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Code of Conduct for Public Meetings (z‘) DDSB

2023-2024 Ignite Learning

The Durham District School Board is committed to public participation at board and
committee meetings, and to ensuring a safe and respectful environment for students,
parents/guardians, trustees, staff, and community members in attendance.

All meetings of the Board of Trustees follow formal parliamentary procedures in
accordance with DDSB by-laws, policies, procedures, and protocols that must be
adhered to by all participants.

All participants attending public meetings must be courteous and respectful at all times.

Disruptions of the meeting will not be tolerated and may result in a request to leave the
meeting.

Abusive, discourteous, and/or aggressive behaviour will not be tolerated.

Threats, intimidating language and/or behaviour and any attempt to assault any person
is prohibited and may result in criminal charges.

Possessing any form of a weapon while in attendance at a public meeting is prohibited.
Security personnel are authorized to exercise discretion to request the inspection of any
bag, briefcase, backpack, purse or any other item brought onto DDSB property to
ensure a safe and respectful environment.

All individuals attending in-person will be asked to sign-in and show photo identification
for the purposes of verifying their identity. Individuals that do not wish to sign in may
choose to participate in the meeting virtually through the livestream.

Meetings are recorded by the DDSB for the purposes of the livestream and for security
purposes. Those in attendance at meetings are prohibited from using their own
recording devices.

Violations of this Code of Conduct will not be tolerated under any circumstances and
may result in a person being directed to leave, restricting/prohibiting attendance at
future meetings and/or all DDSB properties, or being subject to criminal charges
depending on the nature of the conduct.



10.

11.

DURHAM DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD
BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, February 20, 2024 - 7:00 p.m.

Call to Order

Land Acknowledgement

The Durham District School Board acknowledges that many Indigenous Nations
have longstanding relationships, both historic and modern, with the territories upon
which our school board and schools are located. Today, this area is home to many
Indigenous peoples from across Turtle Island. We acknowledge that the Durham
Region forms a part of the traditional and treaty territory of the Mississaugas of
Scugog Island First Nation, the Mississauga Peoples and the treaty territory of the
Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation. It is on these ancestral and treaty lands
that we teach, learn and live.

O Canada
(Willows Walk Public School)

Definitely Durham Awards Presentation

Declarations of Interest

Adoption of Agenda

Minutes

(@) APPROVED Minutes of the December 4, 2023 Regular Board Meeting

(b)  DRAFT Minutes of the January 22, 2024 Board Meeting

Ministry Memorandums-Information Update
(Director Camille Williams-Taylor)

Public Question Period

Report from the Committee of the Whole in Camera
(Chair Christine Thatcher)

Good News from the System
(Director Camille Williams-Taylor)
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Verbal

Verbal

Verbal

1-6

7-18

Verbal

Verbal

Verbal

Verbal



12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Recommended Actions

(@)

(b)

()

(f)

Report and Adoption of Any Resolutions: Standing Committee Meeting,
February 5, 2024
(Chair Christine Thatcher)

Education Finance Committee Meeting Dates: 2024-2025 Budget
(Associate Director David Wright)

Unnamed North Oshawa Public School Boundary Recommendation
(Associate Director David Wright)

Vincent Massey Public School, Gordon B. Attersley Public School, Pierre
Elliott Trudeau Public School Boundary Recommendation
(Associate Director David Wright)

School Year Calendar 2024-2025
(Associate Director Jim Markovski)

Motion: DDSB Support of Toronto Youth Cabinet Statement
(Trustee Shailene Panylo)

Information ltems

(@)

(b)

Special Education Advisory Committee Report, November 9, 2023
(Trustees Donna Edwards, Kelly Miller)

OPSBA Report
(Trustee Donna Edwards)

Correspondence

(@)

Briefing Note: DDSB Enrolment, School Capacity, Growth and Future Plans

in the Town of Ajax

Days of Significance

Adjournment

19-23

24-28

29-54

55-134

135-145

146-160

161-165

Verbal

166-172

173-174

Verbal



APPROVED

MINUTES

The Regular Meeting of the Board
Monday, December 4, 2023

A Regular Meeting of the Durham District School Board was held on this date.

1.

Call to Order:
Chair Christine Thatcher called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

Members Present: Trustees Michelle Arseneault, Tracy Brown, Donna Edwards,
Stephen Linton, Kelly Miller, Carolyn Morton, Deb Oldfield,
Student Trustees Ben Cameron, Kayla Hoare (virtual), Neha
Kasoju (virtual)

Regrets: Trustees Emma Cunningham, Shailene Panylo, Jill Thompson

Not in Attendance: Trustee Linda Stone

Officials Present:  Director of Education and Secretary to the Board Camille
Williams-Taylor, Associate Directors Jim Markovski and David
Wright, Superintendents Gary Crossdale, Georgette Davis, Erin
Elmhurst, Mohamed Hamid, Margaret Lazarus, Andrea McAuley,
Heather Mundy, Stephen Nevills, Kandis Thompson, Executive
Lead Robert Cerjanec, General Counsel Patrick Cotter

Recording Secretary: Kathy Fitzpatrick

Land Acknowledgement

Chair Christine Thatcher gave the Land Acknowledgment: the Durham District School
Board acknowledges that many Indigenous Nations have longstanding relationships,
both historic and modern, with home to many Indigenous peoples from across Turtle
Island (North America). We acknowledge that the Durham Region forms a part of the
traditional and treaty territory of the Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation, the
Mississauga Peoples and the treaty territory of the Chippewas of Georgina Island
First Nation. It is on these ancestral and treaty lands that we teach, learn and live.

O Canada
Trustee Stephen Linton introduced the video recording of O Canada performed by the

Dunbarton High School students which included singers Grace and Avantika and pianist
Allison.



2

Regular Meeting of the Board Minutes

December 4, 2023
Trustee Tracy Brown welcomed and introduced teachers Lisa Beveridge and Denica
MacDonald and the Grade 7 and 8 Stomp Group from Robert Munsch Public School,
who shared an exciting rhythmic performance for trustees and staff.

4. Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest at this time.

5. Adoption of Agenda

2023:RB112
MOVED by Trustee Michelle Arseneault
SECONDED by Trustee Deb Oldfield
THAT THE AGENDA BE APPROVED.
CARRIED
6. Minutes
2023:RB113
MOVED by Trustee Tracy Brown
SECONDED by Trustee Carolyn Morton
THAT THE FOLLOWING APPROVED MINUTES BE RECEIVED:
(@) THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 18, 2023
AND THAT THE FOLLOWING DRAFT MINUTES BE APPROVED:
() THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES OF OCTOBER 16, 2023
(c) THE SPECIAL BOARD MEETING MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 6, 2023.
(d)  THE SPECIAL BOARD MEETING MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 20, 2023.

(e) THE SPECIAL BOARD MEETING MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 20, 2023
ORGANIZATIONAL BOARD MEETING.

CARRIED

7. Ministry Memorandums-Information Update

Director Camille Williams-Taylor provided trustees with the following update:

Good evening and welcome to the final regular board meeting of the 2023 calendar year.
As 2023 comes to a close in just a few short weeks, it's an ideal time to reflect on the first
few months of the school year.

It has been my great pleasure this fall to be in schools visiting students and staff

engaged in teaching and learning, and to have participated in events, observances and
celebrations alongside families and our community.

2
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Regular Meeting of the Board Minutes

December 4, 2023
As we navigate many topics in our school communities, our focus is on supporting the
well-being of students and staff — working collaboratively to be proactive and responsive
to the diverse needs of our community.

Last week the Ministry of Education announced the introduction of mandatory learning
through Grade 10 Canadian History about the 1932-1933 Holodomor famine, or the
Great Ukrainian Famine and its impact on the Ukrainian community in Canada. The new
curriculum will be introduced in schools in September 2025.

| hope this holiday season, everyone in our community finds an opportunity, however big
or small, to spend time with friends and loved ones, celebrating the things that are
important and special to them.

8. Public Question Period

Dylan Reynolds joined the meeting virtually and asked a question regarding
DDSB@Home. Staff responded to the question.

Devon McDonald submitted a question regarding public access to illness absence
data, that was read into the record by staff. Staff responded to the question.

Camille Alli submitted a question regarding Dates of Significance, that was read into
the record by staff. Staff responded to the question.

9. Report from the Committee of the Whole In Camera

Trustee Deb Oldfield reported that the Committee of the Whole met in closed session
on December 4, 2023, and discussed matters involving;

Decisions in respect of negotiations with employees of the Board.

2023:RB114
MOVED by Trustee Deb Oldfield
SECONDED by Trustee Tracy Brown

THAT THE BOARD APPROVE THE ACTIONS AND ADOPT ANY RESOLUTIONS
OF THE DECEMBER 4, 2023, COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE, CLOSED SESSION
MEETING.

CARRIED

10. Good News from the System

Jayden and Ella from Dunbarton High School shared good news from across the
system on behalf of DDSB students.
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Regular Meeting of the Board Minutes
December 4, 2023

11.

Recommended Actions

(@) Report and Adoption of Any Resolutions: Standing Committee Meeting
Minutes of November 6, 2023

Trustee Deb Oldfield brought forward two motions.

2023:RB115
MOVED by Trustee Deb Oldfield

| MOVE THAT THE BOARD ADOPT THE RESOLUTIONS OF THE OCTOBER 16,
AND NOVEMBER 20, 2023, COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE CLOSED SESSION
MEETING.

CARRIED

Trustee Deb Oldfield shared with trustees the minutes of the November 6, 2023 meeting,
the motion that was carried, and the resolution that was adopted at the Standing
Committee meeting on November 6, 2023;

THE CREATION BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF AN ANTI-BLACK RACISM
ADVISORY COMMITTEE. UNDER THE DDSB BYLAWS, AN ADDITIONAL ADVISORY
COMMITTEE CAN BE INITIATED BY A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF
TRUSTEES. ADVISORY COMMITTEES PROVIDE PUBLIC RECOMMENDATIONS TO
THE BOARD ON MATTERS OF POLICY AND CAN INCLUDE TRUSTEE AND/OR
STAFF AND COMMUNITY REPRESENTATION/ STUDENT VOICE AT THE
DISCRETION OF THE COMMITTEE. SUCH A COMMITTEE MAY INVOLVE A
SIGNIFICANT TIME COMMITMENT OF ANY DESIGNATED TRUSTEE(S).

2023:RB116
MOVED by Trustee Deb Oldfield
SECONDED by Trustee Stephen Linton

| MOVE THAT THE BOARD APPROVE THE MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 6, 2023 AND
ADOPT THE ABOVE RESOLUTION.
CARRIED

(b) Election of Ignite Durham Learning Foundation (IDLF), Trustee Representative

Chair Christine Thatcher called for nominations for the position of IDLF Trustee
Representative.

2023:RB117
TRUSTEE DEB OLDFIELD NOMINATED TRUSTEE MICHELLE ARSENEAULT FOR

THE POSITION OF IDLF TRUSTEE REPRESENTATIVE. TRUSTEE MICHELLE
ARSENEAULT ACCEPTED THE NOMINATION.



Regular Meeting of the Board Minutes
December 4, 2023

13.

2023:RB118

TRUSTEE DONNA EDWARDS SELF-NOMINATED FOR THE POSITION OF IDLF
TRUSTEE REPRESENTATIVE.

Subsequent to three calls for additional nominations by Chair Christine Thatcher and
there being none, nominations for the position of IDLF Trustee Representative were
closed.

Trustee Michelle Arseneault was elected to the position of IDLF Trustee Representative.

Information ltems

(a) Capital Priorities Program, 2023-2024 Submission

Associate Director David Wright introduced Head of Facilities Services Lisa Bianca who
provided trustees with information on the project submissions for the Ministry of
Education’s 2023-2024 request for capital projects, including child care, submitted to the
Ministry on October 20, 2023.

Trustee questions were answered.

(b) Unnamed North Oshawa PS-Boundary Review

Associate Director David Wright introduced Head of Facilities Services Lisa Bianca who
provided trustees with with information on the Public Consultation Process to establish
boundaries for Unnamed North Oshawa Public School, located at Windfields Farm Drive
West and Wintergrace Avenue. The boundary review is scheduled to commence
December 2023 and is in accordance with the DDSB’s School Boundaries Regulation.
The Unnamed North Oshawa PS is currently under construction and is scheduled to
open for the 2024-2025 school year.

Trustee questions were answered.

(c) Vincent Massey PS-Boundary Review

Associate Director David Wright introduced Head of Facilities Services Lisa Bianca who
provided trustees with with information on the public consultation and boundary review
process for Vincent Massey Public School in accordance with the Durham District School
Board’s School Boundaries Regulation. A boundary revision at Vincent Massey PS is
required due to ongoing accommodation pressures at the school.

The boundary review process is scheduled to begin December 5, 2023. The new Vincent
Massey PS boundary would be effective for the 2024-2025 school year pending approval
by the Board of Trustees at the conclusion of the boundary review process.

Trustee questions were answered.
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Regular Meeting of the Board Minutes
December 4, 2023

14.

15.

16.

17.

(d) Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC Report, June 22, 2023,
October 19, 2023

Trustee Kelly Miller presented the SEAC meeting minutes to trustees for information.
Trustee questions were answered.

(e) OPSBA Report

Trustee Donna Edwards, Kelly Miller and Student Trustee Ben Cameron provided
trustees with an overview of the OPSBA meetings that took place November 25-27,
2023.

The Public Education Symposium registration is open for Trustees. The symposium
is taking place on January 25-26, 2024.

Memos
The memos were shared with trustees for information.

Correspondence

The correspondence was shared with trustees for information.

Days of Significance

The dates of significance were shared with trustees for information.

Adjournment

2023:RB119

MOVED by Trustee Christine Thatcher
SECONDED by

THAT THE MEETING DOES NOW ADJOURN.

CARRIED

The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:31 p.m.

A hadcha Cod L

Chair Secretary
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DRAFT

MINUTES

The Regular Meeting of the Board
Monday, January 22, 2024

A Regular Meeting of the Durham District School Board was held on this date.

1.

Call to Order:
Chair Christine Thatcher called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Members Present: Trustees Michelle Arseneault, Tracy Brown, Emma Cunningham
(virtual), Donna Edwards, Stephen Linton, Kelly Miller, Carolyn
Morton, Deb Oldfield, Shailene Panylo (virtual, left 9:53 p.m.),
Linda Stone (virtual, joined 7:11 p.m., left 10:13 p.m.), Student
Trustee Ben Cameron

Regrets: Trustee Jill Thompson, Student Trustees Kayla Hoare, Neha
Kasoju

Not in Attendance:

Officials Present:  Director of Education and Secretary to the Board Camille
Williams-Taylor, Associate Directors Jim Markovski and David
Wright, Superintendents Michael Bowman, Georgette Davis, Erin
Elmhurst, Mohamed Hamid, Margaret Lazarus, Andrea McAuley,
Heather Mundy, Stephen Nevills, Martine Robinson, Kandis
Thompson, Executive Lead Robert Cerjanec, General Counsel
Patrick Cotter

Recording Secretary: Gillian Venning

Land Acknowledgement

Chair Christine Thatcher gave the Land Acknowledgment: the Durham District School
Board acknowledges that many Indigenous Nations have longstanding relationships,
both historic and modern, with home to many Indigenous peoples from across Turtle
Island (North America). We acknowledge that the Durham Region forms a part of the
traditional and treaty territory of the Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation, the
Mississauga Peoples and the treaty territory of the Chippewas of Georgina Island
First Nation. It is on these ancestral and treaty lands that we teach, learn and live.

O Canada

Trustee Carolyn Morton welcomed and introduced R H Cornish Principal Rachel
Kennedy, teachers Leigh-Anne Harrington, Robin McKay and Michele Murphy,

1
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Regular Meeting of the Board Minutes

January 22, 2024
community volunteers, cellist Wendy Reville and violinists Suzanne Garriock and Paul
Grybas, along with the R H Cornish Junior/Intermediate Choir who performed their
version of O Canada along with Winter Song in Three Parts.

4. Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest at this time.

5. Adoption of Agenda

2024:RB0O1
MOVED by Trustee Michelle Arseneault
SECONDED by Trustee Tracy Brown
THAT THE AGENDA BE APPROVED.
CARRIED
6. Minutes
2024:RB02
MOVED by Trustee Stephen Linton
SECONDED by Trustee Michelle Arseneault
THAT THE FOLLOWING APPROVED MINUTES BE RECEIVED:
(@) THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES OF OCTOBER 16, 2023
(b) THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 6, 2023

(c) THE ORGANIZATIONAL BOARD MEETING MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 20,
2023

(d) THE SPECIAL BOARD MEETING MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 20, 2023
AND THAT THE FOLLOWING DRAFT MINUTES BE APPROVED:
(e) THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES OF DECEMBER 4, 2023

7. Ministry Memorandums-Information Update

Director Camille Williams-Taylor provided trustees with the following update:

Earlier this month Kindergarten registration for the 2024-2025 school year opened and
remains ongoing. We encourage families with children turning 4 this year to visit our
website to find out more about registration and the important information available to
support families through the process.

Tomorrow evening the Refining My Pathway Planning for Grade 10 Virtual Information
Session is taking place. The session will help students currently in Grade 9 and their
families to be aware of all pathways and course options so they can intentionally plan for
the remaining years of high school and beyond. For more information and to register for
this session, please visit our website or social media posts.

2
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Regular Meeting of the Board Minutes
January 22, 2024

10.

11.

The French Department is hosting a French Immersion Information Night on Thursday,
February 1. The French Immersion program begins in Grade 1 and sets up students to
become proficient and fluent in French. Sessions will take place in elementary schools
around the District. Interested families can register with their child’s current school.

At tonight’s Board Meeting, we have a number of items on the agenda that highlight
many different areas across the DDSB. In particular, the new Multi-Year Strategic Plan
before the Board represents the collective work of trustees, staff, students and families in
working together to develop a strategic direction for the DDSB in promoting Meaningful
Learning, Connected Communities and Well-Being, with these strategic directions being
guided through recognizing and upholding distinct Indigenous rights, affirming and
upholding human rights and caring about and striving to know each other. The Ignite
Learning Multi-Year Strategic Plan sets the direction for the work of the DDSB and
guides our collective actions for ongoing student-centered improvement and success.

We are also sharing the Director’'s Annual Report this evening. It is in a new digital, web-
based format to promote more engagement with the communities we serve in sharing
the fantastic work that is taking place across the DDSB. We hope that trustees and
members of the public find it refreshing and informative.

Public Question Period

Dylan Reynolds joined the meeting virtually and asked a question regarding school
year calendars. Staff responded to the question.

Executive Lead Robert Cerjanec read a question from Mark Cowtan into the record
regarding flags. Staff responded to the question.

Report from the Committee of the Whole In Camera

Trustee Deb Oldfield reported that the Committee of the Whole met in closed session
on January 22, 2024, and discussed matters involving;

Decisions in respect of the acquisition or disposal of a school site.

2024:RB03
MOVED by Trustee Deb Oldfield
SECONDED by Trustee Tracy Brown

THAT THE BOARD APPROVE THE ACTIONS AND ADOPT ANY RESOLUTIONS
OF THE JANUARY 22, 2024, COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE, CLOSED SESSION
MEETING.

CARRIED

Good News from the System

Madison and Cameron from Uxbridge Secondary School shared good news from
across the system on behalf of DDSB students.

Recommended Actions
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January 22, 2024

(@) Report and Adoption of Any Resolutions: Standing Committee Meeting
Minutes of January 8, 2024

Trustee Deb Oldfield brought forward two motions.

2024:RB04
MOVED by Trustee Deb Oldfield
SECONDED by Trustee Stephen Linton

| MOVE THAT THE BOARD ADOPT THE RESOLUTIONS OF THE JANUARY 8, 2024
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE CLOSED SESSION MEETING.

CARRIED

Trustee Deb Oldfield shared with trustees the minutes of the January 8, 2024 Standing
Committee meeting and that the following motions were carried and resolutions adopted
at the Standing Committee meeting on January 8, 2024;

THAT THE DDSB BOARD OF TRUSTEES RECOGNIZE IGNITE DURHAM LEARNING
FOUNDATION (IDLF) AS THE CHARITY OF CHOICE FOR DDSB. THE DDSB WILL
PROMOTE THE IDLF AS THE CHARITY OF CHOICE TO STAFF, STUDENTS AND
ITS COMMUNITY MEMBERS WHEREVER POSSIBLE.

And,

THAT THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES ASK STAFF TO DEVELOP A PUBLIC MEMO
ABOUT THE CREEKWOOD SCHOOL RELOCATION TO ANSWER THE FOLLOWING
QUESTIONS:

+ WHAT CONCERNS DID THE MINISTRY OF THE ENVIRONMENT RAISE ON THE
MOST RECENT REPORT?

* WHY CAN'T WE WAIT FOR THE NEXT SET OF RESULTS BEFORE COMMITTING
TO THE RELOCATION?

+ HOW THIS WILL REDUCE CROWDING AT NEIGHBOURING SCHOOLS?
+ PROJECTED TIMELINES

2024:RB05
MOVED by Trustee Deb Oldfield
SECONDED by Trustee Kelly Miller

| MOVE THAT THE BOARD APPROVE THE MINUTES OF JANUARY 8, 2024 AND
ADOPT THE ABOVE RESOLUTIONS.
CARRIED

(b) Report and Adoption of Any Resolutions: Governance and Policy Committee
Meeting, December 13, 2023

Trustee Emma Cunningham shared with trustees the resolutions that were adopted at
the Governance and Policy Committee meeting on December 13, 2023 along with

4
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January 22, 2024
proposed revisions to the applicable Board policies and Bylaws to support each
resolution. At the request of the Chair, each motion coming forward from the Governance
and Policy Committee was dealt with separately.

