
in Talbot, Executive Assistant, at 905-666-6459 or by email at kristin.talbot@ddsb.ca.

Requests for the April 15, 2025 meeting must be received no later than April 9, 2025, at noon.
Requests for the May 27, 2025 meeting must be received no later than May 21, 2025, at noon.

 

Members of the public are welcome to attend the meeting and can watch the livestream on YouTube.  Doors wil
l open 30 minutes prior to the start of the meeting. If attending in-person, the doors to the building will close at 
the designated start time of the meeting.  Anyone who arrives after that may not be able to access the building as
the doors will be locked. 

The DDSB is committed to a safe and respectful environment for all Board and Standing Committee Meetings. 
All individuals attending in-person will be required to sign in and show photo identification for the purposes of
verifying their identity. Individuals that do not wish to sign in may choose to participate in the meeting virtually
through the livestream. All participants are expected to be respectful and not interrupt the meeting proceedings. 
In the interest of maintaining that, should there be any conflict between members of the audience or any meetin
g disruptions, people in attendance may be directed to leave the premises.

Wednesday, April 16, 2025

Great Beginnings Webinar Series 2025

Date and Time: Wednesday, April 16 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm

Join the Durham District School Board (DDSB) Early Years Department and community partners for the Great Beginnings Virtual Family

Introduction Series. Parents/Guardians are invited to attend five webinar sessions to learn more about what they can expect as their child

enters Kindergarten at the DDSB and hear helpful tips from the experts! 

Kindergarten kick-off at the DDSB!

April 2, 2025 @ 6:00 pm

Register for April 2

Is your child registered for Kindergarten at the DDSB? Are you curious about what they might learn during thei
r first two years of school? Do you wonder about what a “typical Kindergarten day” might look like? This “kic
k-off to Kindergarten” webinar will provide families with information and tips to help prepare children for this 
new and exciting chapter in their young lives: Kindergarten! Families will be provided with general information
about The Kindergarten Program, an explanation of play-based learning, things to consider when preparing for 
September, and helpful tips for a successful transition.

Presenters: Samantha Churchill, Lorra Walter, Amanda Gleed, Conor Jinkinson, Kristin Bennett, Karina Bogard
ts, Smita Sharma

Getting Ready for Kindergarten: Building Social-Emotional Skills

April 16, 2025 @ 6:30 pm

mailto:kristin.talbot@ddsb.ca
https://ddsb.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_YdS33GqJRduFQK0PkSoIZg


Register for April 16

Starting kindergarten is a major milestone in a child’s life and preparing them for this transition goes beyond ac
ademic skills. Kindergarten readiness is not just about knowing letters and numbers; it’s about nurturing conne
ction with others, navigating emotions, and adapting to new environments. In this session, you’ll discover how 
social emotional skills can help prepare your child for this exciting journey, while setting the stage for meaning
ful learning, connection, and well-being.

Presenter(s): Steffanie Pelleboer

The Power of Loose Parts Play: Strengthening Whole Child Development

April 29, 2025 @ 6:00 pm

Register for April 29

Discover the power of “loose parts play” and how it fuels creativity, problem-solving, and overall development 
in young children. In this fun and informative webinar, we’ll explore what loose parts are, where to find them, a
nd simple ways to incorporate them into your child’s daily life. You’ll gain practical tips and easy-to-implement
strategies to create an environment that encourages curiosity, independent thinking, and whole-child developme
nt—without the need for expensive toys. Join us and unlock the endless possibilities of loose parts play! Join A
ngela Odusanya for this wonderful learning opportunity!

Presenter(s): Angela Odusanya

Fine Motor Skills for School

May 14, 2025 @ 6:00 pm

Register for May 14

Join Grandview Kid's Occupational Therapists as they talk about the fine motor skills needed to support not onl
y printing and using scissors, but also such important things as doing up zippers, and opening snack containers. 
We will learn about the development of fine motor skills and fun activities to do at home to help your child be r
eady for Kindergarten.  We will also share information about OT services in your school.