Rescission of Advocacy Policy

2024:RB06

MOVED by Trustee Deb Oldfield

SECONDED by Trustee Tracy Brown

THAT THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES RESCIND THE ADVOCACY POLICY.

CARRIED

Revised Public Concerns Policy and Rescission of Requlation

General Counsel Patrick Cotter provided background on the proposed amendments to
this policy.

Trustee questions were answered.

2024:RB07
MOVED by Trustee Deb Oldfield
SECONDED by Trustee Tracy Brown

THAT THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES AMEND THE PUBLIC CONCERNS POLICY IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE TERMS OF THE REPORT PRESENTED TO THE
GOVERNANCE AND POLICY COMMITTEE ON DECEMBER 13, 2023 AND THAT THE
REGULATION BE RESCINDED.

CARRIED

Revised Consolidated Bylaws — Advisory Committees

2024:RB08
MOVED by Trustee Tracy Brown
SECONDED by Trustee Deb Oldfield

THAT THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES AMEND SECTIONS 4.5.1 AND 4.5.2 OF THE
CONSOLIDATED BYLAWS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE TERMS OF THE REPORT
PRESENTED TO THE GOVERNANCE AND POLICY COMMITTEE ON DECEMBER
13, 2023.

CARRIED

Revised Consolidated Bylaws — Agenda Planning

2024:RB09
MOVED by Trustee Tracy Brown
SECONDED by Trustee Michelle Arseneault
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January 22, 2024
THAT THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES AMEND SECTION 5.5.4 OF THE CONSOLIDATED
BYLAWS TO INCLUDE THAT THE CHAIR OF THE BOARD HAS THE DISCRETION
TO INVITE CHAIRS OF ANY COMMITTEE OF THE BOARD TO ATTEND ALL OR
PART OF AN AGENDA PLANNING MEETING.

CARRIED

(c) lgnite Learning Multi-Year Strategic Plan 2024-2028

Director of Education Camille Williams-Taylor introduced Executive Lead Robert
Cerjanec and external consultants Josh and Katie who have helped to guide trustees and
staff over the past year on the path to development of the new Multi-Year Strategic Plan
that included an extensive consultation process with all members of the DDSB
community. Together they provided a presentation sharing information on the process
through which the DDSB’s new MYSP has been developed, culminating in the final draft
report being presented for approval that is reflective of trustee, student, staff, family and
community feedback and input. The final MYSP presentation includes a designed
brochure outlining the new guiding principles, strategic priorities and strategic objectives
that make up the MYSP.

Trustee questions were answered.

2024:RB10
MOVED by Trustee Carolyn Morton
SECONDED by Trustee Shailene Panylo

THAT THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES ADOPT THE DDSB’S NEW IGNITE LEARNING
MULTI-YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN FOR THE PERIOD OF 2024-2028.

The motion was carried on a recorded vote:

Yes No Absent Abstain
Michelle Arseneault Jill Thompson Linda Stone
Tracy Brown

Emma Cunningham

Donna Edwards

Stephen Linton

Kelly Miller

Carolyn Morton

Deb Oldfield

Shailene Panylo

Christine Thatcher

Student Trustees
Ben Cameron Kayla Hoare
Neha Kasoju

(d) Potential Renaming of Lord Elgin Public School

Superintendent Stephen Nevills shared that a School Naming Committee was
6
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established in response to community member questions around the appropriateness of
maintaining the use of Lord Elgin’s name given that there are historical connections to
Lord Elgin’s support of the creation of the residential school system. The School Naming
Committee engaged in a community consultation process leading to the recommendation
to rename Lord Elgin Public School to Ontario Street Public School, the top choice of
three proposed names that were put forward for consideration by the School Naming
Committee.

Trustee questions were answered.

2024:RB11
MOVED by Trustee Deb Oldfield
SECONDED by Trustee Emma Cunningham

THAT THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES CHANGE THE NAME OF LORD ELGIN
PUBLIC SCHOOL AND SELECT THE FIRST CHOICE OF THE SCHOOL NAMING
COMMITTEE, ONTARIO STREET PUBLIC SCHOOL AS THE NEW NAME OF THE
SCHOOL.

Student Trustee Ben Cameron suggested that the above motion be divided into two
parts, first to address that the name be changed, and second to confirm the new
name.

2024:RB12
MOVED by Trustee Donna Edwards
SECONDED by Trustee Carolyn Morton

THAT THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES CHANGE THE NAME OF LORD ELGIN
PUBLIC SCHOOL.

The motion was carried on a recorded vote:

Yes No Absent Abstain
Michelle Arseneault Linda Stone Jill Thompson
Tracy Brown

Emma Cunningham

Donna Edwards

Stephen Linton

Kelly Miller

Carolyn Morton

Deb Oldfield

Shailene Panylo

Christine Thatcher

Student Trustees
Ben Cameron Kayla Hoare
Neha Kasoju
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2024:RB13
MOVED by Trustee Michelle Arseneault
SECONDED by Trustee Deb Oldfield

THAT THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES SELECT THE FIRST CHOICE OF THE
SCHOOL NAMING COMMITTEE, ONTARIO STREET PUBLIC SCHOOL AS THE
NEW NAME OF THE SCHOOL.

The above foregoing motion was voted on after the following motion was dealt with
as it took precedence.

2024:RB14
MOVED by Trustee Shailene Panylo
SECONDED by Trustee Emma Cunningham

THAT THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES REFER CONSIDERATION OF ADDITIONAL
PROPOSED NAME OPTIONS BACK TO THE SCHOOL NAMING COMMITTEE.

Student Trustee Cameron called a point of order, noting that the above motion does
not align with the Naming of Schools Policy.

General Counsel Patrick Cotter advised the Board that in accordance with the
Naming of Schools Policy, the Board does not need to approve the first choice
recommendation of the School Naming Committee, but that the Board is tasked with
selecting one of the names on the list of three recommendations from the Committee
given that the Board has decided to change the name of the school.

The motion was ruled Out of Order by the Chair.

The Chair called a recess at 8:59 p.m.

The meeting reconvened at 9:10 p.m.

2024:RB13

MOVED by Trustee Michelle Arseneault

SECONDED by Trustee Deb Oldfield

THAT THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES SELECT THE FIRST CHOICE OF THE
SCHOOL NAMING COMMITTEE, ONTARIO STREET PUBLIC SCHOOL AS THE
NEW NAME OF THE SCHOOL.

The motion was carried on a recorded vote:

Yes No Absent Abstain

Tracy Brown Michelle Arseneault Jill Thomson Shailene Panylo
Emma Cunningham  Linda Stone

Donna Edwards Stephen Linton

Kelly Miller

Carolyn Morton

Deb Oldfield
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13.

Christine Thatcher

Student Trustees
Ben Cameron Kayla Hoare
Neha Kasoju

2024:RB15
MOVED by Trustee Shailene Panylo
SECONDED by Trustee Tracy Brown

THAT THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES REFER THE SCHOOL NAMING POLICY TO
THE GOVERNANCE AND POLICY COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER PROVIDING
MORE FLEXIBILITY TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES WHEN A
RECOMMENDATION FROM THE SCHOOL NAMING COMMITTEE COMES
FORWARD.

CARRIED

(e)  School Year Calendar: April 2024 PA Day

Associate Director Jim Markovski shared that there is a solar eclipse taking place on
April 8, 2024 and staff are recommending that the April 19 PA Day be moved to April
8. This recommendation is a proactive measure to support the safety and well-being
of students, staff and families as dismissal time across DDSB schools coincides with
the period of the eclipse, including the peak period of darkness which is expected to
occur at approximately 3:20 p.m. It was noted that this solar event represents a
learning opportunity and the Health and Safety department will provide educational
resources to schools to support learning connected to the curriculum and that will
outline safety tips related to the event.

Trustee questions were answered.
2024:RB16

MOVED by Trustee Carolyn Morton
SECONDED by Trustee Tracy Brown

THAT THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES APPROVE MOVING THE SCHEDULED
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITY DAY FROM APRIL 19, 2024 TO APRIL 8, 2024.

CARRIED

Information ltems

(a) Director’'s Annual Report - 2023

Director of Education Camille Williams-Taylor shared that in accordance with the
Education Act, school boards are required to annually present a report to the Board
sharing highlights of events and activities of the preceding 12 months which is then
submitted to the Minister of Education. This year, the DDSB has moved the Director’s

9
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Annual Report to a digital, web-based version and the full report is available at
https://www.ddsbannualreport.ca/.

Trustee questions were answered.

(b) Durham Student Transportation Services (DSTS) Annual Report

Durham Student Transportation Services (DSTS) Chief Administrative Officer Kelly
Mechoulan joined the meeting and shared a presentation providing background on the
partnership of DSTS that is made up of DDSB and DCDSB and summarizing the 2022-
2023 year and providing highlights, including the implementation of bell time changes,
key statistics and the pilot implementation of the MTransport application.

Trustee questions were answered.

2024:RB17

MOVED by Trustee Carolyn Morton

SECONDED by Trustee Stephen Linton

THAT THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES APPROVE EXTENDING THE MEETING TO 10:30

P.M.
CARRIED

(c) Quarterly Construction and Major Projects Progress Report

Associate Director David Wright introduced Head of Facilities Services Lisa Bianca
who provided trustees with an update on the status of construction and major projects
as of December 31, 2023. Updates to this report are provided to trustees on a
quarterly basis (January, March, June and September), and will be posted on the
Board's website. As part of this report, a detailed appendix was included outlining
school development history in Pickering, particularly the Tillings Road and Dersan
Street school site and the recent decision of the District to move the Unnamed
Pickering “Creekwood” school to the nearby Coughlan site.

Trustee questions were answered.

(d) 2023-2024 Interim Financial Report — Q1

Associate Director David Wright introduced Senior Manager of Finance Jennifer Machin
who provided trustees with an update on enrolment information and budget changes as
part of the 2023-2024 Revised Estimates as well as operating expenditures at November
30, 2023 (Quarter 1).

(e) 2023-2024 Supplementary Funds Summary

Associate Director David Wright introduced Senior Manager of Finance Jennifer Machin
who provided trustees with an update on the Supplementary Funding that has been
announced or received to date for 2023-2024 through Priorities and Partnerships Fund
grants, most of which are provided to school boards through the Ministry of Education.

10
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14.

15.

16.

17.

(f) Governance and Policy Committee Report, September 27, 2023

Trustee Emma Cunningham shared the approved minutes of the Governance and
Policy Committee meeting of September 27, 2023.

(9) Trustee Attendance Records

Chair Christine Thatcher shared the annual trustee attendance records for the period
of November 6, 2022 to November 20, 2023 in accordance with the Board’s Bylaws.

A correction was made to the attendance record of the November 6, 2023 Committee
of the Whole In Camera meeting pertaining to Trustee Kelly Miller.

(h) Trustee Expenses 2022-2023

Associate Director David Wright provided the annual report of trustee expenses for the
period of November 15, 2022 to November 14, 2023 in accordance with the Trustee
Expenses Policy and Procedure.

(i) Director’s Performance Appraisal Report

Trustee Carolyn Morton shared appreciation on behalf of the Director’'s Performance
Review Committee and noted that the Director of Education performance review is
now complete and the most recent version of the Director’s contract has been posted
to the DDSB website. The next task of this committee is to develop an updated job
profile for the Director of Education.

() OPSBA Report

Trustee Donna Edwards shared that the OPSBA Public Education Symposium is
taking place on January 25-26.

Trustee questions were answered.
Memos
The memo was shared with trustees for information.

Correspondence

The correspondence was shared with trustees for information.

Days of Significance

The dates of significance were shared with trustees for information.

Adjournment

2024:RB18
MOVED by Trustee Christine Thatcher

11
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THAT THE MEETING DOES NOW ADJOURN.

CARRIED

The meeting adjourned at approximately 10:25 p.m.

Chair Secretary

12



19

Report of the Durham District School Board
Standing Committee Public Session
February 5, 2024

A meeting of the Standing Committee of the Durham District School Board was held on
this date.

1.

Call to Order:
The Chair, Deb Oldfield called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
Roll Call: Chair Deb Oldfield

Members Present: Trustees Michelle Arseneault, Tracy Brown, Emma
Cunningham (virtual), Donna Edwards, Stephen Linton, Kelly
Miller, Carolyn Morton, Deb Oldfield, Shailene Panylo,
Student Trustees Ben Cameron, Kayla Hoare, Neha Kasoju

Regrets: Trustee Jill Thompson
Not In Attendance: Trustee Linda Stone

Officials Present:  Director of Education and Secretary to the Board Camille
Williams-Taylor, Associate Directors Jim Markovski, David
Wright, Superintendents Michael Bowman, Georgette Davis,
Erin EImhurst, Mohamed Hamid, Margaret Lazarus, Andrea
McAuley, Stephen Nevills, Martine Robinson, Kandis
Thompson, Executive Lead Robert Cerjanec, General
Counsel Patrick Cotter

Recording Secretary: Gillian Venning

Land Acknowledgement

Chair Deb Oldfield gave the Land Acknowledgment: The Durham District School
Board acknowledges that many Indigenous Nations have longstanding
relationships, both historic and modern, with the territories upon which our school
board and schools are located. Today, this area is home to many Indigenous
peoples from across Turtle Island. We acknowledge that the Durham Region
forms a part of the traditional and treaty territory of the Mississaugas of Scugog
Island First Nation, the Mississauga Peoples and the treaty territory of the
Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation. It is on these ancestral and treaty
lands that we teach, learn and live.

Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest at this time.
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4.

Motion to Approve the Agenda

2024:5C06
MOVED by Trustee Carolyn Morton
SECONDED by Trustee Shailene Panylo

THAT THE AGENDA BE AMENDED TO MOVE INFORMATION ITEM (e)
VINCENT MASSEY PS, GORDON B. ATTERSLEY PS, PIERRE ELLIOTT
TRUDEAU PS BOUNDARY RECOMMENDATION TO INFORMATION ITEM (a)
AND THAT THE AMENDED AGENDA BE APPROVED.

CARRIED

Community Presentations

(@) Vincent Massey Public School Boundary Review

Chair Deb Oldfield welcomed the delegate and provided an overview of the
community presentation process. Trustees heard from one delegate regarding the
Vincent Massey Public School Boundary Review.

DDSB Presentations

(b) Implementation of the 2023-2024 DDSB Math Achievement Action Plan

Superintendent Mohamed Hamid introduced System Lead Denise Nickerson,
Facilitator Michele Liverpool, Glen Street PS Principal Melanie Ford, Glen Street
Vice Principal Ashleigh Hamilton and Destreaming Coach Michael Hastie who
shared a presentation outlining implementation of DDSB’s 2023-2024 Math
Achievement Action Plan, and progress that has taken place at Glen Street
Public School.

Trustee questions were answered.

Director’'s Update

Director Camille Williams-Taylor provided trustees with the following update:

Earlier today at the Education Centre, the DDSB and the Durham Black Educators
Network (DBEN) kicked off Black History Month with a ceremony that involved
staff, community partners and most importantly our students. The arrangement
and singing of the Black National Anthem, by students and sisters Brooklyn and
Imani from J. Clarke Richardson Collegiate and the step performance from
Rosemary Brown Public School students were incredible and moved the entire
audience to standing ovations. As part of Black History Month celebrations, DBEN
is hosting a family-focused event with student visual art, performances and
entertainment, a silent auction, and a vendors' alley on Thursday, February 15" at
6:00 pm at Ajax High School.
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On January 23, the Ministry of Education announced that changes will be coming
to the Kindergarten curriculum, including new mandatory learning focused on
literacy and math skills. The revised curriculum will be in place starting in
September 2025 and is intended to ensure all students have foundational skills in
literacy and math as they enter Grade 1. New learning expectations will also be
introduced as part of the curriculum changes. More information to support
students, families and staff in the understanding and implementation of the new
curriculum will be shared as it becomes available.

Coming up on February 7 at 7 p.m., we continue our Parent Engagement Speaker
Series with the ‘Parenting in the Age of Social Media’ presentation. The
presentation addresses a variety of new considerations for parents and caregivers
while offering suggestions for keeping kids safe, responsible and ethical as they
navigate online spaces. Parents and caregivers interested in registering to attend
can check with their local school Principal or SCC Chair to find out if the school is
hosting an in-person watch event or if you can register to participate virtually from
home.

7. Information ltems

(@)  Vincent Massey PS, Gordon B. Attersley PS, Pierre Elliott Trudeau PS —
Boundary Recommendation

Associate Director David Wright and Head of Facilities Services Lisa Bianca
provided trustees with an overview of the consultative process that took place
recently leading to the recommendation to establish a revised enrolment boundary
for Oshawa schools Vincent Massey PS, Gordon B. Attersley PS and Pierre Elliott
Trudeau PS. It was noted that the recommendation being put forward through this
report is responsive to feedback gathered through community consultation and is
different than the original recommendation that was initially presented for
feedback. The boundary recommendation will be presented for approval at the
February 20, 2024 Board meeting.

Head of Facilities Services Lisa Bianca provided background information on the
enrolment pressures and growth that have impacted the Vincent Massey Public
School community, leading to the need for a boundary review process which has
included examination of several possible scenarios.

Trustee questions were answered.

(b) Student Trustee Report

Student Trustee Ben Cameron provided the following update:

This past month, Student Trustee Cameron attended OPSBA’s Public Education
Symposium, learning about education law, bargaining, emotional intelligence, and
more. Later this month, Student Trustees Cameron and Hoare will be attending
the OSTA conference in Ottawa.
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The Municipal Student Trustee elections happened from January 15-19. 718
students voted from across Ajax, Whitby, and Oshawa to nominate Shiloh,
Nitishan and Shampavi for the board-wide election which will be held this month
from February 20-26. An overview of the summary of election results was
provided.

Trustee questions were answered.

(c) Community Use of Schools Update

Associate Director David Wright introduced Head of Facilities Services Lisa
Bianca who provided trustees with an overview and update on the Community Use
of Schools (CUS) program, a Ministry of Education initiative that supports access
to school space, outside of school hours, for community members to come
together, volunteer, build skills, access community programs, become physically
active and build strong and healthy community schools. Updates to the CUS
application and renewal processes have been made in an effort to increase
equitable access to spaces in DDSB schools for community groups and
individuals.

Trustee questions were answered.

(d)  Redesignation of Growth Update

Associate Director David Wright introduced Head of Facilities Services Lisa
Bianca who provided trustees with an overview and update on redesignation of
growth in DDSB communities through assignment of growth boundaries and
partner schools, from future residential developments in north Pickering, north
Ajax, west Whitby and north Oshawa to schools that have capacity to
accommodate growth.

Trustee questions were answered.

(e)  Unnamed North Oshawa PS — Boundary Recommendation

Associate Director David Wright introduced Head of Facilities Services Lisa
Bianca who provided trustees with an overview of the consultative process that
took place recently, leading to establishment of an enrolment boundary for the
new Unnamed North Oshawa PS, scheduled to open in September 2024. The
boundary recommendation will be presented for approval at the February 20, 2024
Board meeting.

Trustee questions were answered.
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10.

()  OPSBA Report

Trustee Kelly Miller shared that last week OPSBA hosted the Public Education
Symposium, which provided an engaging opportunity for over 250 public school
board trustees and leadership staff as well as an overview of upcoming OPSBA
events and information around the launch of OPSBA'’s refreshed brand, which will
include a new website coming this spring.

Memos
The following memos were shared with trustees for information:

(a) 2324:16, DDSB Human Rights Advisory Committee and Anti-Black Racism
Advisory Committee
(b) 2324:17, DDSB@Home Transitional Pilot

Trustee questions were answered.

Correspondence

The following memos were shared with trustees for information:

(a) Letter from Ajax Ward 2 Councillor, Education Needs in Northeast Ajax

Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:55 p.m.

Chair

Secretary
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DURHAM DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

REPORT TO: Durham District School Board DATE: February 20, 2024

SUBJECT: Education Finance Committee Meeting Dates PAGE: 1 of 4
2024-2025 Budget

ORIGIN: Camille Williams-Taylor, Director of Education and Secretary to the Board
David Wright, Associate Director of Corporate Services and Treasurer of the Board
Jennifer Machin, Senior Manager of Finance

1.0 Purpose

The purpose of this report is to seek approval from the Board of Trustees on the Education
Finance Committee meeting dates for the development of the 2024-2025 Board budget, with
integration of the Multi-Year Strategic Plan to enhance organizational direction.

2.0 Background

The Durham District School Board recognizes Indigenous rights are distinct. In the exercise of
those rights, Indigenous staff and students shall not be subjected to actions with the aim or effect
of depriving these distinct rights.

The Durham District School Board is committed to providing learning and working environments
that centre human rights and equity and are safe, welcoming, respectful, equitable, accessible,
inclusive and free from all forms of discrimination, oppression, harassment and harm.

2.1 Budget Process

Provincial funding to school boards is provided through a series of grants referred to as the
Grants for Student Needs (GSN). The GSN includes detailed grant formulas and other
criteria to support school board operations and capital expenditures. Typically, the GSN is
released in early spring each year, providing school boards with time to develop and submit
an approved budget plan by the end of June to meet the Ministry of Education (the Ministry)
required timeline.

The board’s budget process begins with developing a viable projection of elementary and
secondary enrolment for the next school year. Following the announcement of GSN for the
next school year, staff develop an expenditure plan that is balanced to revenues.
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APRIL
Draft Official Enrolment
Projections

NOVEMBER
Financial Statements

APRIL
Grants for Student Needs

' Release
SEPTEMBER, NOVEMBER, ‘
MARCH, JUNE APRILTO JUNE
Audit Committee Draft Revenue &
Meetings Expenditure
. Determination
MAY APRILTO JUNE
7 Month Report Education Finance
‘ Committee Meetings

APRIL -
Quarter 2 Interim JUNE
Financial Report Budget Approved
JANUARY Ministry Filing
Revised Estimates &
Quarter 1 Interim
Financial Report

2.2 Guiding Principles

Creating an organized plan that identifies the guiding principles (attached as Appendix A),
that will be followed when making budget decisions, is critical to ensure Ministry directed
timelines are adhered to by the District. The budget process ensures support for the
Strategic Plan and allocates resources to support quality implementation of the Board’s
operational priorities.

A strong plan not only points the way forward, it provides a framework for how to get there
by:

¢ Detailing the allocation of the Board’s resources among its strategic priorities and
operational goals;

¢ Functioning as a guide for the Board of Trustees and Administrative Council when they
are making difficult choices;

o lllustrating to stakeholders how decisions are made;

e Focusing the Board’s attention when it is dealing with unexpected challenges, and thus
preventing reactive or short-sighted decision making;

e Creating a shared vision for diverse community and education partners;
Motivating the District’s staff and giving employees at every level of the organization a
sense of purpose;

e Evaluating data to inform decision making;

e Reviewing and revising the Ignite Learning Operational Goals to ensure they are
responsive and reflect student, staff and system needs; and

e Ensuring responsible allocation of fiscal responsibilities.
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3.0 Analysis

Below in Table 1 is the draft budget schedule, which factors in the approximate timing of the
release of the required information and materials. Depending upon the Ministry of Education’s
timing, it is possible that adjustments may be required. Staff will facilitate consultation on the draft
budget and provide Trustees with key themes that emerge from the consultation.

Table 1: 2024-2025 Budget - Schedule of Education Finance Committee Meetings

Date Meeting Type Time Purpose
Thursday, April 4, 2024 Public 6:00 p.m. |* Public Deputations
¢ Overview of the 2024-2025 GSN
Tuesday, April 30, 2024 In Camera 6:00 p.m. |4 Trustee Input Session
In Camera 6:00 p.m. |* Presentation of draft budget

Wednesday, May 15, 2024

Public 7:00 p.m. |e Presentation of draft budget

In Camera 6:00 p.m. |* Presentation of updated draft budget
from May 15, 2024 meeting

Tuesday, May 28, 2024
o Public Deputations

Public 7:00 p.m. |, Ppresentation of updated draft budget
from May 15, 2024 meeting
e Presentation of updated draft budget
_ from May 28, 2024 meeting, if required
Wednesday, June 5, 2024 Public 7:00 p.m.

e Budget Consideration and
Recommendation to Board for June
17, 2024 Board meeting, if required

4.0 Financial Implications

As stated in the Education Act, 2021, s.232, school boards are required to have balanced
budgets, which require total spending to be equal to, or less than, total revenue.

5.0 Evidence of Impact

The budget process is integrated and connected to the Board'’s strategic priorities to ensure
resources are allocated to support the Multi-Year Strategic Plan.
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6.0 Communication Plan

All public meetings are posted on the Board’s online calendar, and public deputations are
advertised in the following manner:

Durham Region News;

DDSB Website;

Social Media; and

An email will be sent to all Affinity groups.

7.0 Recommendation

It is recommended that the Board of Trustees approve the 2024-2025 meeting schedule as
outlined in Table 1 of this report for the Education Finance Committee.

8.0 Appendices
Appendix A — Guiding Principles

Report reviewed and submitted by:

Ced L

Camille Williams-Taylor, Director of Education and Secretary to the Board

21Ny

David Wrigh@ciate Director of Corporate Services and Treasurer of the Board
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Appendix A

Guiding Principles for Developing the Board’s Annual Budget

Durham District School Board follows a set of guiding principles that will be referenced when
developing the annual Board budget. These guiding principles help define key criteria for making
budget decisions.

e That the focus will be student-centred.

e The allocation of financial resources will be aligned to match system and operational goals
and priorities identified in the Multi-Year Strategic Plan.

o We will invest in the future of the organization by focusing on leadership, equity,
engagement, and innovation that supports student success and well-being.
e Budget decisions will support student and staff equity and human rights.

e Engaging in a collaborative budget process will assist in setting priorities.

e Budget decisions will ensure strong fiscal responsibility into the future.
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DURHAM DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

REPORT TO: Durham District School Board DATE: February 20, 2024

SUBJECT: Unnamed North Oshawa PS PAGE: 1 of 10

Boundary Recommendation

ORIGIN: Camille Williams-Taylor, Director of Education and Secretary to the Board

1.0

2.0

David Wright, Associate Director Corporate Services and Treasurer of the Board
Lisa Bianca, Head of Facilities Services

Lindsay Wells, Senior Manager, Development & Inclusive Design

Lygia Dallip, Manager, Property & Planning

Purpose

The purpose of this report is to present the staff recommended attendance boundary for
Unnamed North Oshawa PS, located at Winfield’s Farm Drive West and Wintergrace Avenue,
and scheduled to open for the 2024-2025 school year to the Board of Trustees for approval.

Background

The Durham District School Board recognizes Indigenous rights are distinct. In the exercise of
those rights, Indigenous staff and students shall not be subjected to actions with the aim or effect
of depriving these distinct rights.

The Durham District School Board is committed to providing learning and working environments
that centre human rights and equity and are safe, welcoming, respectful, equitable, accessible,
inclusive, and free from all forms of discrimination, oppression, harassment and harm.

Unnamed North Oshawa PS (NOPS) received Ministry of Education Capital Priorities funding in
October 2020.

The school is currently under construction and is scheduled to open for the 2024-2025 school
year.

The new school will provide pupil accommodation for students residing in the new North Oshawa
development neighbourhood, specifically located in the block west of Simcoe Street North, the
north side of Conlin Road, south side of Winchester Road West and east side of Thornton Road.

There have been four holding schools designated as enrolment in the area continued to increase.

The staff recommended attendance boundary for Unnamed North Oshawa PS is included as
Appendix A.
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2.1 Overview

Unnamed North Oshawa PS

NOPS has a Ministry Rated Capacity (MRC) of 536 pupils, will accommodate students from
Junior Kindergarten to Grade 8, and includes a Child Care Centre. The school site is 7.94 acres
in size.

NOPS is part of a greenfield (undeveloped land) development area of single family homes and
townhomes as well as rental units. Four holding schools, Stephen G. Saywell PS, Sunset Heights
PS, Dr. SJ Phillips PS and Elsie MacGill PS, have been accommodating growth until the
Unnamed N. Oshawa PS opens in the 2024-2025 school year. Locations of Unnamed N. Oshawa
PS and the four holding schools are found in Appendix B.

The proposed boundary encompasses the west side of Simcoe Street North, the north side of
Conlin Road, the south side of Winchester Road West and the east side of Thornton Road. The
proposed Unnamed N. Oshawa PS boundary aligns with the current holding school boundary in
place since development in the area began.

Holding Schools

Holding schools are determined based on factors including space to accommodate students (in
the school building, utilizing portables and site size), transportation (distance to school and space
to accommodate buses), adequate parking and washrooms to accommodate the projected
number of students and staff. Both the building and the site must be in compliance with applicable
building and fire codes as well as zoning requirements for the additional occupancy.

Once the holding school is identified, students and their siblings attend their designated holding
school. If the family moves within the identified holding area, the current holding school will be
assigned to the students and their siblings. The holding school designation will be in place until
such time as the new school is scheduled to open, and a boundary is approved.

Stephen G. Saywell PS was utilized as an active holding school from the 2015-2016 school year
to June 2018. Sunset Heights PS was identified as the second holding school and
accommodated new students from the Unnamed NOPS development area until June 2021. Dr.
SJ Phillips PS accommodated students from September 2021 until June 2023. Currently, Elsie
MacGill PS is the holding school for the Unnamed NOPS development area. Given current
enrolment trends, there is limited space across the system to accommodate holding students.

With the approval of a boundary for the Unnamed NOPS any available space in the current
holding schools will be utilized to address continued growth-related enrolment pressures within
North Oshawa, as required.

The City of Oshawa has two large new residential development areas in the north end of the
municipality, with approximately 8,000 new homes proposed for construction in the earliest
proposed development — Kedron Planning Area Il, while another one of similar size, over 8,700
units, Columbus Planning Area I, is proposed within the next 10 to 15 years just north of Kedron.
The Kedron Planning Area Il has development already underway with homes closing and
enrolment pressures continuing at North Oshawa schools.

Page 3 of 10
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2.2  Staff Recommended Option for Community Consultation

All Junior Kindergarten to Grade 7 students residing in the new North Oshawa development
neighbourhood, specifically located in the block west of Simcoe Street North, north of Conlin
Road, south of Winchester Road West and east of Thornton Road, as outlined in Appendix A,
would attend the new Unnamed NOPS as of the 2024-2025 school year.

Students residing in the area described above and entering Grade 8 for the 2024-2025 school
year will have the option of staying at their current holding school and graduating with their peers
or attending Unnamed NOPS for their graduating year with transportation provided.

Enrolment

The enrolment projections for Unnamed NOPS upon opening, based upon current holding and
growth data is as follows:

Table1:
Unnamed N. Oshawa PS
City of Oshawa

MRC: 536
Total Portables
Enrolment Utilization Needed
October 2024 601 112% 3
October 2025 629 117% 4
October 2026 635 118% 4
October 2027 640 119% 5

Projections updated to reflect the impact of 2023-2025 actual enrolments on future growth.

Based upon previous new DDSB school openings, a new facility attracts students from other
sources including other publicly funded schools, private schools and DDSB families within the
proposed boundary that decided to remain at their previous home school (rather than the DDSB-
assigned home school). The proposed Unnamed NOPS community has no existing schools and
therefore staff, based upon past school openings, expect Unnamed NOPS will attract
approximately 50 new students per year as new homes continue to be occupied. This data is
incorporated into the enrolment projections in Table 1.

Tables 2 through Table 5 summarize the impact of the opening of Unnamed North Oshawa PS on
the four holding schools as of 2024-2025.

The enrolment data provided in this report reflects actual October 2023 enrolment registrations
and the impact of actual enrolments on the projections for future growth from within each school’s
existing attendance boundary.
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Table 2:
Stephen Saywell PS
City of Oshawa
Impact on Enrolment with the opening
MRC: 389 of Unnamed N. Oshawa PS
Total Portables Total Portables
Enrolment Utilization Needed Enrolment | Utilization | Needed
October 2023 (actuals) 420 108% 0
October 2024 407 105% 347 89% 0
October 2025 399 103% 0 345 89% 0
October 2026 377 97% 0 332 85% 0
October 2027 355 91% 0 315 81% 0
Table 3:
Sunset Heights PS
City of Oshawa
Impact on Enrolment with the opening
MRC: 380 of Unnamed N. Oshawa PS
Total Portables Total Portables
Enrolment Utilization Needed Enrolment | Utilization | Needed
October 2023 (actuals) 578 152% 8
October 2024 556 146% 7 440 116% 1
October 2025 561 148% 7 447 118% 1
October 2026 542 143% 7 438 115% 1
October 2027 535 141% 6 433 114% 1
Table 4:
Dr. SJ Phillips PS
City of Oshawa
MRC: 452 Impact on Enrolment with the opening
of Unnamed N. Oshawa PS
Total Portables Total Portables
Enrolment Utilization Needed Enrolment | Utilization | Needed
October 2023 (actuals) 668 148% 9
October 2024 695 154% 9 456 101% 0
October 2025 667 148% 8 467 103% 1
October 2026 654 145% 7 480 106% 1
October 2027 648 143% 6 500 111% 2

Page 4 of 10
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3.0

Page 5 of 10
Table 5:
Elsie MacGill PS
City of Oshawa
Impact on Enrolment with the opening

MRC: 519 of Unnamed N. Oshawa PS

Total Portables Total Portables

Enrolment | Utilization | Needed Enrolment** | Utilization | Needed

October 2023 Actuals 724 139% 6*
October 2024 610 118% 6 542 104% 2
October 2025 605 117% 6 520 100% 0
October 2026 593 114% 6 511 98% 0
October 2027 568 109% 6 498 96% 0

As previously stated, this data does not impact the current Grade 7 students, who are preparing
to enter secondary school and may want to graduate with their peers. If Grade 7 students decide
to transition to the Unnamed NOPS, the updated enrolment data will be reflected in the spring for
staffing purposes.

The opening of Unnamed NOPS for the 2024-2025 school year will result in minimal portable
requirements to the four schools currently holding the growth. These schools will be provided
some relief; however, they may be required in future years to accommodate the current and
planned growth in Oshawa.

For the current school year, the four holding schools have a combined total of 23 portables on site
to accommodate enrolment pressures. With the opening of the new Unnamed NOPS, there is a
potential to redirect 17 portables to address other accommodation pressures and ensure that
fewer students are in alternative learning spaces.

Analysis

3.1 Boundary Review Process

The DDSB School Boundaries Regulation outlines the parameters used for creating new and
revising current school boundaries. The Regulation includes a consultation process to gather
feedback from the community (see Appendix C).

In keeping with the current protocols, all information about the boundary review process was
available on the Durham District School Board (DDSB) website, the involved schools’ websites
(linked to DDSB’s website), posted on social media platforms, and included the organization of a
virtual presentation and public meetings.

e Section 2.0 of the Regulation sets out the steps for the consultation process which is
reflected in the process undertaken for Unnamed N. Oshawa PS Boundary Review
from December 4, 2023, to February 20, 2024.
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o Section 2.1(f) requires a minimum of one open house/webinar for community
consultation.

o Section 2.1(g) considers the creation of a community consultation regarding
possible transition plans if necessary.

= Section 7.2 of this report sets out a proposed transition plan if the
recommendation is approved by the Board of Trustees.

e Section 2.3 of the Regulation requires that, where possible, finalized details of the
adjusted boundaries be determined and announced no later than the release of the
Official Enrolment Projections preceding the school year in which the boundaries
would be changed. This provides sufficient advance notice to parents/guardians,
students, trustees, school and administrative staff.

Consultation Process

Planning staff shared and discussed the proposal of the Boundary Review with Oshawa
Trustees, the appropriate Superintendent of Equitable Education, and the Principals of the
four holding schools prior to the commencement of the review process outlined in a report
provided to the Board of Trustees on December 4, 2023.

Virtual meetings were held to discuss the Boundary Review with the School Community
Councils’ (SCC) Executive. The virtual meeting for Dr. SJ Phillips PS and Stephen Saywell
PS was held on December 7, 2023, at 5:00 p.m. The SCCs at Elsie MacGill PS and Sunset
Heights PS did not schedule an SCC Executive meeting to discuss the Unnamed N.
Oshawa PS boundary review.

A virtual public meeting was held on December 18, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. Participants were
required to pre-register.

The Boundary Review was publicized with a variety of options for the community to provide
input e.g., voicemail, email, survey, and a virtual public consultation meeting. Opportunities
to provide input closed on January 12, 2024.

Community Input
3.3.1  Webinar Input (Appendix D1 Summary)

Quick Facts
e 28 individuals registered for the webinar.
e 15 individuals attended.
e 6 questions/comments were received in the Q&A:

o Staff responded to the questions/comments live and in the chat. Survey
Input (Appendix D1 Summary).
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3.3.2. A survey via SurveyMonkey was available from December 5, 2023, to January 12,
2024, for input. Appendix D2 includes the feedback from the survey.

Quick Facts

There were 111 survey participants:
o 12 DDSB students.
71 parents/guardians of a DDSB student.
8 parents/guardians of a future DDSB student (pre-school age children).
17 DDSB staff.
3 community stakeholders/members of the public.

3.3.3. Email and Voicemail Input

An Unnamed North Oshawa PS Boundary Review email and voicemail were created and
made accessible to the community from December 5, 2023, to January 12, 2024. No
voicemails were received; however, there was one email from a family currently attending
one of the designated holding schools, Stephen Saywell PS. A summary is included as
Appendix D3.

3.4 Community Concerns and Staff Input
The community, through consultation and emails requested that staff consider the following:

3.4.1 How will DDSB ensure a smooth transition for students, including those with unique
needs, such as autism?

Staff Analysis/Assessment:

Changes due to the proposed boundary shifts will be a transition for students and families.
The mental health and well-being of all students and their caregivers who may be affected
by these changes are among the District's leading considerations. DDSB will be
intentional in the transition supports for all students impacted by the change. Relationship
building and facilitating a sense of school community, connectedness and belonging
across all learning spaces will be key commitments throughout this process.

Should the staff recommended boundary be approved by the Board, DDSB will consider
the needs of impacted students as part of the transition process and staff will be available
to address student and parent/caregiver and family concerns.
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3.4.2 Can our children continue to attend their holding school and if they can, will
transportation be provided?

Staff Analysis/Assessment:

Students entering Grade 8 for the 2024-2025 school year will have the option of staying at
their current holding school and graduating with their peers or attending Unnamed N.
Oshawa PS for their graduating year. The 2024-2025 Grade 8 students will be provided
transportation to their current holding school, if they choose to stay. All other students
currently enrolled at one of the four holding schools, and residing with the approved
boundary will be transferred to Unnamed N. Oshawa PS for the 2024-2025 school year.

3.4.3 Will the new school offer French Immersion?
Staff Analysis/Assessment:

Unnamed N. Oshawa PS is an English program offering Junior Kindergarten to Grade 8.
There is a French Immersion school, Jeanne Sauve PS, designated to the area.

3.4.4 Concerns expressed about the impact on children’s mental health and well-being due to
changing the enrolment boundary.

Staff Analysis/Assessment:

Changes due to the proposed boundary shifts will be a transition for students and families.
With this in mind, the mental health and well-being of all students, and their caregivers
who may be affected by these changes are among the district’s leading considerations.
DDSB will be intentional in the transition supports for all students impacted by the

change. Relationship building and facilitating a sense of school community,
connectedness and belonging across all learning spaces will be key commitments
throughout this process.

Should the staff recommended boundary be approved by the Board, DDSB will consider
the needs of impacted students as part of the transition process and staff will be available
to address student and parent/caregiver and family concerns.

3.4.5 Our children are currently at one of the four holding schools. What is the process to
ensure our children get into the new school?

Staff Analysis/Assessment:

Upon the approval of a permanent boundary for Unnamed NOPS, DDSB staff will update an
internal database to identify families residing within the approved boundary. Students
currently attending one of the four holding schools with a home address within the proposed
new NOPS boundary area will be identified as students at Unnamed NOPS for the 2024-
2025 school year. Once administrative staff are assigned to the new school (into the spring
of 2024 ) families will be contacted.
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Evidence of Impact

Establishing boundaries is one part of the important process of accommodating students in their
neighbourhood school whenever possible, resulting in reduced transportation and portable needs
at schools currently holding students.

Communication Plan

The establishment or revision of School Boundaries is a community consultation process that
includes a variety of communications including reports to the Board of Trustees, PowerPoint
presentations available on DDSB’s website, school communications utilizing affected schools and
DDSB websites, as well as other forms of school notifications, i.e., social media, etc.

There have been several opportunities to provide and receive communication throughout the
consultation period:

e December 4, 2023, information report presented to the Board outlining commencement of
the Consultation Process;

e PowerPoint presentations were posted on the DDSB’s website and syndicated to

each school’s website;

Virtual school community council executive meetings;

Public Consultation meeting (webinar) December 18, 2023;

Email, voicemail, and survey created and distributed;

Opportunities for input were promoted through school newsletters, websites

and through DDSB social media.

5.1 Next Steps:

Pending approval, the Communications department will post the approved recommendation and
timeline (September 2024) on social media, the DDSB’s website and the websites of all four
holding schools (Dr. SJ Phillips PS, Elsie MacGill PS, Sunset Heights PS and Stephen G. Saywell
PS).

As part of the Unnamed NOPS Boundary Review, the four above-listed holding schools would
also communicate with students and parents/caregivers via e-mail regarding the approved
boundary, the grade(s) impacted and the timeline for September 2024. Information is also
available on the DDSB’s website: https://www.ddsb.ca/en/about-ddsb/boundary-and-program-
reviews.aspx#Unnamed-North-Oshawa-Public-School
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https://www.ddsb.ca/en/about-ddsb/boundary-and-program-reviews.aspx#Unnamed-North-Oshawa-Public-School
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5.2 Transition Plan

Pending approval, the following transition plan to support students would be implemented:

e Principals from Elsie MacGill PS, Dr. SJ Phillips PS, Sunset Heights PS and Stephen G.
Saywell PS will work together with their School Community Councils (SCC) to ensure
students and parent/guardian concerns are addressed by:

o Providing supports for mental health and well-being of students and their
caregivers who may be affected by these changes.

o Providing updates on Unnamed NOPS.

o Surveying families of current Grade 7 students at the four holding schools who will
be impacted by the opening of Unnamed NOPS to determine if they will remain at
their current holding school for their graduating year, or transition to the Unnamed
NOPS.

Conclusion

Unnamed NOPS received Ministry of Education Capital Priorities funding in October 2020. The
school is currently under construction and is scheduled to open for the 2024-2025 school year.

The new school will provide pupil accommodation for students residing in the new North Oshawa
development neighbourhood, specifically located in the block west of Simcoe Street North, north
of Conlin Road, south of Winchester Road West and east of Thornton Road. The School
Boundaries Regulation ensures a community consultation process recognizing and including
many opportunities for community input. There were no concerns/opposition to the proposed
permanent boundary throughout the process.

Recommendation

That the Board of Trustees approve the staff recommended Boundary for Unnamed North
Oshawa PS, effective September 2024, as outlined in Appendix A.

Appendices

Appendix A: Unnamed North Oshawa PS Recommended Boundary
Appendix B: Unnamed North Oshawa PS Holding Schools and Holding Area
Appendix C: Regulation School Boundaries

Appendix D1, D2, D3: Webinar, Survey and Emails Summaries

Report reviewed and submitted by:

Ced L

Camille Williams-Taylor, Director of Education and Secretary to the Board

AHE7

David Wright/Assqciate Director of Corporate Services & Treasurer to the Board
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School Boundaries

To provide a uniform procedure for establishing and adjusting school boundaries.