Presenters: Anna Murray, Suvaathy Vigneswaran

Ready, Set, Kindergarten: Building Self-Care Skills for Success

May 29, 2025 @ 6:00 pm

Register for May 29

Every child grows at a unique pace, but the important piece to focus on is that they are making progress as they get ready for kindergarten. Building self-c

are skills means supporting your child to look after their own needs (e.g., dressing themselves, toileting on their own). This session will help you gain know

ledge about self-care skills and learn strategies to support your child in the areas of school readiness and physical independence skills.”

Presenters: Chandecia French, Jenn Sullivan, Carly Guile, (additional staff from EarlyON still to be named)

Friday, April 18, 2025

https://ddsb.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Uqzh4xrWScai-W2MyY5eow
https://ddsb.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN__2iCtMU1Rt-NHee6O2lTvw
https://ddsb.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_wS-Tfg9hSh2tdWOC74U_UQ
https://ddsb.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_OTzsIJd3Sfuaty5BdOoBYA


Good Friday - schools closed

Date and Time: Friday, April 18 11:55 pm

Holy Friday

Date and Time: Friday, April 18 11:55 pm

Good Friday - schools closed

Date and Time: Friday, April 18 11:55 pm

Sunday, April 20, 2025

Easter (Orthodox)

Date and Time: Sunday, April 20 11:55 pm

Easter Sunday

Date and Time: Sunday, April 20 11:55 pm

First Day of Ridvan

Date and Time: Sunday, April 20 11:55 pm

Monday, April 21, 2025

Easter Monday - schools closed

Date and Time: Monday, April 21 11:55 pm

Easter Monday - schools closed

Date and Time: Monday, April 21 11:55 pm

Tuesday, April 22, 2025



Regular Board Meeting

Date and Time: Tuesday, April 22 7:00 pm

Members of the public are welcome to attend any public Board or Standing Committee meeting and can watch the livestream on YouTube.  Doors will open 3

0 minutes prior to the start of every meeting. If attending in-person, the doors to the building will close at 7:10 p.m. for Board and Standing Committee meetin

gs and at the designated start time of the meeting for any other in-person meetings.  Anyone who arrives after that may not be able to access the building as t

he doors will be locked.  

 
The DDSB is committed to a safe and respectful environment for all Board and Standing Committee Meetings. All individuals attending in-person will be requ

ired to sign in and show photo identification for the purposes of verifying their identity. Individuals that do not wish to sign in may choose to participate in the 

meeting virtually through the livestream. All participants are expected to be respectful and not interrupt the meeting proceedings. In the interest of maintaining

 that, should there be any conflict between members of the audience or any meeting disruptions, people in attendance may be directed to leave the premises. 

 
Every regular Board meeting includes a Public Question Period. To ask a question, please complete a public question form prior to the Board meeting. Ques

tions may be approved at the discretion of the Chair of the Board and related approved questions may be consolidated. There is no Public Question Period du

ring Standing Committee meetings or Special Board meetings. 

 
Please Note: The public question form will open on Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. and close on Friday at 12:00 p.m. before the Board meeting.

 
Questions selected will be displayed in the Board Room during Public Question Period along with the corresponding response. All questions that are selected 

for consideration and responses will be posted on the DDSB website subsequent to the meeting. All questions submitted will be shared with Trustees for their

 awareness. 

Earth Day

Date and Time: Tuesday, April 22 11:55 pm

Wednesday, April 23, 2025

Yom HaShoah (April 23-24)

Date and Time: Wednesday, April 23 5:00 pm

Administrative Professionals Day

Date and Time: Wednesday, April 23 5:00 pm

Tuesday, April 29, 2025

Great Beginnings Webinar Series 2025

Date and Time: Tuesday, April 29 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm

Join the Durham District School Board (DDSB) Early Years Department and community partners for the Great Beginnings Virtual Family

https://forms.ddsb.ca/Public-Question-Period/Public-Question-Period
https://forms.ddsb.ca/Public-Question-Period/Public-Question-Period
https://forms.ddsb.ca/Public-Question-Period/Public-Question-Period


Introduction Series. Parents/Guardians are invited to attend five webinar sessions to learn more about what they can expect as their child

enters Kindergarten at the DDSB and hear helpful tips from the experts! 

Kindergarten kick-off at the DDSB!