1.1 New School Boundaries

New school boundaries are established for newly constructed or planned schools. The locations of school sites
are primarily determined at the Municipal Secondary Plan stage by Planning Staff. New school boundaries are
designed to reflect the neighbourhood or community which the school is intended to serve. In a period of
enrolment growth, it is expected that these boundaries will be altered to address growth related issues such
as, accommodation, instruction, transportation.

Where possible, new school boundaries will be based on the following criteria:

(a) municipal, community or neighbourhood boundaries as defined within Official, Secondary or
Community plans;

(b) local restricting parameters;

e major roads, highways,
e rivers,

e rail lines,

e hydro corridors,

e incompatible land uses;

(c) maximizing the walking population to the school;
(d) accommodating both a peak population and a mature population adequately on site.
1.2 Adjustments to Existing School Boundaries
(a) Interim Boundary Adjustments:
(i) Causes: Interim boundary adjustments are considered for a neighbourhood, school or

family of schools in response to a number of problems that can arise:

e areas where no school boundary exists;

e inresponse to enrollment pressures;

e inresponse to facility problems due to site constraints, temporary closure, timing of
construction, damage due to fire or other catastrophes, etc.

(ii) Time: Interim boundary adjustments are temporary and should not be considered for
periods exceeding three years.

Page 1 of 4
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Criteria:

Preferred Alternative - Adjacent School

Where possible, interim school boundaries will take into consideration the nearest adjacent
school that meets the following criteria:

e has available capacity or room for portable classrooms to accommodate students who
are to be displaced;

e provides a similar program for students;

e islocated within the same community or municipality;

e has a walking population component.

Other Alternatives:

Should the nearest adjacent school not meet the above criteria, the two other alternatives
are:

Alternative A: a school within the same municipality which is accessible by public or
Durham District School Board transportation which meets criteria 1. and 2. in section (iii).

Alternative B: a school within The Durham District School Board which meets criteria 1. and
2. in section (iii).

(b) Permanent Boundary Adjustments:

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

Causes: Permanent boundary adjustments are primarily caused by:

Program Adjustments

e  French Immersion or Gifted program relocation or creation;
e JK-6to JK-8, or 7 & 8 to JK-8 school conversion;
e |ocation of new or unique programs within the Board, etc.

School Closure and Consolidation of School Facilities
Relocation of Student Population

e where no community school will be built;

e when interim measures are extended beyond 3 years;

e in conjunction with previous two examples;

e to accommodate changes in facilities that alter school capacity, etc.

Time: Permanent boundary adjustments are considered for a neighbourhood, school or
family of schools when an area is to be affected for a period greater than three years.
Permanent boundary adjustments are major projects requiring extensive research and
consultation and can have a lengthy period of implementation.

Criteria: Where possible, permanent boundary adjustments will be based on the following
criteria:

Page 2 of 4
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e maintaining the educational viability of the program in question;

e school facilities must be adaptable to meet program needs and the anticipated student
population;

e same criteria as listed in Section 1.1 "New School Boundaries" Sections (a) to (d).

Decisions regarding school boundaries ultimately rest with the Board. The consultative process is as follows:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(g)

(h)

As part of the annual meeting between Planning staff and the Area Superintendents, discussions on
the need for a boundary review will occur.

The Planning Department and the appropriate Superintendent will develop a proposal in consultation
with Durham Student Transportation Services. (Financial implications will be included).

The Superintendent(s) of Education/Area, Transportation Department and the Planning Department
will meet with the trustee(s) to discuss the consultative process, review the analysis and plan the public
consultation process.

An Open Session report to Trustees will be presented as information, regarding the commencement
of a boundary review.

The Superintendent(s) of Education/Area will consult with the Principal(s) and School Community
Council chair(s) or Executive(s).

The Superintendent(s) of Education/Area and the appropriate trustee(s) will initiate a public
consultation process, involving a minimum of one Open House, with parents/guardians of students to
be affected and involve the appropriate Principal(s), the School Community Council chair(s) or
executive(s), the Planning Department and Durham Student Transportation Services. Information on
the proposal will be outlined at the Open House and input from parents/guardians will be received.

Based on staff expertise and past practice, it may be determined that a subsequent Open House is
required within the process to provide additional information (ie boundary revision based on
community feedback, survey results) or to create a community consultation process regarding possible
transition plans.

A dedicated email address and phone line will be set up to gather input, from the time the community
are informed of the consultation process, to when an approval has occurred.

An administrative report will be prepared by the Superintendent(s) of Education/Area in consultation
with the Planning Department and Durham Student Transportation Services and presented to
Administrative Council. This report will go to the Board for final approval.

Details of the new or revised school boundaries and implementation will be communicated in writing
by the Superintendent(s) of Education/Area to the school community.

Where possible, finalized details of new or adjusted boundaries will be determined and announced no later
than the release of the Official Enrollment Projections proceeding the school year in which the boundaries are
to be enforced or phased in. This time frame allows for sufficient advance notice to parents, students, trustees,
school and administrative staff.
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Appendix:
None

Effective Date
98-06-26
Amended/Reviewed
2006-08-02
2012-05-22
2012-10-01
2014-12-04
2019-11-08
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APPENDIX D1

Unnamed North Oshawa PS BOUNDARY CONSULTATION -- WEBINAR QUESTIONS &

STAFF ANSWERS - December 12, 2023

The Questions/Comments below are imported verbatim from the November 24, 2022 Webinar as submitted by
participants. Responses were provided during the Webinar by DDSB staff via chat or live (if live, no text response is

provided below)

Question/Comment Received at
December 12, 2023 Webinar Session

DDSB Staff Response

Not sure if this is the correct platform but since the school is supposed to
open for September 2024/2025, how are the kids currently enrolled in
the other four schools be registered to attend the new school? What is
the process for the parents to ensure the kids get their seats in the new
school?

In the spring the student data for students residing within the approved boundary
will be provided to the new school. Staff will work together to ensure all students
are transferred to to Unnamed North Oshawa PS. Students currently in Grade 7
will be given the choice to attend their current school or attend NOPS. Surveys
will be provided to all of these students once the boundary is aprroved.

If any student is suffering from specific health issues such as autism, how
is DDSB going to ensure there is smooth transition for such students since
these students would have got used to staff, environment, etc. at their
current school?

Transition plans, in consultation with families, will be created once the boundary
has been determined and will include both sets school staff. For students with
specific learning needs Inclusive Student Services and the local school team will
be part of that planning. Families will be able to work with the SERT/Admin
teams to address specific individual student needs at that time.

Thanks, that means we would not have option to keep our child to same
holding school as they are currently going?

Only the current Grade 7 students have the option to continue to attend their
current holding school. All other students currently in JK to Grade 6 and new JK’s
for 2024 will attend the new school

If students in this area continue at their current holding schools will their
be bus transportation provided for them still?

Transportation will be provided to current Grade 7 students, if they decide to
remain at their current holding school and if they remain at their current address
for Grade 8.

When do we expect to hear from the DDSB that our children are
transferred to the new school?

live answered

Is the new school French Immersion?

live answered
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Unnamed North Oshawa Public School

Boundary Review Consultation Survey 2023-2024

The Durham District School Board (DDSB) invited students, parents/guardians, DDSB staff and members of the
community to provide feedback on the proposed boundary option for the Unnamed North Oshawa Public
School. Using an online survey tool, the questionnaire was launched on December 5%, 2023, and closed on
January 12, 2024. 111 completed responses were received.

Participants (n=111)
. 12 DDSB Students (grades K-8)
. 0 DDSB Students (grades 9-12)

° 71 Parents/Guardians of a DDSB Student
. 8 Parents/Guardians of a Future DDSB Student (e.g., pre-school age children)

o 17 DDSB Staff

° 3 Community Members (e.g., member of the public)

Figure 1
DDSB Students
Which school do you currently attend?
n=12
Stephen Saywell PS I 5
Dr. S.J. Phillips PS IS 3
Sunset Heights PS I 2
Elsie MacGill PS 1l 1
DDSB school in... Il 1

Figure 3
Parents/Guardians of Current & Future
DDSB Students
Do you have pre-school age children that
will be attending the DDSB in the
forseeable future? n=71

69.0%

31.0%

Yes No

Figure 2
Parents/Guardians of DDSB Students
Which school does your child/children currently
attend? (Select all that apply)
n=72

Dr. S.J. Phillips PS e 28
Sunset Heights PS N 138
Elsie MacGill PS IS 15
Stephen Saywell PS N 8
Another DDSB school in Oshawa Bl 4
DDSB school in Whitby M 2

Figure 4
Parents/Guardians of Current & Future
DDSB Students
Which DDSB school did you plan on your
child/children attending? (Select all that apply)
n=29
Elsie MacGill PS e 8
Another DDSB school in Oshawa . 7
Dr. S.J. Phillips PS I 6
Sunset Heights PS w4
Stephen Saywell PS N 3
Other N 3
DDSB school in Whitby Bl 1

Research & Strategic Analytics (RSA) 1
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Impact of Proposed Boundaries

Figure 5
All Participants
What would the impact be if the proposed boundaries are adopted and
students are relocated to the Unnamed North Oshawa PS, rather than
attending their current holding school?

n=111
72.1%
0,
2.7% 14.4% 9.9% 0.9%
[ | —
Positive impact  Neutral - Noimpact Negative impact Unsure Choose not to

answer

Positive Impact — Why do you feel that way?

Figure 6
Thematic Analysis of Comments
Reasons why participants felt the proposed boundaries will have a positive impact
Response n=106

Convenience/Proximity 32.1%
Alleviate Overcrowding 21.7%
School Community/Sense of Belonging 13.2%
Reduces Transportation/Traffic Issues 12.3%
Improve Learning 4.7%
Safety 4.7%
Other 4.7%
New Facility and Amenities 3.8%
Access to Supports and Resources 1.9%

Student Well-Being 0.9%
Selected Comments:

Convenience/Proximity:

“They are closer to home and can walk to school and even come home for lunch.”
“New school is extremely close to our house and our daughter can simply walk there.”

“More accessibility for families to walk rather than bus.”

Research & Strategic Analytics (RSA)
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“The new school is walking distance from my house so its easier for the kids to attend.”

Alleviate Overcrowding:

“It is good for the kids that they can sit in the class and study rather in portable.”
“Because it would return my holding school to it’s designed capacity level.”

“...generally, number of students is classes will be reduced and there won't be need for putting 2 different
grades in one classroom | suppose.”

“It is important to take the current pressures off the holding school and allows students to attend in the home
school and neighborhood.”

School Community/Sense of Belonging:

“...more connected with other students of the same neighborhood as right now they are scatted to 4 different
schools.”

“Students will feel a sense of belonging and identity. Rather than being shuffled every few years.”
“They will be attending school in their own neighborhood...Easier to attend school activities and functions!”

“Enhanced Parental Involvement: Easier for parents to engage with the school, fostering a stronger school-
community connection.”

Reduces Transportation/Traffic Issues:

“It's so much closer. | don't drive so if my kids miss the bus then | have no way of getting them to school.”

“Will reduce traffic in the morning and better for the environment.”

“It is closer, no need for school bus.”

Improve Learning:

“A less crowded school can offer a better learning environment with more individual attention for students.”

“I have seen the struggle on the teachers and students trying to adapt to larger, unruly students, and language
barriers.”

“Less students in the class, so teachers can give more attention to students.”

Safety:

“...congested which often makes hallways unsafe for students and staff.”

Research & Strategic Analytics (RSA) 3
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“There are not enough bathrooms for students to safely use the bathroom with children the same age as
them.”

“Improved Safety: Shorter commutes can be safer.”

Other:

“Please include Arctic red drive to the boundary as the current holding school is in Whitby for students
overflowing from Northern dancer...”

“When schools become a holding school, the behaviours are out of control and with the way the board is going
these days, there are no consequences to these behaviours. Massive populations lead to issues.”

“...will DDSB have enough staff available for when any school opens; | know for this year 22/23 back school was
so disorganized with posting who will my child teacher (in September) It would have been nice to know this

information starting.”

New Facility and Amenities:

“It will be nice to have a clean, fresh school for our children.”

“I feel positive if my kid will join new school as she gets new playground to play, new resources to meet as she
doesn't have school amenities like playground.”

Access to Supports and Resources:

“Reduces the number of high need students at the holding school, which has negatively affected staff and
students since the support provided is inadequate.”

“My children will remain at their current holding school and hopefully have access to much needed special
education resources that have been stretched way too thin with the school operating at 150% enrollment.”

Student Well-Being:

“Less travel time for students, leading to less stress and more time for studies and rest.”

Research & Strategic Analytics (RSA) 4
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Negative Impact — Why do you feel that way?

Figure 7
Thematic Analysis of Comments
Reasons why participants felt the proposed boundaries will have a negative impact
Response n=24

Student Well-Being (social-emotional, Mental Health) [ IINNINININGgQNEGEGEGEEEEE )0.0%
Established/Sense of Belonging | NNININGEE )-.0%
Final Year/Graduation |G 12.5%
Negative Effects on Student Success [ ININININIIGG 12.5%
Existing Challenges (overcrowding) [ 3.3%
Convenience/Distance [ 3.3%

Transportation [ 24.2%

Selected Comments:

Student Well-Being (social-emotional, Mental Health):

“Kids formed the friends in their current school. So, moving the kids who are above grade 6 will loose all friends
which will have negative impact.”

“My son is autistic, and he is getting settled down... Not sure how this change would impact my son's mental
health...”

“Because | have been going to this school when | was young all my friends are there...”

Established/Sense of Belonging:

“l am in grade 7 so | would have to change schools get used to and by the time | am in high school which is not
fair.”

“My son is autistic, and he is getting settled down into his current school/class environment, getting
familiarized with teacher, staff, location, etc. Stephen G Saywell school has a history of my child and
understands his needs.”

“To start a new school with new kids isn't fair.”

Final Year/Graduation:

“My son is in his final year in 24/25. It would be ideal if he could graduate in Stephen Saywell.”
“This is going to wreck my grade 8 year not gonna okie because | don’t to move.”

Research & Strategic Analytics (RSA) 5
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Negative Effects on Student Success:

“...will reduce quality of education and facilities to students”

“We are newcomers to Canada and this year is the first for my child grade 3, he struggles to adapt while his
teacher will change the 2nd year.”

Convenience/Distance:

“We live right across Stephen Saywell public school and if we were to be re- located it would be extremely
inconvenient as currently, we can walk across the street and get to the school right away without even having
to drive.”

“I've registered my son at Elsie MacGill for JK and it is closer to us but if that boundary changed it would be
hard for him to go to the new school.”

Transportation:

“l don’t want are buses to cancel because this not a fair thing so please allow me to this school

Unsure of Impact — Why do you feel that way?
There were insufficient responses to conduct a thematic analysis of the comments made by participants that
selected “Unsure” to the question of “What would be the impact if the proposed boundaries were adopted?”

Selected Comments:

Established/Sense of belonging:

“Mly kids, currently in grade 6,4, and 3 have been attending Saywell since kindergarten. They are not happy to
move.”

“Coz kids love the teachers and staffs at Dr SJ, they were kind of worry not to have same teachers and
principals around.”

Relieve Overcrowding:

“Hoping it will relieve some of the overflow of student currently enrolled at my child’s school.”

Distance:

“l don’t think it affects us. It would be nice to have smaller class sizes at the current school, but we would not
be going to the new school, it’s too far away.”

Research & Strategic Analytics (RSA) 6
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Neutral Impact — Why do you feel that way?
There were insufficient responses to conduct a thematic analysis of the comments made by participants that
selected “Neutral” to the question of “What would be the impact if the proposed boundaries were adopted?”

Selected Comments:

“The only benefit | can see is potentially less traffic during school drop off in the mornings/less buses.”

“Our school is not at capacity, and it doesn't not affect numbers much if this school is opened or not.”

Please provide any additional comments about the proposed boundary realignment:

KEY THEMES (Selected Comments)

Questions Asked By Participants:

“Will the designated high school change too? Because | have daughter grade 8.”
“I'm hoping we will have Before/After school hours for parents who work at the office and start early and finish
late and has no support such as grandparents or other family members to take care of our children until we

finish work.”

“I'm not sure why you are asking about the boundaries. | assume it would be this way, considering we live
here. Also it was supposed to be built 2 years ago so we are waiting patiently....”

“I would like to know about the transportation. If we get bis transportation, then it would be better.”

“Will children with special needs have better support and help? | would like to know if the new school will
have enough staff to meet the needs of the children.

“Why are portables required for a brand-new school? You should adjust your building or your boundaries.”

Alternative Options/Suggestions:

“This doesn't reflect the new realities of 8k new homes. Rate of building is exceeding the current infrastructure.
Instead of portables, why not build an auditorium alongside gym that can convert into class spaces if needed,
doubles as indoor space.”

“Post more signs to reduce speed. Windfield farms west road has cars parked on both side of the road and the
street is busy with cars speeding. Major hazard in this area.”

“Students who have holding school as Northern Dancer P S should be considered as it’s overflowing and
currently the students that are overflowing are redirected to coronation P S which is more than 10 kms.”

Research & Strategic Analytics (RSA) 7
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Option to remain at holding school:

“The students should be given opportunity to stay in their holding school as an option till the finish of grade 8.”
“I hope that the families have a choice whether to be relocated or not.”
“Please don’t do this to the Stephen Saywell school no one wants to leave.”

Improve planning and supports for schools:

“Put supports in place BEFORE blindly making a school a holding school- survey the needs and offer additional
accommodations! Elsie MacGill is over capacity, and nothing is being done to help - many violent incidences
occurring daily.”

“The school has not provided the required supports needs to for the kids attending holding schools.”

“If the board was proactive in projected populations, then schools would be built for the location. A school that
is less than 5 years old should have 6 portables, especially when they are arriving 4 months into the school
year.

“For the life of me, I've no idea why the creation of new schools lags so significantly behind the residential
developments underway. | believe there is no excuse for the holding schools to suffer the negative impacts on

their capacity that they do.”

“You need to up the capacity to at least 700. The proposed capacity is too low.”

Research & Strategic Analytics (RSA) 8
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APPENDIX D3

Unnamed N. Oshawa PS Boundary Review

December 5, 2023 to January 12, 2024

E-mail Summary from 1 E-mails received during Consultation Period

School Summarized Concerns

Would DSTS continue to provide bus services if my children
continue to attend Stephen Saywell PS? My child is in Grade 6
and is hoping to finish grades 7 & 8 with their current peers at

Stephen G. Saywell PS.

Stephen Saywell PS

ﬁm @DurhambDistrictSchoolBoard , @DDSBSchools ddSb.Ca


https://www.facebook.com/DurhamDistrictSchoolBoard/
https://ca.linkedin.com/company/durham-district-school-board
https://www.instagram.com/durhamschools/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/durhamdsb?lang=en
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DURHAM DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

REPORT TO: Durham District School Board DATE: February 20, 2024

SUBJECT: Vincent Massey PS; Gordon B. Attersley PS; PAGE: 1 of 18

Pierre Elliott Trudeau PS — Boundary Recommendation

ORIGIN: Camille Williams-Taylor, Director of Education and Secretary to the Board

1.0

2.0

David Wright, Associate Director Corporate Services and Treasurer of the Board
Lisa Bianca, Head of Facilities Services

Lindsay Wells, Senior Manager, Development & Inclusive Design

Lygia Dallip, Manager of Property and Planning

Purpose

The purpose of this report is to recommend to the Board of Trustees a revised enrolment
boundary (Appendix A1) for Vincent Massey Public School, Gordon B. Attersley Public School
and for Pierre Elliott Trudeau Public School (Appendix A2) to alleviate ongoing accommodation
pressures, effective September 2024.

Background

The Durham District School Board recognizes Indigenous rights are distinct. In the exercise of
those rights, Indigenous staff and students shall not be subjected to actions with the aim or effect
of depriving these distinct rights.

The Durham District School Board is committed to providing learning and working environments
that centre human rights and equity and are safe, welcoming, respectful, equitable, accessible,
inclusive and free from all forms of discrimination, oppression, harassment and harm.

Vincent Massey PS (VMPS) has experienced consistent accommodation pressures since 2019-
2020; however, there has been a rapid increase in enrolment over the last two years. Enrolment
is projected to continue to increase at the school over the next five years (Official Enrolment
Projection) and into the longer term.

To manage this growth, VMPS currently has 12 portables on site and the library in use for regular
classroom instruction. Unless action is taken, additional portables will be required in 2024-2025 to
accommodate the continued enrolment growth and will further reduce available play space on
site.

A school with high utilization such as VMPS experiences operational challenges including:

e Scheduling to ensure all students have access to the gym, the library, intra-curricular
activities;

¢ Increased enrolment may result in line-ups for washrooms and congestion in the hallways;
expansion of parking spaces and of kindergarten play areas;

¢ Increased number of portables limits available play space within existing site lines; and

e Increase in traffic and safety concerns given the larger school enroiment.

The revision of boundaries is a means towards enrolment relief for VMPS and to make better use
of program space.
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A boundary review is an initial step in managing enrolment pressures by considering
neighborhoods at the edges of the subject school’s existing enrolment boundary areas where
students are already bused to their home school. Schools closest to these neighborhoods, where
there is available space to accommodate portables and transportation on site, are studied to see
if they have the capacity and physical structure to accept new students.

2.1 Overview of Schools
Vincent Massey PS

VMPS, located at 211 Harmony Road north in Oshawa, is in a campus setting (shared site)
located directly south of Eastdale CVI. The location and current boundary for the school are
provided in Appendix B. The school has a Ministry Rated Capacity (MRC) of 441, offering
Junior Kindergarten to Grade 8 Regular program and Before and After School Child Care.
VMPS is located on a long and narrow 6.98-acre site with one frontage onto Harmony Road
North.

2.1.1. Enrolment and Portables

The school was designed to accommodate 441 students. Calculations based on an update
of actual enrolments in January 2024, confirm a utilization rate at VMPS of 180%.

Enrolment at VMPS is projected to increase for the 2024-2025 school year, resulting in 16
portables required on site and continued use of the library for regular classroom instruction.
The site can currently accommodate up to 12 portables.

If enrolment is not reduced, and the site needs to accommodate more than the current 12
portables, it will require the installation of a fire hydrant and a fire route. Up to 14 portables
can be accommodated on the site based on existing washroom capacity at the school.
Beyond that, alternative measures to provide washroom fixtures would need to be
discussed with the City of Oshawa to permit portables 15, 16 or beyond.

System wide, there is a limited number of available portables and there are concerns that it
may not be possible to continue to increase the number of portables at VMPS to
accommodate the projected need.

The projections in Table 1 below indicate steady growth, greater than available space.

Table 1:

Vincent Massey PS
City of Oshawa

MRC: 441
Portables
Total Enrolment Utilization Needed *
October 2023 Actuals 794 180% 12
October 2024 828 188% 16
October 2025 856 194% 17
October 2026 888 201% 18
October 2027 882 200% 18

*Portable needs assumes library will be used as a classroom; maximum # of
portables on site = 12
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The current size of the student population is not projected to decrease noticeably over the
coming years and will continue to present accommodation pressures, programming and
associated safety concerns. Table 1 contemplates the continued use of the library as a
classroom. To utilize the library for its intended purpose, from 2024-2025, an additional
portable, each year, would be required.

2.1.2. Transportation

As of December 2023, there were 9 large passenger buses and 1 small passenger bus
transporting eligible students to VMPS. As of December 21, 2023, there were 798 students
enrolled at VMPS with 406 students (51% of overall enrolment) using student
transportation. Of the students who are within walking distance, 78 of these students reside
less than 500 metres from VMPS.

Gordon B. Attersley PS
Gordon B. Attersley PS (GBAPS) has an MRC of 481 pupil places and is located on a 5.03-
acre site. The location and current boundary for the school are provided in Appendix B.

There are currently no portables on site. Current enrolment projections for GBAPS, based
on an update in January 2024, are provided below in Table 2.

Table 2:

Gordon B Attersley PS

City of Oshawa
MRC: 481
Portables
Total Enrolment Utilization Needed

October 2023 (actuals) 463 96% 0
October 2024 481 100% 0
October 2025 496 103% 0
October 2026 494 103% 0
October 2027 497 103% 0

2.1.3 Staff Recommended Option for Community Consultation as of December 2023

Staff recommended the following proposed boundary change for community consultation
and feedback:

That, beginning in the 2024-2025 school year, all JK to Grade 7 students residing west of
Autumnwood Trail; south and east of Harmony Conservation Area, and north of the middle
of Margate Drive, would attend GBAPS instead of VMPS as their home school.

Students entering Grade 8 in 2024-2025 will have the option of staying at VMPS and
graduating with their peers or attending GBAPS for their graduating year.
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Under this proposal, the existing VMPS enrolment pressure is projected to decrease for
September 2024 and over the four-year projection period (see Table 3).

The number of portables required at VMPS would decrease from the current 12 to 8 for
September 2024. However, portable needs will increase again in 2025 and beyond,
resulting in 10 portables by 2027.The decrease in enrolment is also anticipated to provide
relief to crowded hallways, line-ups for washrooms, ensure appropriate scheduling of the
gym, free up outdoor play space and provide some relief to the current traffic congestion
and safety concerns.

Table 3

Vincent Massey PS

City of Oshawa

MRC: 441 Impact on Enrolment with Boundary Adjustment

Portables Portables
Total Enrolment Utilization Needed * Total Enrolment Utilization MNeeded

October 2023 Actuals 794 180% 12

October 2024 528 188% 16 621 141% 8

October 2025 856 194% 17 642 146% 9

October 2026 888 201% 18 666 151% 10

October 2027 882 200% 18 662 150% 10

*Portable needs assumes library will be used as o classroom; maximum # of
portables on site = 12

GBAPS is projected to require 8 portables on site to accommodate the projected enrolment
increase with the recommended boundary realignment as illustrated in Table 4. The
enrolment at GBAPS is projected to remain relatively stable to 2027-2028, although
additional portables will be needed here as well beginning the following year.

Table 4

Gordon B Attersley PS
City of Oshawa

MRC: 481 Impact on Enrolment with Boundary Adjustment

Portables Portables
Total Enrolment Utilization Needed Total Enrolment Utilization Needed

October 2023 (octuals) 463 36% 0

October 2024 481 100% 0 676 140% 8

October 2025 496 103% 0 698 145% 9

October 2026 494 103% 0 704 146% 10

October 2027 497 103% 0 706 147% 10

Impact on Enrolment reflects minor adjustment for Pierre Elliott Trudeau PS enrolment adjustment

Under this option, over the next four years, approximately 20 portables would be needed for
use at the two schools.
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2.1.4 Option Based on Input from Community Consultation that ended on January 19, 2024

As described later in this report, the local community recommended that students from new
residential development within the existing VMPS enrolment boundary be relocated to
another school.

Staff, in considering recently updated long-term enrolment projections that incorporate
existing and future new residential development for the area, completed the following
analysis and recommends that the Board of Trustees consider this option as an immediate
solution to the ongoing enrolment pressures at VMPS:

The establishment of growth boundaries, within the existing VMPS permanent boundary, for
the new development area south of Eldorado Avenue, north of Shankel Road, east of
Fleetwood Drive and west of Townline Road North and the new development area south of
the Goldman Woodlot, north of Wadebridge Crescent, and west of Autumnwood Trail and
have these new growth boundaries partnered with Gordon B. Attersley PS and Harmony
Heights PS (Appendix A1). Staff would, in the next call for Ministry of Education Capital
Priorities Funding, submit a business case for a new school to accommodate students from
these developing areas.

The new development area south of the Goldman Woodlot and part of the new
development south of Eldorado Avenue including Fleetwood Drive south of Eldorado
Avenue, Leland Road and Shankel Road would be partnered with Gordon B. Attersley PS
while the other part of this area, including Apollo Street, Bradenton Path, and Doug Finney
Street would be partnered with Harmony Heights PS.

The impact on the three schools is set out in Tables 5 to 7 below.

Table 5

Vincent Massey PS

City of Oshawa

MRC: 441 Impact on Enrolment with Boundary Adjustment
Portables Portables

Total Enrolment Utilization Needed * Total Enrolment Utilization Needed

October 2023 Actuals 794 180% 12

October 2024 828 188% 17 631 143% 8

October 2025 856 194% 18 630 143% 8

October 2026 888 201% 19 641 145% 9

October 2027 882 200% 19 656 149% 9

*Portable needs removes library as alternative classrm space; maximum # of
portables on site = 12
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Table 6
Gordon B Attersley PS
City of Oshawa
MRC: 481 Impact on Enrolment with Boundary Adjustment

Portables Portables

Total Enrolment Utilization Needed Total Enrolment Utilization Needed

October 2023 (actuals) 463 96% 0
October 2024 481 100% 0 592 123% 5
October 2025 496 103% 0 625 130% 6
October 2026 494 103% 0 635 132% 7
October 2027 497 103% 0 621 129% 6

Impact on Enrolment reflects minor adjustment for Pierre Elliott Trudeau PS enrolment adjustment

Table 7

Harmony Heights PS

City of Oshawa

MRC: Impact on Enrolment with Boundary Adjustment
Portables Portables

Total Enrolment Utilization Needed Total Enrolment Utilization Needed

October 2023 (actuals) 359 106% 0

October 2024 359 105% 0 432 127% 4

October 2025 359 105% 0 443 130% 4

October 2026 371 109% 0 465 137% 5

October 2027 389 115% 0 479 141% 6

Based on the latest enrolment projections, the three schools would maintain a need for a
combined 21 portables until such time that new school funding is approved by the Ministry
of Education and a new school constructed.

School Community Concerns

VMPS is experiencing, and is projected to continue to experience, enrolment pressures
such that over the 4-year projection period, the permanent facility would be at 200%
utilization if neither the permanent boundary was reduced in size or growth boundaries
were removed from within the permanent boundary.

With all the input and alternative options received (Appendix C1 to C4), there was no
support provided for the continuation of status quo, and that current enrolment continue to
be accommodated at VMPS alone.

The current and projected enrolment pressure at VMPS is a safety concern as staff attempt
to manage crowded hallways and line ups for washrooms.

An increase in the number of portables results in more grades being in portables, and a
reduction in available play area. Parking and kindergarten play areas need to be expanded.

Transportation and safety issues on site, and on the Eastdale CVI site, continue to be a
concern.
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Parents/caregivers expressed concern over the availability of child care options as VMPS is
one of the only elementary schools in the area where Before and After School Childcare is
currently offered.

Throughout the community consultation process there were concerns regarding enrolment
pressures and the need for a change to help alleviate the enrolment pressure at the school.
Families within the proposed boundary review area identified alternative neighborhoods to
be rerouted to various schools to provide relief.

2.3 Other Boundary Scenarios Initially Examined:

Staff examined other potential boundary solutions to address the enrolment pressures at
VMPS before offering the original recommended boundary change for consultation.
Neighboring schools were examined to determine if they were an option to accommodate
additional enrolment currently located at VMPS.

The following is an overview of the analysis.

2.3.1  Realign the enrolment boundaries between VMPS and Coronation PS:

+ Coronation PS is a 377-pupil place, dual track school offering JK to Grade 8
Regular program and Grade 4 to Grade 8 Gifted program.

* Updated October 2023 enrolment at the school is 454. This includes students in
the Inclusive Student Services (ISS) program.

+ Coronation PS is the overflow school for Northern Dancer PS which is unable to
accommodate additional students as it has reached its portable maximum.
Northern Dancer PS is not projected to have enrolment relief; there will be
continued enrolment pressures for Coronation PS from the area.

* The library at Coronation PS is currently being utilized as classroom space.
Renovations scheduled for the library have been delayed for the past two years to
accommodate the use of the library for classroom space. The library renovations
will be scheduled to occur for the 2024-2025 school year.

2.3.2 Realign the enrolment boundaries between VMPS and Harmony Heights PS:
* Harmony Heights PS is a 317-pupil place school located on a 5.0-acre site.

* The bus loop is limited and cannot accommodate multiple large buses. Expansion
would interfere with the existing crosswalk and main hydro service at the street.
An option to create a secondary drop off towards the north side of the site is not
possible due to steep grading.

* The parking lot area is at its maximum width based on property lines and cannot
accommodate a turn-around space for cars eliminating the possibility of an on-site
student drop off.
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2.3.3 Realign the enrolment boundaries between VMPS and Pierre Elliott Trudeau PS:

* Pierre Elliott Trudeau PS is a 495-pupil place school with updated October 2023
enrolment of 725 students.

* For the 2023-2024 school year there are 8 portables on site to accommodate the
neighbourhood enrolment.

* As outlined below, students residing in a small area south of Taunton Road are
currently attending Gordon B. Attersley PS. Staff are proposing that future students
in this area be part of the Pierre Elliott Trudeau PS homeschool boundary as the
area is, geographically, within the Pierre Elliott Trudeau PS enrolment boundary.

* Given the current and projected enrolment for Pierre Elliott Trudeau PS there is
insufficient space to accommodate additional enrolment from outside the current
boundary.

2.3.4 Gordon B. Attersley PS Holding for Pierre Elliott Trudeau PS

Students residing south of Taunton Road on the following streets: Maclnally Court,
Glenbourne Drive and Benson Street (as identified in Appendix A2), have been attending
Gordon B. Attersley PS since the area was developed. The geographic area is within the
Pierre Elliott Trudeau PS boundary; however, at the time of the development of this land
Pierre Elliott Trudeau PS was unable to accommodate students from this area due to
enrolment pressures.

Students residing in this area are bused to Gordon B. Attersley PS but are within walking
distance of Pierre Elliott Trudeau PS. There are approximately 12 students attending Gordon
B. Attersley PS from this area.

It is proposed that the block, identified in Appendix A2, be added to the Pierre Elliott Trudeau
PS boundary area as of the 2024-2025 school year. Students and their siblings currently
residing within this area and attending Gordon B. Attersley PS will be given the option to
remain at Gordon B. Attersley PS or attend Pierre Elliott Trudeau PS as of September 2024.
Any new families registering, pending Board of Trustees approval, will attend Pierre Elliott
Trudeau PS.

From a transportation perspective and continued bus driver shortage, this frees up bus space
to allow for the scheduling and transporting of other DDSB students.

No community input was received regarding this proposed boundary revision.
3.0 Analysis

3.1 Boundary Review Process

Board Regulation: School Boundaries (the Regulation), attached as Appendix D, outlines
the parameters for creating new and revising current school boundaries. This includes a
consultation process to receive feedback. In keeping with the current protocols, all
information was available on the Durham District School Board (DDSB) website, the
involved schools’ websites (linked to DDSB’s website), posted on social media platforms,
and the organization of virtual presentations and meetings.
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e Section 1.2 (b) of the Regulation addresses the rationale for permanent adjustments
to an existing school boundary.

o The VMPS Boundary Review was initiated because of enrolment pressures
that could not be resolved within 3 years (see Table 1).

e Section 2.0 of the Regulation sets out the steps for the consultation process which is
reflected in the process undertaken for the VMPS Boundary Review from December
4, 2023, to February 20, 2024.

o Section 2.1(f) requires a minimum of one open house for community
consultation.

= The open house took place in an online webinar format to support
greater participation among the school community.

= Two online webinars were held to obtain community input — the first
on December 12, 2023, and the second on January 17, 2024.

o Section 2.1(g) considers the creation of a community consultation regarding
possible transition plans if necessary.

= Section 7.2 of this report sets out a proposed transition plan if the
recommendation is approved by the Board of Trustees.

= The proposed transition plan is a framework that would be fully
developed by DDSB staff upon approval of the recommendation.

e Section 2.3 of the Regulation requires that, where possible, finalized details of the
adjusted boundaries be determined and announced no later than the release of the
Official Enrolment Projections preceding the school year in which the boundaries
would be changed. This provides sufficient advance notice for parents/guardians,
students, trustees, school and administrative staff.

3.2 Consultation Process

Planning staff shared and discussed the proposal of the Boundary Review with Oshawa
Trustees, the appropriate Superintendent of Equitable Education, and the Principals of the
three schools prior to the community consultation which began on December 5, 2023.

Virtual meetings were held to discuss the Boundary Review with each School Community
Council (SCC) Executive. The virtual meeting for VMPS and Pierre Elliott Trudeau PS was
held on December 6, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. and the virtual meeting for Gordon B. Attersley PS
was held on December 11, 2023, at 5:00 p.m.

A virtual public meeting for the community was held on December 12, 2023, at 7:00 p.m.
Due to community requests, a second virtual public meeting was held on January 17, 2024,
at 7:00 p.m.
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The Boundary Review was publicized with various options for the community to provide
input e.g., voicemail, email, survey, and two virtual public consultation meetings. Given the
request for a second public meeting, opportunities to provide input were extended by one
week to January 19, 2024, from the original January 12, 2024, end date. Additionally, this
report was brought forward for discussion at the February 5, 2024 Standing Committee
meeting where trustees received a presentation on this item from a community member.

3.3 Community Input
3.3.1 Webinar Consultation
3.3.1.1 Webinar #1 - December 12, 2023 Input (Appendix C1a) Summary

Quick Facts
¢ 104 individuals registered for the webinar.
e 77 individuals attended.
e 241 questions/comments were received in the Q&A:

o Staff responded to the questions/comments live and in the chat.
3.3.1.2 Webinar #2 - January 17, 2024 Input (Appendix C1b Summary)

Quick Facts
o 109 individuals registered for the webinar.
o 94 individuals attended.
e 175 questions/comments were received in the Q&A:

o Staff responded to the questions/comments live and in the chat.
3.3.2 Survey

A survey with the link available on the DDSB’s website was available from December 5,
2023, to January 19, 2024, for input. Appendix C2 includes the feedback from the survey.

Quick Facts
There were 257 survey participants:
. 32 DDSB students — K to Gr. 8.
2 DDSB Students — Gr. 9 to 12.
173 parents/guardians of a DDSB student.
9 parents/guardians of a future DDSB student (pre-school age children).
22 community stakeholders/members of the public.

3.3.3 Email and Voicemail Input

A VMPS Boundary Review email and voicemail were created and made accessible to the
community from December 5, 2023, to January 19, 2024. No voicemails were received;
however, there were emails received with similar concerns and/or questions/input. A
summary is included as Appendix C3.
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The information is sorted by family; if more than one family member provided input, they
were grouped together and counted as one entry. If an individual provided more than one
email/voicemail their information was gathered, summarized, and identified as one entry.
This is consistent with past practice.

Thirty-eight emails were received with 27 common themes, primarily expressed through a
form letter and petition submitted during the consultation period. All community input has
been from the VMPS community.

3.4 Community Concerns and Staff Input
The community, through consultation and emails requested that staff consider the following:
3.4.1 Proposed Relocation Concerns

3.4.1.1 Access to before and after care at GBAPS given that their children are already in
a program at VMPS.

Staff Analysis/Assessment:

DDSB works in partnership with the Region of Durham for the provision of Child Care
and/or Before and After Care services. The Region of Durham identifies areas where
Child Care needs are required based on population. Currently, Gordon B. Attersley PS is
not identified; however, DDSB staff have discussed this need with the Region of Durham.
The discussions have been positive. Should a boundary adjustment be approved by the
Board of Trustees, planning for Before and After Care services will begin as well as a
search for a service provider.

3.4.1.2 A Strong Connection with School Community.
Staff Analysis/Assessment:

If the recommended boundary revision is approved, as part of the transition plans, DDSB
staff and Principals from all impacted schools will work together with their School
Community Council (SCC) to ensure student and parent/guardian concerns are
addressed. Relationship building and facilitating a sense of school community,
connectedness and belonging across all learning spaces will be key commitments
throughout this process.

3.4.1.3 Student safety as GBAPS is further away than VMPS.
Staff Analysis/Assessment:

Students who reside outside of the 1.6 km walk distance boundary are eligible for busing.
Preliminary analysis by Durham Student Transportation Services (DSTS) indicates that
students within the boundary review area are currently bused to VMPS. The travel
distance for students residing in the study area to GBAPS is 4.6km on average. This is in
comparison to an average travel distance of 2.5km to VMPS.
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3.4.1.4 Concerns expressed about the impact on children’s mental health and well-being
due to changing the enrolment boundary. How will students in ISS/SSP classes
be affected if they live in the area proposed to be moved to Gordon B. Attersley
PS?

Staff Analysis/Assessment

Changes due to the proposed boundary shifts will be a transition for students and families.
With this in mind, the mental health and well-being of students and their caregivers who
may be affected by these changes are among the District’s leading considerations. DDSB
will be intentional in the transition supports for all students impacted by the change.
Relationship building and facilitating a sense of school community, connectedness and
belonging across all learning spaces will be key commitments throughout this process.

Should the proposed boundary changes be approved by the Board, DDSB staff will
consider the needs of impacted students as part of the transition process, with staff
available to address student and parent/guardian concerns for the individual students.

3.4.1.5 VMPS is a feeder school for Eastdale CVI for secondary school, whereas Gordon
B. Attersley PS students attend Maxwell Heights SS. My child would not only be
relocated from their friends at VMPS but would also be located to a different
secondary school. This is a concern for our family.

Staff Analysis/Assessment

Changes due to the proposed boundary shifts will be a transition for students and families.
DDSB will be intentional in the transition supports for all students impacted by the change.
Relationship building and facilitating a sense of school community, connectedness and
belonging across all learning spaces will be key commitments throughout this process.

3.4.2 Accommodation Concerns at Gordon B. Attersley PS and/or VMPS

3.4.2.1 Where would the proposed 6 portables go at Gordon B. Attersley PS and how
would traffic be managed on site?

Staff Analysis/Assessment

Up to 12 portables can be accommodated on the Gordon B. Attersley PS site. Schools
experiencing vehicle traffic flow concerns may request that a DDSB staff site assessment
be initiated. DDSB staff will work with the school to develop solutions. Such solutions may
result in improved signage or may result in requests for municipal solutions.

3.4.2.2 s this a permanent solution for VMPS or could it change within a year?
Staff Analysis/Assessment

DDSB follows the School Boundaries Regulation for establishing and adjusting school
boundaries. As outlined in the Regulation, section 1.2(b), permanent boundary

adjustments are considered for a neighbourhood, school or family of schools when an
area is to be affected for a period greater than three years.
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3.4.2.3 Agree that something has to be done about the overpopulation and parking lot
frenzy at VMPS. | have concerns with the number of portables and having a
classroom in the library and support a needed change.

Staff Analysis/Assessment

The proposal to relocate some students to Gordon B. Attersley PS will ease the enrolment
pressures at VMPS and should help to address traffic concerns. The DDSB has retained
an independent consultant to look at alternative solutions to address traffic. While this
assessment was not part of the Boundary Review, the findings are intended to help the
DDSB arrive at a long-term solution to regulate and ease traffic flow at the site.

3.4.2.4 There are houses in the existing VMPS boundary that are yet to be occupied and
therefore likely to see enrolment higher than projected.

Staff Analysis/Assessment

DDSB projections account for all new development. Some new developments may yield
more or less than the average number of students. In projecting new growth DDSB
considers that not all new units will have children or DDSB students. Students may attend
other school boards, private schools, etc.