April 2, 2025 @ 6:00 pm

Register for April 2

Is your child registered for Kindergarten at the DDSB? Are you curious about what they might learn during thei
r first two years of school? Do you wonder about what a “typical Kindergarten day” might look like? This “kic
k-off to Kindergarten” webinar will provide families with information and tips to help prepare children for this 
new and exciting chapter in their young lives: Kindergarten! Families will be provided with general information
about The Kindergarten Program, an explanation of play-based learning, things to consider when preparing for 
September, and helpful tips for a successful transition.

Presenters: Samantha Churchill, Lorra Walter, Amanda Gleed, Conor Jinkinson, Kristin Bennett, Karina Bogard
ts, Smita Sharma

Getting Ready for Kindergarten: Building Social-Emotional Skills

April 16, 2025 @ 6:30 pm

Register for April 16

Starting kindergarten is a major milestone in a child’s life and preparing them for this transition goes beyond ac
ademic skills. Kindergarten readiness is not just about knowing letters and numbers; it’s about nurturing conne
ction with others, navigating emotions, and adapting to new environments. In this session, you’ll discover how 
social emotional skills can help prepare your child for this exciting journey, while setting the stage for meaning
ful learning, connection, and well-being.

Presenter(s): Steffanie Pelleboer

The Power of Loose Parts Play: Strengthening Whole Child Development

April 29, 2025 @ 6:00 pm

Register for April 29

Discover the power of “loose parts play” and how it fuels creativity, problem-solving, and overall development 
in young children. In this fun and informative webinar, we’ll explore what loose parts are, where to find them, a
nd simple ways to incorporate them into your child’s daily life. You’ll gain practical tips and easy-to-implement
strategies to create an environment that encourages curiosity, independent thinking, and whole-child developme
nt—without the need for expensive toys. Join us and unlock the endless possibilities of loose parts play! Join A
ngela Odusanya for this wonderful learning opportunity!

Presenter(s): Angela Odusanya

Fine Motor Skills for School

May 14, 2025 @ 6:00 pm

Register for May 14

https://ddsb.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_YdS33GqJRduFQK0PkSoIZg
https://ddsb.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Uqzh4xrWScai-W2MyY5eow
https://ddsb.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN__2iCtMU1Rt-NHee6O2lTvw
https://ddsb.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_wS-Tfg9hSh2tdWOC74U_UQ


https://calendar.ddsb.ca

Join Grandview Kid's Occupational Therapists as they talk about the fine motor skills needed to support not onl
y printing and using scissors, but also such important things as doing up zippers, and opening snack containers. 
We will learn about the development of fine motor skills and fun activities to do at home to help your child be r
eady for Kindergarten.  We will also share information about OT services in your school.

Presenters: Anna Murray, Suvaathy Vigneswaran

Ready, Set, Kindergarten: Building Self-Care Skills for Success

May 29, 2025 @ 6:00 pm

Register for May 29

Every child grows at a unique pace, but the important piece to focus on is that they are making progress as they get ready for kindergarten. Building self-c

are skills means supporting your child to look after their own needs (e.g., dressing themselves, toileting on their own). This session will help you gain know

ledge about self-care skills and learn strategies to support your child in the areas of school readiness and physical independence skills.”

Presenters: Chandecia French, Jenn Sullivan, Carly Guile, (additional staff from EarlyON still to be named)

Wednesday, April 30, 2025

Governance and Policy Committee Meeting

Date and Time: Wednesday, April 30 6:00 pm

Address: 400 Taunton Road East, Whitby, L1R 2K6

Members of the public are welcome to attend any public Governance and Policy Committee meeting and can watch the livestream on YouTube.  Doors will open 3

0 minutes prior to the start of every meeting. If attending in-person, the doors to the building will close at 6:40 p.m. Anyone who arrives after that time may not be

able to access the building as the doors will be locked.  

The DDSB is committed to a safe and respectful environment for all meetings. All individuals attending in-person will be required to sign in and show photo identifi

cation for the purposes of verifying their identity. Individuals that do not wish to sign in may choose to participate in the meeting virtually through the livestream. 

All participants are expected to be respectful and not interrupt the meeting proceedings. In the interest of maintaining that, should there be any conflict between me

mbers of the audience or any meeting disruptions, people in attendance may be directed to leave the premises. 

https://ddsb.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_OTzsIJd3Sfuaty5BdOoBYA
https://calendar.ddsb.ca