3.4.2.5 With the proposed boundary change and proposed enrolments, VMPS will still be
too large.

Staff Analysis/Assessment

The proposed boundary revisions considered the balancing of enrolments at VMPS as well
as GBAPS, as was the case with other boundary scenarios reviewed. A boundary review is
an initial step in addressing enrolment pressures. The Ministry of Education expects a
school board to examine/accommodate students in nearby schools prior to requesting
future funding for new construction. This is one of the requirements for any school board
requesting new school construction funding.

3.4.2.6 DDSB indicates that there is a lack of portables available. There are local
manufacturers who can build within a 10-week timeline.

Staff Analysis/Assessment

The DDSB reached out to the company for further information. Based on school-use
specifications and number of required units, the company’s timeline would result in delivery
at the end of summer 2024. Additional coordination for permits, installation, set up and
electrical hookup would be required. The company is not a regular supplier of portables to
school boards although they have the capability. From a price perspective, they are more
expensive than DDSB’s current suppliers. The DDSB’s funding from the Ministry of
Education to purchase portables is limited.

3.5 Alternative Options for Staff Analysis and Consideration

During the Boundary Review Consultation, three additional options, with sufficient detail,
involving boundary adjustments were received for staff consideration.

Staff provided an analysis to determine the impact on enrolment pressure at VMPS and the
receiving school, as well as outlining any mitigating factors for consideration.
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3.5.1 _Alternative Option A:

Align the boundaries so that “new development area” students residing south of Eldorado
Avenue and west of Townline Road would attend Gordon B. Attersley PS or Forest View
PS.

Staff Analysis/Assessment:

Information provided by the community indicates that the area referred to as the ‘new
development’ area is located in the south-east portion of the VMPS boundary including
streets south of Eldorado Avenue and west of Townline Road.

If this area was to be reassigned to either GBAPS or Forest View PS, VMPS is projected to
require 11 portables for 2024-2025 with this decreasing to 8 by the 2027-2028 school year.
There would be some improvement to the existing enrolment pressures based upon this
proposed scenario.

GBAPS would require an estimated 5 portables to accommodate the ‘new development’
students and, projected to require 8 portables for the 2027-2028 school year. The ‘new
development’ area is located a similar distance to the current boundary review area, at
about 4.4 km away from GABPS. Students residing within this area are within the 1.6 km
walk distance to VMPS and do not require bussing. Transporting them to GBAPS would
require the establishment of new bus routes, leading to potential additional transportation
costs.

The proposal to send future students from this area to Forest View PS would require a
boundary review between VMPS and Forest View PS. Forest View PS is located on a small
site bounded by a forested area. The site can accommodate a maximum of 6 portables.
There are 3 portables currently on site. The site has a small parking lot and is already
dealing with traffic congestion on site and off site.

Based on enrolment projections for the 2024-2025 to 2027-2027 school years, Forest View
PS is projected to need an additional 5 portables to accommodate the ‘new development’
area, for a total of 8 on site for the 2024-2025 school year. The site cannot accommodate
this number of portables.

3.5.2 Alternative Option B:

Align the boundaries so that students residing in the north-east section of VMPS boundary
attend Norman G Powers PS.

Staff Analysis/Assessment:

Norman G Powers PS is a holding school for the Kedron Area growth in North Oshawa
where approximately 8,000 new homes are to be constructed. Some of these homes are
already under construction.

Norman G Powers PS currently has 3 portables on site and can accommodate a maximum
of 12 portables. Nine additional portables equate to an additional enrolment of
approximately 200 students. The North Oshawa growth from the Kedron development area,
will utilize this space at Norman G Powers PS and other schools identified for holding this
growth until a school can be constructed in the new development area.
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3.5.3 Alternative Option C:

Align the boundaries so that students residing west of Harmony Road would attend GBAPS
or Harmony Heights PS.

Staff Analysis/Assessment:

Based on enrolment projections for the 2024-2025 to 2027-2028 school years, relocating
the west side of Harmony Road from VMPS, to either GBAPS or Harmony Heights PS,
would result in a reduction of 4 portables, from 2024-2025 to 2027-2028, for VMPS. The
area west of Harmony Road currently walks to VMPS however, these students would
require transportation to attend either GBAPS or Harmony Heights PS, leading to potential
additional transportation costs.

Crossing Adelaide Avenue E. at Harmony Road N. would require a crossing guard to
ensure safe crossing of students eligible to walk to Harmony Heights PS. DSTS has
contacted the City of Oshawa to enquire about this. No response has been provided as yet.
Without having a crossing guard at this intersection, all students in this area would be
bused to Harmony Heights PS. The Harmony Heights PS site is challenged to
accommodate multiple large buses that would be required for a large number of additional
students on a permanent basis.

Based on enrolment projections for the 2024-2025 to 2027-2028 school years, GBAPS is
projected to require 4 portables, for the following 4 years, to accommodate the students
west of Harmony Road.

Financial Implications

Reduction of need for transportation for future students residing within the block holding at
Gordon B. Attersley PS but within walking distance to Pierre Elliot Trudeau PS will be achieved
with the realignment of the GABPS/Pierre Elliot Trudeau PS boundary.

With the new option developed by staff and based on input from the community consultation,
additional bus routes may have to be developed to address the needs within the new
development areas.

Evidence of Impact

A reduction of enrolment pressures at VMPS for September 2024 and in the upcoming years that
would result in the reduction of approximately 7 portables. The reduction in enrolment would
provide a relief to the program and play space, parking and ease the traffic at the school.
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6.0 Communication Plan

There have been several opportunities to provide and receive communication throughout the
consultation period:

o December 4, 2023, information report presented to the Board outlining commencement of
the Consultation Process.

¢ PowerPoint presentations were posted on the DDSB’s website with each

school’s website and the DDSB@Home Elementary website having a link to the

presentations.

Virtual School Community Council Executive meetings.

Public Consultation Meeting #1 (webinar) December 12, 2023.

Public Consultation Meeting #2 (webinar) January 17, 2024.

Email, voicemail, and survey created and distributed.

Opportunities for input were promoted through school newsletters, websites

and through DDSB social media.

6.1 Next Steps:

Pending approval, the Communications department will post the approved boundary changes and
timeline on social media, the DDSB’s website and the websites of both VMPS and GBAPS.

As part of the VMPS Boundary Review, the elementary schools impacted (Gordon B. Attersley
PS, Pierre Elliott Trudeau PS, Harmony Heights PS), would also communicate with students and
parents/guardians regarding the approved boundary change, the grade(s) impacted and the
timeline for September 2024. Information is also available on the DDSB’s website:
https://www.ddsb.ca/en/about-ddsb/boundary-and-program-reviews.aspx#Vincent-Massey-
Public-School

6.2 Transition Plan
Pending approval, the following transition plan to support students would be implemented:

e Principals from Vincent Massey PS and Gordon B. Attersley PS will work together with their
school teams, School Community Council (SCC) and DDSB central staff to plan transition
supports for students/families impacted by the boundary change.

o Centering well-being and mental health through a focus on community and
connection building.

o Arrange community events to bring the impacted Vincent Massey PS students and
Gordon B. Attersley PS students together.

o Provide transportation option for students for visit to Gordon B. Attersley PS.

o Transition supports for students with accommodation needs including additional
on-site visits and transition resources.

e Survey current Grade 7 students affected by the proposal to determine if they will remain at
VMPS for their graduating year, or transition to GBAPS.

o DDSB will continue to have discussions with Region of Durham staff regarding providing a
Before and After School Child Care service at GBAPS, to support the families. If the boundary
revision is approved, these discussions will progress to the planning stage and identification
of a service provider for Before and After School Child Care.


https://www.ddsb.ca/en/about-ddsb/boundary-and-program-reviews.aspx#Vincent-Massey-Public-School
https://www.ddsb.ca/en/about-ddsb/boundary-and-program-reviews.aspx#Vincent-Massey-Public-School
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7.0 Conclusion

DDSB staff have identified an existing and ongoing enrolment pressure at Vincent Massey PS.
Based on input from the community during the consultation period, staff are suggesting an
alternate option for the Board of Trustees’ consideration, than what was initially recommended.

For the 2024-2025 school year, the option which was shared with the community for consultation,
considered the impact of JK to Grade 7 students residing west of Autumnwood Trail; south and
east of Harmony Conservation Area, north of the middle of Margate Drive, attending GBAPS
instead of VMPS. Appendix A provides a map of the proposed boundaries for both schools.

The new option that is being proposed was developed as a result of community input. This new
option would create two growth boundaries for the areas within the VMPS existing enrolment
boundary. Students residing within these two growth boundaries would attend either Gordon B.
Attersley PS or Harmony Heights PS as outlined earlier in this report. Although there are some
logistical challenges at the sites that need to be managed on an interim basis, this option lends
itself well to a business case with which DDSB staff could apply to the Ministry of Education for
funding to construct a new school to address this growth pressure in the next call for Capital
Priorities funding.

Staff are supportive of this option due to enrolment growth currently being experienced as well as
long term enrolment projections that are being developed for the Oshawa area. Based on this
data, sustained growth over the next 10-15 years is expected, generating the need for a future
Capital Priorities project. Establishing these growth boundaries for the 2024-25 school year is a
step towards this goal while providing enrolment relief to VMPS and adding moderate growth to
the two area schools.

Also, it is proposed that the block located south of Taunton Road, including Maclnally Court,
Glenbourne Drive and Benson Street (as identified in Appendix A2), that has been holding at
GBAPS since the area was developed, be added to the Pierre Elliot Trudeau PS boundary for the
2024-2025 school year. Students and their siblings currently residing within this area and
attending GBAPS would be given the option to remain at GBAPS or attend Pierre Elliot Trudeau
PS as of September 2024. Any new families registering, pending Board of Trustee approval,
would attend Pierre Elliot Trudeau PS.

It is important to note that childcare was raised as a key consideration during the boundary
review consultation. Although Gordon B. Attersley PS does not currently have a Before and After
School Care program, DDSB staff have been in discussions with the Region of Durham regarding
potential need. Discussions have been positive, and the Region has committed to monitoring the
need in the area and should this boundary review be approved, planning to assess need and to
identify a service provider would begin.
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Recommendations

The following recommendations are being provided to the Board of Trustees for consideration:
That the Board of Trustees approve:

1. That growth boundaries be established for the new development area south of Eldorado
Avenue, north of Shankel Road, east of Fleetwood Drive and west of Townline Road North
and the new development area south of the Goldman Woodlot, north of Wadebridge
Crescent, and west of Autumnwood Trail. The new development area south of the
Goldman Woodlot and part of the new development south of Eldorado Avenue including
Fleetwood Drive south of Eldorado Avenue, Leland Road and Shankel Road would be
partnered with Gordon B. Attersley PS while the other part of this area, including Apollo
Street, Bradenton Path, and Doug Finney Street would be partnered with Harmony Heights
PS.

2. That the block located south of Taunton Road, including the streets: Maclnally Court,
Glenbourne Drive and Benson Street (as identified in Appendix A2), be added to the Pierre
Elliott Trudeau PS boundary for the 2024-2025 school year. Students and their siblings
currently residing within this area and attending Gordon B Attersley PS will be given the
option to remain at Gordon B. Attersley PS or attend Pierre Elliott Trudeau PS as of
September 2024. Any new families registering, pending Board of Trustee approval, will
attend Pierre Elliott Trudeau PS.

Appendices

Appendix A1, A2: Staff Recommended Enrolment Boundaries Map
Appendix B: Current Enrolment Boundary Map

Appendix C1, C2, C3, C4: Webinar, Survey, Emails Summary, General Comments
Appendix D: Regulation: School Boundaries

Report reviewed and submitted by:

Ced L

Camille Williams-Taylor, Director of Education and Secretary to the Board

AL

David Wright, ciate Director of Corporate Services & Treasurer to the Board
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Vincent Massey PS Boundary Review - 1st Public Meeting - December 12, 2023

APPENDIX Cla

Topic

Community Participant Question

DDSB Response

Athabasca site

Has the board considered reopening Athabasca P.S. to accommodate the
gross overpopulation at all the area schools? According to the media
outlets at the time of Athabaska’s closure the school is equipped to house
309 students. Would another facility be a bigger benefit to the community
and a better alternative? It could, according to (Occupation Rate Data)
divulged in the board’s Administrative report, alleviate the stress being felt
at the bordering schools.

Athabasca PS is no longer owned by the DDSB.

Before & After School Care

What happens for those that are in before and after school program at
Vincent Massey, as | believe there is no daycare program at Gordon B.
Attersley?

DDSB staff are in discussions with the Region regarding before and
after school care. The Region is aware of the concerns expressed
and continue to monitor for need.

Before & After School Care - availability
at GBAPS

Will GBAPS offer before and after school care consistent with Vincent
Massey

Gordon B. Attersley does not currently offer Before and After School
care; however, DDSB staff are in discussions with the Region
regarding before and after school care. The Region is aware of the
concerns expressed and continue to monitor for need.

Before & After School Care -
grandfathering

Will any students, aside from those current grade 7's, be grandfathered?
For instance, those who can not find SUITABLE before and after school
care?

Based on this community suggestion, DDSB staff will include this
concern in the Final Report.

Boundary Change Duration

Is this a permanent boundary re-allocation or could it change againin 1
year?

If the Trustees approved the DDSB staff Final Recommendation, a
subsequent boundary review would not be undertaken within a
year.

Busing

how are you addressing school bus shortage and issues if you need to bus
even more students a further distance

Planning includes an analysis of available transportation. The DDSB
worked with Durham Student Transportation Services to assure that
we can support the needs created by this plan.

Busing - for B&A sports

Due to the increased distance for this new boundry, it is a much longer
walking distance, will bus transportation be offered for eligible students
specifically for BEFORE & AFTER school sports and activities.

If the DDSB Staff option is considered by the Board of Trustees,
transportation will be available to students who are outside of the
1.6km walk distance with pick-up and drop-off at designated stops.

Busing Gr. 7 Students

How will children in Grade 8 who will elect to stay be transported to
school?

Students in Grade 8 who elect to stay at VMPS will be provided
transportation, if currently eligible.

VMPS Boundary Review - December 12, 2023 Public Meeting

1of13
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Vincent Massey PS Boundary Review - 1st Public Meeting - December 12, 2023

APPENDIX Cla

Topic

Community Participant Question

DDSB Response

Consultation - AODA concerns

is an in-person town hall meeting part of the process prior to moving
forward based on the AODA for those who cannot be part of the online
conversation?

DDSB staff try to accommodate wherever possible. Not all board
events, committees and meetings are performed in person and
some may be only virtual as it does increase public input and
participation. We do continue to have alternative ways to receive all
information in this webinar and receive feedback from those who
may not be able to attend this webinar. There are multiple
opportunities for providing input through voice mail, email, survey,
virtual public meetings, through your local school.

Consultation - Timeline

Why was it that when the boundary change was proposed last year to Clara
Hughes and Village Union they were given 3 months to gather survey
feedback and we are only allowed one? Our survey opened December 6th
and closes Jan 12 with a two break in between. They had access October
18th, 2022 until Jan 13, 2023

The Clara Hughes PS and Village Union PS boundary overlapped
Trustee elections. There was additional time allocated to share
information with both the current Trustees, at the time, along with
the new Trustees elected. This resulted in a longer process.

Consultation - Transition after Decision

FEEDBACK: Continuity of relationships within the larger neighborhood
community ( proposed small pocket to be moved) is very important and
impactful to the enrichment of our children's upbringing. Plucking this
small group of students out of this subdivision will leave a negative lasting
imprint on these children.

If this proposed boundary revision is approved by Trustees in
February staff will work with the school community for a smooth
transition of students.

Consultation - Trustee Contact

Who are our trustees and where is their contact?

You can see all the trustees listed on our website by going to ddsb.ca
and clicking the trustee link at the top of the page.
https://www.ddsb.ca/en/about-ddsb/board-of-
trustees.aspx?_mid_=1026

Consultation Process

How do you add things to a boundary review then? | thought the point of
this process was to gather ideas? But we can't consider other ideas
because it needs it's own review? This feels like a rubber stamp on your
idea, rather than truly gathering ideas. My understanding now is that if
this proposal is declined, then the VM boundary will remain as is, and will
have 16 portables next year? There are no other options?

The DDSB provided an option for consultation; however, all options
provided by the community will be considered and where possible
an analysis provided in the Final Report to Trustees for their
consideration.

Consultation Process - Report Sharing

Will the final administrative report, prepared by the Superintendent(s) be
shared publicly before it is sent to the Board for approval (to ensure our
concerns are accurately presented and considered)?

The Final Report is shared with the Board of Trustees then posted
publicly.
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DDSB Response

Consultation Process - Student Input

If student voice is so highly valued at DDSB, what measures are being taken

to ensure students are able to weigh in on how this will affect them?

DDSB welcomes input from all community members including our
students who are directly impacted by any decisions made by the
Board. In the case of a boundary review at an elementary school,
staff recognize that parents/guardians for our younger students
become their voice in a consultation process.

Consultation Process - Trustee
Interaction

how are we supossed to be able to speak to the decsion makers before a
decsison is made

you can reach out to your local trustees or share your comments
with the Chair of the Board. All emails/voice mails received are
shared with the 3 Oshawa Trustees as well as the Director of
Education.

Consultation Process - Website

How can we get a copy of this recording?

The information from tonight's meeting will be part of the Final
Report and posted on the website once the consultation is complete.

DDSB Staff Option and Other Schools
Considered

Why aren’t other schools included in the boundaries plan? For example,
Harmony Heights Public School.

Nearby schools in the area were considered in the development of
the proposed option for community consultation. Harmony Heights
PS and other surrounding schools were discussed in the PPP and
there was a rationale why these schools were not included in the
proposed boundaries. Community options involving these schools
will be considered and included in the Final Report.

Portables - Decision on when Portables
Added

The DDSB refers to how many portables a school site can accomodate?
What factors determine this number?

The number of portables a site can accommodate is determined by
the Ontario Building Code, and zoning requirements. OBC
considerations include the number of washrooms in the main school
building, distance to fire hydrants and fire truck access; adequate
hydro service. Zoning reviews the number of parking spaces and
distance to property lines.

Enrolment Projections

84 students will be pulled from our area however vincent massey is
showing a reduction in 8 portables , how is vincent massey reducing by 8
portable for 84 students

Updated enrolment registrations at Vincent Massey surpass
projections. There are now approximately 200 students within the
area under review compared to the 158 that were in the initial
projection.

Enrolment Projections - Update

Your presentation shows projected enrollments in upcoming years. How
confident are you in those numbers? We are in this situation because
previous projections were inaccurate.

Our projections shared at the December 2023 public meeting were
understated compared to the actual enrolments at the school as of
January 2024. We have recently updated our long-term projections
based on available municipal and regional development forecasts.
The outlook continues to indicate growth pressures.
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Enrolment Stability

What is your plan to instill stability in the school environment?

DDSB's updates its annual long-term capital plan to understand and
monitor enrolment trends over the short-term and long-term.
Boundary reviews are an initial step in managing enrolment
pressures; however, continued assessment of enrolment growth
could result in the need to approach the Ministry of Education for
new school funding.

Future Enrolment - Monitoring for Long-
term Planning

The new boundary in question is fairly concentrated already with the
amount of children that reside in the neighbourhood in question. what are
your plans after removing our few streets? this appears to be a short term
solution as there are new areas still growing that appear to be present
within the boundary.

A boundary review is an initial step in managing enrolment
pressures. Staff will continue to monitor enrolment to determine if
there is a justification to request funding for new construction from
the Ministry. This is generally a 5 to 7 year process from initial
request to construction completion. Registered plans of subdivision
for the area are included in the DDSB's long-term enrolment
projections.

In Area vs Holding Utilization

Please comment on the utilization rate currently at Vincent Massey? ( e.g,
is it over 110%) In recent history holding schools ( e.g, Sunset Heights, Dr
S.J Philips and Northern Dancer have exceeded the utilization rate that is
acceptable, yet no boundary change. Please comment on out of area rates
at Vincent Massey. ( e.g, percentage) What steps have been taking to
reduce the utilization rates so in area students can attend Vincent Massey
and not need to move to an existing school ( GBA)

Sunset Height PS and Dr SJ Phillips PS have been under enrolled in
the past and therefore are utilized as holding schools until such time
as the students holding can attend their future school. In this case
these students are holding for the new North Oshawa PS opening for
the 2024-2025 school year.

Enrolment at Vincent Massey PS is as a result of the regeneration of
existing homes and pockets of new growth.

Option - Build on Existing

Do you realize this is very much a bandaid fix? There are new
developments being built in the Vincent Massey borders, you can’t just
keep shifting people out of the school. You need to build up on the existing
schools. Oshawa'’s population isn’t decreasing

The first tool for dealing with increasing enrolment is a boundary
revision to maximize available space in existing schools. The district,
does not have the autonomous authority to construct a school
independent of the Ministry of Education. The Ministry provides
funding based on a solid and justifiable business case submitted
annually.
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Option - Freeze Enrolments - Treat like
Northern Dancer - Option

Has the board considered a model similar to that at Northern dancer,
where all new enrolments are suspended at VM and those students are re-
allocated to GBAPS. This will slowly decrease the population at VM as
families move out of the neighbourhood and slowly increase the capacity
at GBAPS to allow for adjustment of their resources.

Northern Dancer PS cannot accommodate any additional students,
the school is maxed out in portables and a holding school is required
to accommodate growth. Since the enrolment at Northern Dancer is
all new development there is the potential for a future school if
funding is provided by the Ministry of Education.

For VMPS there are pockets of growth however the enrolment

pressures is also due to the regeneration of the neighbourhood, with
new families moving into the area. The enrolment at Vincent Massey
PS requires enrolment relief and a permanent boundary adjustment.

Option - Freeze Registrations

Why DDSB was not aware about these problems ? For coming years, if
capacity is full then VMPS should pause new registration ! We cannot
adjust our schedule with new school timings ! I'm strongly disagree to re-
allocate my kids to other school to a new neighborhood !

The suggestion to pause new registrations at Vincent Massey will be
included in the Final Report as part of the Community Input
received. An analysis of this suggestion would also mean that
families may not have all their children attending the same school
(i.e., new JKs will be sent elsewhere). The DDSB strives to keep
siblings together.

Option - GBAPS Parking

If the portables are added to GBA is the parking lot going to be extended?

There will be sufficient parking spaces for staff. DDSB staff will
continue to monitor the need.

Option - Grandfathering

how about grandfathering all students and any new enrollments from this
area be moved to gb?

Based on this community suggestion, DDSB staff are undertaking an
analysis to be included in the Final Report.

Option - Harmony Heights

Why was Harmony Heights Public School not considered for the new
proposed school in the boundary review? The western side of the VM
boundary(north and south of adelaide including from aspen court to acadia
and up until eastbourne west of harmony) meets the walking distance
criteria of the DDSB and also allows a direct drive up Harmony to Gordon B.
Attersley School.

Based on this community suggestion, DDSB staff are undertaking an
analysis to be included in the Final Report.

Option - JK/SK FI @ Walter E. Harris

| understand that French Immersion starts in Grade 1. However, up until |
believe it was 4 years ago, these schools DID offer a limited number of
kindergarten classes. Registration was first come, first served and parents
were responsible for transportation. Walter E Harris should have purpose
built kindergarten rooms. Opening these as kindergarten rooms should not
be too difficult. With so many area schools sitting at more than 150%
capacity, and using non-kindergarten rooms, it seems like it's time for the
board to explore CREATIVE solutions. This does not hurt Walter E Harris, is
relatively easy, and benefits parents.

Based on this community suggestion, DDSB staff are undertaking an
analysis to be included in the Final Report.

VMPS Boundary Review - December 12, 2023 Public Meeting

5of 13



OpDSB

Ignite Learning

81

Vincent Massey PS Boundary Review - 1st Public Meeting - December 12, 2023

APPENDIX Cla

Topic

Community Participant Question
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Option - New School

is there no other options? like building a new school in the area as more
and more homes are being built meaning more families moving into the
area

Based on this community suggestion, DDSB staff are undertaking an
analysis to be included in the Final Report.

Option - Out of Area

Instead of forcing this boundry change why not offer open moves for any
current Vincent Massey families giving the opportunity for anyone that
wants to move their children the ability to do so.

DDSB has boundaries assigned to each school. If families prefer to
attend another school, and there is space, there is the option to
apply as Out of Area; however transportation is not provided.

Option - S. of Fleetwood/Kingsway New
Development to another school

New students from southern fleetwood/ kingsway should be sent to new
schools , not existing long standing students of VM

Based on this community suggestion, DDSB staff are undertaking an
analysis to be included in the Final Report.

Option - Staggered Start Times @ VMPS

Have you considered staggered start times at Vincent Massey to help
alleviate the congestion issues in the shared drive ways and shared parking
lot?

DDSB does not have staggered start times at any schools, including
schools much larger than Vincent Massey PS. Staggered start times
will still not address the enrolment pressures and lack of portables
available to accommodate the projected enrolment.

Portables

Your proposal is to move kids to a full school that needs more portables.
How does this solve anything if ddsb will be short portables next year?

Portables can be purchased as well as reallocated from other sites
that no longer need them for 2024-25. The boundary review
process considers availability of space in existing schools as well as
the ability to accommodate portables on the school site if needed.
There are no schools in this area that can accommodate additional
students without adding portables.

Portables - Difficulty in Getting
Portables

Why is it difficult to get more (or new) portables?

Manufacturers are unable to meet the demand across the Province.
Additionally, the number of portables the DDSB can acquire is
limited by the funding available from the Ministry of Education to
purchase additional units.

Rationale for Boundary Review

What other data did you take into account when deciding the boundaries,
beyond the over capacity data?

When considering boundary reviews, enrolment, projected number
of portables and the maximum number that could be sited, traffic
and safety concerns as well as limited play space on site with the
additional portables on site are all considerations. Inside the school,
considerations included ability to schedule program accordingly,
ability to keep the majority of the junior/primary grades within the
building; congestion in hallways. Staff also look at neighbourhoods
within a school's boundary that are closest to an alternate location
and the availability of existing bus routes vs students that currently
walk to school are also considerations.
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School Size and Sustainable Enrolment

Reviewing the PPT provided, it seems that this boundary change will still
leave VM with a capacity of close to 140%. How is this acceptable?
FOLLOW UP- With the new proposed number GBAPS will have a capacity
up to 130% and include 6-7 portables, Again, how is this better for that
school and limited resources within the whole system

Both schools will still have enrolments in excess of 100%, but they
will be balanced rather than managing a pressure at 1 school. GBAPS
is also in a declining enrolment position, so the proposed boundary
realignment will not only provide relief to VMPS, it will provide
sustainable enrolment for GBAPS. A boundary review is an initial
step in managing enrolment pressures. Staff will continue to
monitor enrolment to determine if there is a justification to request
funding for new construction from the Ministry. This is generally a 5
to 7 year process from initial request to construction completion.

Splitting siblings Gr 7 vs younger

What will happen with children who are split between two schools? One
child able to stay and one child who may be moved?

If there is a concern regarding a current Grade 7 student remaining
at VMPS and a younger sibling moving to GBAPS, as proposed, there
is the opportunity for both students to attend Gordon B Attersley PS.|

Traffic Congestion

(With regards to the Evidence of Impact cited in the DDSB Administrative
Report) #6 Reviewed Traffic Congestion reports , that the congestion in the
shared driveways and parking lots of VM and Eastdale, are major concerns
during this review. Yet, the proposed population to move to Atterlsey are
bussed children and not contributing therefore to this major safety concern
and congestion in the parking lots. Have you looked into the student
populations that are walking and being driven and actually contributing to
the congestion and safety concerns?

DDSB has commissioned a traffic review report to explore options to
mitigating the traffic congestion. When considering a boundary
review staff look at neighbourhoods on the edges of a school's
boundary as the students are generally eligible for transportation to
an alternate school.

What proof, if any, is there that the congestion has anything to do with the
'bussed students' coming from the proposed area to be reallocated by the
boundary change?

The traffic and safety concerns are due to volume associated with
the larger enrolment at Vincent Massey PS. The traffic can be as a
result of either students bussed or walkers. We also consider the
congestion within the school's hallways and ancillary spaces.
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Various Comments/Observations

FEEDBACK: Continuity of relationships within the larger neighborhood
community ( proposed small pocket to be moved) is very important and
impactful to the enrichment of our children's upbringing. Plucking this
small group of students out of this subdivision will leave a negative lasting
imprint on these children.

By installing a standard traffic light system it could be scheduled to
accommodate the high traffic periods and dismiss the traffic concerns.

kids in 1-6 would also like to stay with their piers

| heard from a good source there are lots of portables available. The school
board doesn’t want to pay to move them because it’s expensive.

They do have another (unnamed school) already approved and in progress.
There is a game plan in place there.

We are all bused, we’re not the area using Eastdale property.

moving the kids is not caring for them

GBAPS students go to Maxwell Heights Secondary School, which is yet
another school that is currently over populated. Long term, this boundary
change will negatively impact the numbers at that high school.

Followup - if the plan is that this area would return and go to Eastdale, now
students will be starting grade 9 without their community of peers around
them.

| believe Athabasca PS has been sold to a developer for new homes

Washrooms. Please Lets talk about the Washrooms. More Portables.
More Children. There has NOT been more washrooms added. Kids are
waiting in long lines for washrooms during recess time. Learning time is
being used to get a space for washrooms available.

of course it was sold for homes

Gordon B. Attersley does not offer before school care @Katherine Schriber.
Students who require before school care will be left to find alternate care
(where there is a care shortage). It will be especially difficult for students
under 6 who are offered the government subsidy.

VMPS Boundary Review - December 12, 2023 Public Meeting
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So are you suggesting that families who have secured daycare at VM need
to find public daycare in the Gordon catchment? Daycare spots are difficult
to find and often take months of waiting for a spot to open

boundary revision is a cheap option but not good for children and families
affected

You have not left a lot of time to address the numerous amount of
questions live. | understand that you will be taking these back and craft
responses, but parents would like to hear a response to some questions.
Seems like DDSB just did a lot of study and surveys about all the negative
things happening now , but not a single study in past that these things
could happens since builders are making new home and making millions
with the help of city . DDSB should do something permanent not disturb
the families by changing boundaries . In 5 years many many more will love
here .

after school care/timing of school was not addressed adequately in this
presentation and needs further review

For record, there are no classes in the library or staff room at FOREST VIEW
public school. There are 3 portables on site. There are 4 FDK classrooms.

All these studies are based on imagination by DDSB . Since DDSB is not
doing enough to solve these issues. When a builder got permission to make
300 homes it’s mean 300 families with kids coming .DDSB should admit
that it had done nothing in past to solve these current issues beside
surveys by its own employees and we have to pay for its mistakes

extra bussing in the area plus families only having 1 main road out, how is
this not creating more traffic and congestion and issues for busses

the repeated answers for other schools and more logical boundary changes
is not enough room at each school. this is a bigger problem that isn't being
addressed

How can you say “every student has a right to go to their school in their
neighbourhood “ yet you’re moving us?! Where are our rights?

VMPS Boundary Review - December 12, 2023 Public Meeting 9 of 13



OpDSB

Ignite Learning

85

Vincent Massey PS Boundary Review - 1st Public Meeting - December 12, 2023

APPENDIX Cla

Topic

Community Participant Question

DDSB Response

Our portion of the subdivision is actually 4.2 Kilometers from GBA by road.
We are actually one of the furthest, due to the park space. Road access is
not direct. This will lead to more polution and a 0% opportunity for
students to walk to school.

Please don’t answer like it’s a political debate. Don’t put blame on new
families moving in . Put yourself in our position and then try to answer as a
parent not just a DDSB employee.

That is a reasonable solution - multiple recess times.

if all schools will be over 100% there is a need for a new school

You didn’t answer my question. You just gave me a song and dance. I'm not
looking for temporary solutions here. | don’t care about Northern Dancer. |
am concerned about my kids, my neighborhood and our kids school. We
are in the area, we have the right to be at this school. We have strong
relationships and foundations here. You have targeted the wrong area and
people to move. At the end of the day, we aren’t moving, nor are we
uprooting our kids.

FOLLOW UP: If not, will there be a in person town hall so to speak to
discuss further

Is not DDSB is part of city of Oshawa , there are more than 2000 new
homes and few 100 condos are under construction now . DDSB should ask
city to stop giving permits to builder unless these problem are being solved
. We ARE TALKING ABOUT THE FUTURE OF OUR KIDS

safety***

Can we return the cheques that the Ontario government sent parents over
the last few years so that we can get some new schools built?

I'm not sure the Ontario Building Code considers the needs of young
children who need frequent bathroom breaks and also need their outside
time to not be spent in lines. As an adult | have much less need for a
bathroom than my 8 year old with ADHD. Perhaps the DDSB should
consider children's needs above and beyond what the building code
requires generally.

At the end of the day, we all just want to know what we can do to not
impact our childrens mental health and well being. | believe it's clear, this
boundary review has not gathered much support from the families
impacted.

This is a consultation, but it feels like we are being told versus asked.
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sure***

you have the 10 year projection for future and using previous years

It’s been there was no study 10 years ago

This is not a solution when there are more than 2000 new homes are under|
construction now ! DDSB should take appropiate future plans in
collaboration with City/ govt for the Future of our kids !

Our little area is not going to provide the relief you are looking for
So it’s not okay to separate siblings, but friends who grew up together in
the same neighborhood at the same school, should be separated?

My 4 and 6 year old are obviously not able to type their questions into this
forum.

multiple families are being seperated currrently with grade 7 and 8 being
granfathered and there siblings moving over to gb thats a contradiction in
your previous statement

It sounds like a decision has already been made and this is more of a
information session vs looking for our feedback!!

Multiple questions have been asked and suggestions for a different area for|
consideration ( the new area off of townline and fleetwood) and this area is|
not even being considered. Clearly the people who this effects have
spoken and trying to express concerns, but it doesn’t seem to matter at
this point. It sounds like many do not agree with the considered area for a
change

The population west of Harmony is closer by driving distance to GBAPS
BUT we are not closer. We back onto a conservation area - you would need
to install a zip line . We are now needing to travel 4.2 KM with your
proposal VERSUS 2.1KM

shorter distance through the forest not by roads

Many other areas are closer.

so because our existing street is adjacent to a new build street, we are
selected?

We are giving suggestions here, but they do not seem to be taken seriously
here.

I'm sure those new subdivisions on the south side of Fleetwood are much
closer to Forest View than we are to Attersley.
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You mention alarm bells wouldn’t be rung until 800 students. The school is
enrolment was on the news. Where would more students go? As it was the
school was using every available space including two classes in one space.
The area that is under consideration is not a new area! Some of the
houses that are being moved have been here for 25 years! A pocket of
this area is being lumped together with a new subdivision east of us. They
should be moved and not students who have attended VM since
kindergarten

'@Sara's iPhone - yes - it takes a quick google maps check to see and it is!!
2.8 KM

We DO NOT use the parking. We’re bussed!

Sounds like it is all CAR traffic, Not BUS traffic.
Our students are bussed. This proposal doesn't seem to remedy the safety
concerns presented in this webinar.

The proposed boundary change area will not fix any of the traffic problems
you are presenting - we are a bussed area

And the traffic audit staff member said to get rid of busses to help with the
parking lot issues????

whom will be held accountable for the blatant failure to plan and forecast
the population growth and development permit letting, that lead to this
issue. this has been ongoing for years, and are not impacting our
community, an established community that has been in place long before
the recent surge. please advise

this goes until 9pm according to ZOOM

| have not heard from our trustees.

Please email the boundary email everyone with more concerns and

** now impacting our community and established community that has
been in place....

of course there is alot of us you are uprouting our kids because of lack of
planning

This seems like the only “solution” you’ve come up with and that’s truly
sad. You need to do better. We are a bussed community, we aren’t the
traffic issue. We have only 1 street to get through, we aren’t the best or
closest option for Gordon b
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You have given us VERY little tinme compared to Clara Hughes

time * We would like the recording to review

That seems fair, no?

6 weeks versus 3 months for Clara.. unacceptable

To Truatee Panylo. At Vincent Massey we had discussions on these issues
5 years ago at our SCC meetings. Land was sold for homes to be built, that
was obviously going to increase the numbers for enrolment. This was seen
to be forthcoming.
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CHILD CARE QUESTIONS/COMMENTS

Harmony Heights does not have a before & after school program either
do they?

Next year, my current grade 7 student is going to be the before and
after care provider for her younger siblings. If my younger children are
moved to another school this will disrupt the arrangement. It the DDSB
reviewing these circumstances?

Why considering the impact for the before and after school programs,
whould DDSB and Durham Region not have a program i place, and
answered this questions before this review. should it not be a part of
the review?

DDSB staff are in discussions with the Region regarding before and
after school care. The Region is aware of the concerns expressed
and continue to monitor for need.

Carrie,

“Gordon B. Attersley does not currently offer Before and After School
care; however, DDSB staff are in discussions with the Region regarding
before and after school care. The Region is aware of the concerns
expressed and continue to monitor for need.” — how does this serve the
need of the community the DDSB mean to displace? We are
dependent on these programs, and without it are not able to move, what
does the DDSB offer as a response to those that can not accommodate
the late start time?

Please get more specific about the key issues surrounding child care. it
is important to use and key issue

why is the RAgion not here! We have the right ask the same questions
and understand the impact in real time

there are two year wait times for care, and the DDSB will give us
months to mamage the issue. not fair, and someone should be here to
answer for that..... when are we going to hear from other level of

So what you are saying there is no plan in place for before and after
school care

how would this accomodate the students who attends Before and after
school program which G. B. A. P.S. doesn't offer at this time in
cosiderate with the long waiting list ?

Gordon B. Attersley does not currently offer Before and After
School care; however, DDSB staff are in discussions with the
Region regarding before and after school care. The Region is
aware of the concerns expressed and continue to monitor for need.

If there is no child care available when the care is being needed, how
would families provide for their families? it would rather impact on
families as well in terms of them need to work for their families.

Follow up to question about before and after school care. It does not
seem likely that even if approved, a sufficient child care company will be
ready to take on students in September. If this does not go through
what is the plan for students who require before and after school care?
Relying only on community private daycares is not sufficient.
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If a child care centre is not opened, what are the options?

DDSB PROCESS AND PROCEDURE
QUESTIONS/COMMENTS

Has DDSB considered hiring external consultants to help with region
wide

hHave the board looked at alternet design build profiles for building
schools, reducing time impacts?

The Ministry of Education has recently revised their capital
approvals process. Both the Board and the Ministry are hoping the
change in process will expedite our ability to open schools moving
forward.

1.With respect to the lake of response to the availability of the before
and after school programs for displaced students: whom will be held
responsible for the failure of the varying level of government to
anticipate and plan a strategy for displaced students. — a public
consultation is not the beginning of the planning; the planning to have
appropriate resources should have been set forth at the onset of the
community consultation, as a first step in ensuring an easy transition.
2.As tax payers, within the community, what are we paying for, when
the governing bodies can not provide a plan of action, or sustainable
infrastructure (in this case schooling), to serve the needs of it
population.

3.Why was there not a member of the city on the public presentation
to speak to the issues, or provide an update to the concerns surround
the lake communication or planning around infrastructure development.
4.Why was the Region not represented in the meetings and public

Lindsay Wells this is what has been done at Northern Dancer. (e.g.,
new JK enrollments are not guraranteed a spot if an older sibling

At the board meeting for this issue are parents, SCC or staff able to
attend?

How did you decide on this area to move? There are no roads leading
that area to Gordon b, other than adding to the traffic issues

How did you decide on this area? We have no roads leading to Gordon

Why won’t you answer my question.... How did you come to the
conclusion that this area should be the one to move? Are you planning
to build a road through the woods for us?

live answered

how does it make sense that cornation is an overflow for a school that is
in the north end

There are multiple factors that are considered when the decision is
made to use a school for overflow. Space at the receiving school,
available buisng and traffic flow are a few of these considerations.

Exactly what kind of transition support will be available to students and
their family? Are there specifics or what somebody hopes to do...and at
what cost?

If my Gr.7 student can remain at VMPS. Can his siblings stay too?

Vincent Massey PS Boundary Review 2nd PM

20f 18



{DDSB

Ignite Learning

91

Vincent Massey PS Boundary Review - 2nd Public Meeting - January 17, 2024

APPENDIX C1b

TOPIC

Community Participant Question

DDSB Response

what is the transitional support being provided by ddsb?

The administration teams of all schools involved will be
collaborating closely, supported by DDSB staff, to support the
transitions, when the final report is submitted.

PORTABLES AND ENROLMENT
QUESTIONS/COMMENTS

Is this a budgetary issue? The comment was made that portables were
more expensive from the companies the community called out to. Have
you considered negotiating with other companies, engaging in a
procurement process, or publishing an RFP?

Considering the DDSB know of the school overpopulation in the area,
was there not a greater consideration for development and expansion of
the inventory of schools in the area. On the past several budgets, there
majority of development was out of the area (Pickering and north
Oshawa), while overall population growth in the area continued to
increase. — how are we addressing this beyond the immediate
displacement: using other means at the existing schools to manage

A boundary review is an initial step in managing enrolment
pressures. Staff will continue to monitor enrolment to determine if
there is a justification to request funding for new construction from
the Ministry. This is generally a 5 to 7 year process from initial
request to construction completion. Registered plans of subdivision
for the area are included in the DDSB's long-term enrolment
projections.

The first tool for dealing with increasing enrolment is a boundary
revision to maximize available space in existing schools. The district,
does not have the autonomous authority to construct a school
independent of the Ministry of Education. The Ministry provides funding
based on a solid and justifiable business case submitted annually.
-Understood. This was not a new issue within the community and at
vrarrying level of government. At current: there is nothing in the budget
to manage the need: renovation, alternative spaces, ect.

-Why did the board and other government bodies work to proactively
address the need for additional spaces, without moving or displacing
children?

what is the issue with getting a portable delivered at the end of the
summer? it should leave enought time to set up and use the space.

current registration is 803 students as of January 16tg

As of today, we have 794 students.

We have had mire registration this week. Why is attendance not
stopped yet?

The suggestion to pause new registrations at Vincent Massey will
be included in the Final Report as part of the Community Input
received. An analysis of this suggestion would also mean that
families may not have all their children attending the same school
(i.e., new JKs will be sent elsewhere). The DDSb strives to keep
siblings together.

Carey Trombino:

“From a costing perspective, they are more expensive than the DDSB’s
current suppliers.” While understanding cost needs to be considered
what is the exact increase in cost? At what point is the children’s mental
health worth the costs . Also The proposed change will also cost the
board money as you have stated you will have mental health resources,
need more portables at the new school and more busing
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16 portables, placed in the current position of a linear line, creates a lot
of missed instructional time. It would take up to 10 minutes to go from
further portables into school use the 1 designated washroom space and
back. Is there a plan to remedy this?

Enrolment today is 804 students | believe. This represents an increase
of 10 students in just 2 months. This projection shows an increase of
just 24 more students in the next year. This seems like a huge
underestimate. Based on current growth of 5 students/month, we
would have 40 more students by next September. Almost double the
estimate.

How are these estimates made? Last years estimate was 100

Our projections shared at the December 2023 public meeting were
understated compared to the actual enrolments at the school as of
January 2024. We have recently updated our long-term projections
based on available municipal and regional development forecasts.
The outlook continues to indicate growth pressures.

It is very disappointing to see that there are no options being considered
that leave VMPS and GBA with less than 150% capacity.

Overcrowding has negative impacts for our children’s mental health,
well-being, and academic progress.

I'd love to see more creative thinking about how to reduce these
numbers and better balance enrolment everywhere.

This all seems like a bandaid for an issue that's only going to continue
to grow. You don't need to look far to see construction of new
developments. What is the long term strategy? It seems with multiple
schools at 150% capacity we need expansions or construction of new
schools. What traffic studies have been done on the impact of
increasing enrollment at GBA?

Respectfully, that is shocking to hear that balancing schools in this area
at 150%+ utilization is considered acceptable and not be considered for
a new school in the area. While | understand the DDSB is bound by this
and does not make the policy, is disheartening and makes a lot of this
consultation for nothing.

There is already a precedent set. The small pocket within PET was sent
to GBA because at the time of development PET was experiencing
enrolment pressure. Now that VMPS is experiencing enrolment
pressure the new developments should be moved first, not established
neighborhoods.

Seeing as the utilization percentage has increased, it can be assumed
that more students have registered in the school. Can you speak to why
enrollment has not been halted seeing as we are in a boundary review
due to enrollment pressures?

The suggestion to pause new registrations at Vincent Massey will
be included in the Final Report as part of the Community Input
received. An analysis of this suggestion would also mean that
families may not have all their children attending the same school
(i.e., new JKs will be sent elsewhere). The DDSb strives to keep
siblings together.
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Based on the DDSB Pupil Accommodation Plan 2023-2027 Vincent
Massey should be limited to a maximum of 10 portables. Why do we
have 12 portables with a potential of up to 16?

The Pupil Accomodation Plan projected the need for 10 portables.
Fall enroliment exceeded projections and required additonal
portables. The site currently can accoomodate the 12 portables. If
growth is to continue, additonal portables would be required.

The 4 Schools within the boundary area being discussed is currently
600 students over capacity. This was mentioned as the number to look
at building a new school. Any plan to submit a proposal for a school at
the Whitelaw site to alleviate this over population? If not is there any
long term solution being looked at to relieve this over capacity?

| don't understand why a forecasted jump of 4 portables (from 12 to 16)
with a small increase of students in the 2024/2025 school year

The enrolment for the current school year was under projected and
an additional 4 portables were required. Future years were address
to show this increased need.

where are the portables for Gordon B Attersley coming from --
previously you said that portables may not be available.

With a reduction in population at Vincent Massey, the number of
portables would be reduced and could be re-allocated. There are
also some portables that would be available due to anothe school
opening that can be re-allocated

For Carey Trombino answer to my question about enrolment
underprojected - - why isnt this then updated in the charts? | am only
looking at the information provided by you during this presentation.

Lisa, new development is known for years.....so very surprising to me
that the Board didn't have better planning numbers for student
enrollment requirements.

Portables portables that’s all DDSB has to offer why not some new
buildings . DDSB had no no idea in past that these problems are

major proposal point is the portable shortage we are facing. It took only
a few phone calls to realize that there is no shortage, orders just need
to be placed.

| have spoken with - Canadian Portable Structures - who can have
portables ready within 10 weeks of an order placed

Community members have also connected with these Portable
suppliers (all of which have capacity to see the upcoming order need for
Vincent Massy)

Dextera group

Boxx Modular

William Scotsman - portibles, modular flex spaces (no alternative
building spaces).

Office Trailer - Whitby Office

The DDSB reached out to the company for further information.
Based on school-use specifications and number of required units,
the company’s timeline would result in an end of Summer delivery.
Additional coordination for permits, installation, set up and electrical
hookup would be required. The company is not a regular supplier
of portables to school boards, although they can do the work. From
a costing perspective, they are more expensive than the DDSB’s
current suppliers.

To respond to Carey - | spoke with Kevin from Canadian Portable
Structures this afternoon and he said noone has contacted him.
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Lygia asked for Kevins information from Canadian Portable Structures.
He was not contacted as he told me a few hours ago and still confirmed
he can take orders? This is not adding up.

Our staff reached out to Canadian Portable Structures and spoke
with John Melanson, who was able to provide the information
requested.

This supplier told me a fews hours ago that noone contacted them....

MENTAL HEALTH AND STUDENT
WELL-BEING QUESTIONS/COMMENTS

Quick question who pays for the effect this will have on the mental
health of families and these children??? Moving 80 kids is going to fix
everything??? Not likely. This appears to be years of poor planning at
the expense of our children. This is very concerning.

How is moving the proposed 80 or so students, resulting in a decrease
of 207 students as per your chart.

Also, 80 students from the proposed area don’t result in needing 8
portables.

Updated enrolment registrations at Vincent Massey surpass
projections. There are now approximately 200 students within the
area under review compared to the 158 that were in the initial
projection.

What about the families who are already established in the
neibourhood? This will highly impact on the mental health of the

live answered

The slides on mental health are an absolute joke, you just ramble off a
bunch of scriped cliche points. You clearly have put zero thought into

the impact this will have on our children by plucking out of the school in
their neighbourhood. You have put zero thought into the human aspect

staff supports wont help children who already to see a therapist on a
regular basis for anxiety

You keep talking about the importance of community. Do you realize
that the area that is proposed is literally splitting a community in half?
Some kids on one side of the street get to stay at VM and the other side
has to move. How do you think this is fair and how do you explain this to
a child without it effecting there wellbeing? How is this keeping
communities together and how do these kids maintain friendships and
ties to peers in their neighborhood?

VMPS - TRAFFIC, BUSING AND
PARKING QUESTIONS/COMMENTS

With the time difference of the schools, we will need to likely drive our
children to Attersley should this go through. But as the Atterlsey
community has told me, the school has its own challenges with parking,
with many parents getting parking tickets while dropping their children
off. It is my understanding that they would need additional space built
onto their current parking lot to accomodate more families entering the
school property for drop off. What would be done to accomodate
additional students, bussed or driven for their own current traffic safety

If congestion is an issue why is a bused neighbourhood being
considered ?

The traffic and safety concerns are due to volume associated with
the larger enrolment at Vincent Massey PS. The traffic can be as a
result of either students bussed or walkers. We also consider the
congestion within the school's hallways and ancillary spaces.
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Carey Trombino: The traffic and safety concerns are due to volume
associated with the larger enrolment at Vincent Massey PS. The traffic
can be as a result of either students bussed or walkers. We also
consider the congestion within the school's hallways and ancillary
spaces. Please explain how the 3 buses in this area are congesting
harmony road and eastdale parking lot ? Why are you not coming up
with a solution that will help reduce traffic and address the traffic and
safety concern

The contracted external traffic review and consultation process has
begun and is ongoing.

Charmyn Lawton: The contracted external traffic review and
consultation process has begun and is ongoing. Why is a proposal
being made and decided on before all the reviews have been completed

GBAPS - QUESTIONS/COMMENTS

Gordon B Atterlsey community has told me, the school has its own
issues with parking, with many parents getting parking tickets while
dropping their children off. It is my understanding that they would need
additional space built onto their current parking lot to accomodate more
families entering the school property for drop off. What would be done
to accomodate additional students, bussed or driven for their own
current traffic safety concerns?

What is this panels plane to stabilize the staffing change over at
Attersley? In the past year a number of teachers has left the attersley
school, including the principle. — does the board think this is
appropriate way to manage a already overwhelmed staff at attersley
with the addition of more students.

What is the school board have to say to address the staffing issues at
Gordon b attersley with staff off on leave due to the current school
environment?

| cannot understand the logic of such a large increase of portables at
Gordon B Attersly. This is a lot of disruption and certainly a lot of
associated cost

This is a bandaid fix! You are displacing kids who have been at VM
since to JK to attend a school that is already at capacity. Now
Attersley will be at 150% capacity and need to have portables when
they don’t have any now! | am curious to know how the community at
Attersley feels?! | wouldn’t be happy if | lived in that community.
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We are having difficulty finding the information on why Gordon B
Attersley was chosen as the right school to take on this boundary
change? Given the current unstable state it is in with principal turn over,
high teacher and staff turn over, major bullying, violence and threats
that Attersley community members have spoken to us about, | fail to
see how this would be a positive environment to accept 80+ current
children. It seems this school needs to be given more support and use
their current and possibly limited resources to provide aid to the current
student body, not bring in additional challenges that they are seemingly
Can you comment on the Adminstration Turnover at Attersley. There
does not appear to be a stable leadership team at that school.

Can you comment on the Adminstration Turnover at Attersley. There
does not appear to be a stable leadership team at that school.

Parents are concerned about the environment you are proposing
sending our children to.

GENERAL QUESTIONS/COMMENTS We are located on Autumnwood Trail. Will are children still attend We are only in consultation at this point. The area that is under
Vincent Massey or will they have to go to GBA? consideration is highlighted in blue (map shown during the
presentation and available on our DDSB website).
https://www.ddsb.ca/en/about-ddsb/boundary-and-program-
reviews.aspx#Vincent-Massey-Public-School

| realize that and have seen the map. | want to confirm whether The proposed boundary includes students within the area residing
Autumnwood is included in the potential move or not. west of Autumnwood Trail; south and east of Harmony
Conservation Area, north of the middle of Margate Drive

Would anyone on this panel elect to displace their own children?
Kowing the issues for the children, issues finding before and after
school programs/ care, and the likelihood that the new schedule would
effect their livelihood? — | would appreciate the DDSBS perspective as
community members, not as board members, to address these issues?
how do i know if my son is being moved, or not, We are only in consultation at this point. The area that is under
consideration is highlighted in blue (map shown during the
presentation and available on our DDSB website)

Would wadebridge be sent to the other schools?
It seems like community doesn't have a say at all. live answered
Did you consider the forest when you were playing on your maps?

Have you considered not continuing to sell your schools to developers?
When is the final meeting when this is being voted on? live answered
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I had the pleasure of serving four years on Oshawa City Council, in my
time there | saw first hand on how poor Capital Planning can haunt the
future and that band aid solutions only help to ease the pain in the short
term.

That is exactly what this is, distugstingly poor capital planning.

Was the giant forest in between this neighbourhood and your shortest
route to Attersley taken into consideration when you were drawing lines
on the map, it is tough to drive a bus through there, especially in the
winter.

Is there not already a crossing guard at the intersection of Harmony and
Adelaide?

Currently there is no crossing guard at Harmony and Adelaide

What is the rate of dissaprovalapproval for this boundary change at the
current time (what is the data showing)? None of the families affected
are in favour of this change.

Has the board considered moving the current crosswalk at Harmony
Heights? It has been sighted as a major reason for many of the
suggestions to be denied.

Close proximity???

You have spent so much time proving to us that there is a need for an
expansion to the school. Take this same energy to the trustees and get
it done. All the schools are over capacity, you're hurting kids and staff
by overwhelming everyone.

Carey.

Are you guys gonna build us a road through the woods to make
commute faster to Gordon b?

Embarrassing

creating another school with over utilization doesn't solve the problem

A boundary review is an initial step to resolving enrolment
pressures. Prior to applying for funding from the Ministry for
construction, we must first explore all other options to ensure all
schools are fully utilized. ... a justification to the Ministry when
assessing our request for funding.

DDSB is making it seem like we have a say but it doesn't seem like it

live answered

maybe we need to loop in news channels to get some answers

| have a contact at city news...i will write to her as well

you guys just have issues all throughout Oshawa. You need to push for
emergency funding from the ministry of education due to your poor
projections and planning

the new subdivision is closer to forest view than we are to attersley

will you guys publically offer the kids your appologies for breaking up

their friends they have had since JK
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| appreciate that you now are using up to date numbers, but the
projections have remained the same?

David, respectfully, you haven't answered anything meaningfuly in my
opinion.

All these things were not considered 5 years ago , when the approval
for new construction was given by the city council and DDSB . What if
we don’t want to change the school ?

It's very clear what the final report will be and what DDSB is trying and
will do . Just move the students and promise for further study in these
matters and will avoid to build a new school as long as possible .

It seems like that our opinions and concerns will have zero impact on live answered
DDSB and they already decided what to do but just waiting for the right
time to tell us

All these projection needed to be b address 5 years ago not when it's
too late . Seems DDSB has all the projection about future to be born
kids . How many kids people gonna have DDSB is projecting that good
No one is going to read our emails or listen our messages for sure . It's
just to say in final report that we heard everybody.

No one is looking for other options and our opinion won’t have any
effect on DDSB. It's not what we were expecting from this meeting . It's
not even a meeting you guys are reading from typed papers and telling
us that DDSB is looking into it that’s all

Who's question you guys answering ? Only those questions you guys
like to answer and manipulating the words with no sense and

Is there a crossing guard already in place at Bloor and Adelaide?

We have started a digital petition with over 550+ signatures and have
been going door to door having in person/real conversations with this
community. Please find the petiton here - and if you have not signed,
please do!
https://www.change.org/p/urge-ddsb-to-reconsider-boundary-change-for
vincent-massey-public-school

| think we feel this way because yourself and other board members are
taking 26 + calendar days and counting to get back to us David.

We would have to send our children on a hike through the conservation
area to be considered close.

| do feel that members should drive and walk these routes themselves
to truly see how this does not make sense.

Nothing from our trustees

DDSB is going to do what they wants to do ! These meetings are just a
show off !
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Why is 2022-23 and 2023-24 enrolment data not posted on the ddsb
website?

Charmyn, you said “When” it is finalized. That makes it seem like it is
already decided. That does not give famlies confidence that we are
heard.

How come common infrastructure like library, washrooms, gyms etc is
good to be used by 600+ students while they are only designed to cater
450 students.

We appreciate you looking into moving the new subdivision that still has
a lot of people still moving into the area.

Are you aware of the family fights you have caused? You are putting our
current grade 7’s into a position where they need to pick their friends or
family. That is absolutely disgusting!

Lots of unanswered questions and not truthful answers. You need to do
better DDSB. Make the right decisions and move the new residents, not
the ones that have been here since day one and don’t split our families.

So based on this timing, a decision will be made by Feb 20 (or brought
to the board) to facilitate the spring school/scheduling for Sept. 2024,
this means if DDSB choose to keep Massey together, there is NO TIME
for a new boundary assessment for another school to be analyzed,
parent meetings, transition planning and these types of meetings to
accommodate the new school that might be chosen. this leads to the
conclusion the plans are set in motion and Massey will have to move.
guess it's too small pocket to worry about. sad.

How do | interpret the map? is there an address look up to make it
easier ?

Hello, there is not an address look up. But if you have a particular
address in question please email and staff can provide additional
information on your specific address.

What other options are being considered (beyond what is posted in your
slides). You obviously have a lot of community that does not feel this is
a good permanent solution for the school. At what point would other
options be consided?

The options considered by staff and suggested by the community,
to date, have been provided in the PPP and the intial December
Report.

Why is it okay to have multiple schools functioning at >100% capacity in
Oshawa. Who is responsible for looking at the whole system to
address this issue?

DDSB's updates its annual long-term capital plan to understand and
monitor enrolment trends over the short-term and long-term.
Boundary reviews are an initial step in managing enrolment
pressures; however, continued assessment of enrolment growth
could result in the need to approach the Ministry of Education for

new school funding.
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ALTERNATIVE SCENARIOS

As we know from the studies and data the DDSB has provided there’s
no available space in existing schools due to all of them being
overpopulated. The only course of action is an addition. The structural
needs can be addressed during the summer break to not displace the
children. The TDSB does this regularly. The DDSB should’ve already
submitted this data and proposed a plan to the Ministry for approval
years ago as school populations have been increasing.

What about the recent developments: they are included in the existing
boundary, but displace long standing community members and students
— why not change the bounders to include those communities?

Why are you not stopping new enrolments ? Allowing the grade 8 to
graduate and keep the children who belong there staying there .

The suggestion to pause new registrations at Vincent Massey will
be included in the Final Report as part of the Community Input
received. An analysis of this suggestion would also mean that
families may not have all their children attending the same school
(i.e., new JKs will be sent elsewhere). The DDSb strives to keep
siblings together.

We are asking to stop New enrolments as in new students moving into
the neighbourhoods. You are still splitting up families by allowing the
grade 8 to graduate at vm and having to choose their school or their
family.

why are we moving the students that where in the school before the new|
students have came, can't we move the newer students that are
enroling in the school, | dont think it's fair to move my son that has been
at this school for 3 years

Optimal school utilization is apparently 85%. Attersley is already at
almost 100%; adding more students is not an acceptable answer.
Finding alternate sites, such as previously closed schools would be the
most appropriate answer. Increased funding for our teacher and admin,
and funding for additional student supports to combat the negative
impact of school overcrowding is necessary.

The first tool for dealing with increasing enrolment is a boundary
revision to maximize available space in existing schools.

The district, does not have the autonomous authority to construct a
school independent of the Ministry of Education. The Ministry
provides funding based on a solid and justifiable business case
submitted annually.

Additionally, for your information there are no closed schools owned
by DDSB in Oshawa.

Why not send some students to forest view (the neighbourhood at
king/townline is close to them). Some students to coronation, hillsdale,
or harmony heights, and some to Gordon b Attersley? Why are these
2 schools being left at 150% enrolment, causing negative impacts on
our children’s mental health, while other neighbouring schools have no
enrolment pressures?

Why moving the students from an existing neighbourhood rather than
new building houses?
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if you are projecting continuous over capacity at local elementary
schools and additionally needing more portables on a permanent basis
why would you not simply build an extension in the space occupied by
the portables at vincent massey? this has been a known issue for
literally more than five years. a real meeting in person would meet this
communitys needs better than this is.

The first tool for dealing with increasing enrolment is a boundary
revision to maximize available space in existing schools. The
district, does not have the autonomous authority to construct a
school independent of the Ministry of Education. The Ministry
provides funding based on a solid and justifiable business case
submitted annually.

In reply to: Carey Trombino: DDSB's updates its annual long-term
capital plan to understand and monitor enrolment trends over the short-
term and long-term. Boundary reviews...

According to the DDSB Pupil Accommodation plan there was a
projected over capacity in all the schools being discussed in this
boundary by over 450 pupils. In 1 year this has ballooned to 600. Is
there any further discussion on submitting a proposal to the ministry for
building a school at the Whitelaw/Glenbourn site?

If removing this neighbourhood still won’t bring enrolment down to the
450 capacity the school can accommodate, then it’s clearly not the best
decision. There needs to be actual change. All the schools are over
capacity, we need you guys to take this seriously and propose a second
floor to the school

The first tool for dealing with increasing enrolment is a boundary
revision to maximize available space in existing schools. The
district, does not have the autonomous authority to construct a
second floor independent of the Ministry of Education. The Ministry
provides funding based on a solid and justifiable business case
submitted annually.

The neighbourhoods closer to harmony road, make more sense to
move. They have a more direct route to Gordon B without adding to
traffic and congestion delays. The proposed area backs into the woods,
we don’t have a direct route to Gordon b

| understand the requirement to address the proposed enroliment
increase at Vincent Massey. It is wrong though to impact current
students and their family by initiating this change. Prevent new
students from attending Vincent Massey if they are new to the area .
This will limit the amount of transition impact and will demonstrate the
Board is truly concerned about mental health concerns.

The administration teams of all schools affected by any changes in
the boundary changes will collaborate to support the students
involved in the transition. We will be supported by DDSB board
staff in the transition, such as Inclusive Student Services.

unclear why established students in this area are being moved away.
when there is a newer area south of fleetwood that could be moved as
they are starting new all together

If you have already seen an increase in numbers at VM (clearly coming
from the new larger subdivision at Townline and Shankel Rd) how is
moving 80 students from the proposed neighborhood going to make a
difference at VM. You will be at the same enrolment numbers this time
next year or even more at this rate. Why would you not move that
larger community to actually decrease the numbers at VM. | believe
they are bused as well, so they should be considered as an option.
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TOPIC

Community Participant Question

DDSB Response

We understand the school is over populated like almost every other
school in Durham Region. You cannot move kids that have been here
since day one with strong roots, foundations, relationships with both
peers and teachers. The south side of Fleetwood is actually closer to
Attersley and they have no ties or connections to the school like we do.
There is absolutely no reason that makes sense to move us. The
accurate and right choice is to move them. We want answers why
you're not moving them?

Based on this community suggestion, DDSB staff are undertaking
an analysis to be included in the Final Report.

1. Stop New Enrolments until the capacity is under control

2. The Proposed area of VMPS is near to PETps rather than GBAps.
Please consider this incase if something has approved after final report
3. New houses are still building and may increase the occupancy, but
this shouldn't impact the current children and their siblings attending in

FORMAT OF MEETING
QUESTIONS/COMMENTS

are any members of the municipality or durham region on the call to
discsuss concerns about boundry change?

No. The panelists are staff from DDSB and Trustees.

Are there any members from the durham region on this call to provide
an update on after school programs and availability of spaces for the
displaced students? - if not why not? and ARe the members of this
panel prepaired to speak to the impact of nefore and aftter school
program issues for these families

DDSB staff are in discussions with the Region regarding before and
after school care. The Region is aware of the concerns expressed
about access to before and after school care and will continue to
monitor the need.

When will there be an opportunity to speak directly to DDSB
representatives? the above and some of the answered provided do not
seem be able to answer the questions, and do not seem willing to
answer the questions in a meaningful and open dialogue. You could
image that there is a considerable issues with a one sided conversation

The DDSB has stated that they are talking to other government agents,
but they are not here why?

Can we please get a copy of this recording and paste it webinar ?

The information from tonight's meeting will be part of the Final
Report and posted on the website once the consultation is
complete.

Why are we getting the same presentation for a second time ?

The first part of the presentation is repeated for those participants
who did not, or were unable, to attend the Webinar in December.
The second part of the presentation will address questions that
were raised during the first Webinar for all attendees.

We would like an in person meeting

where can i get access to this slides, i would like to go over it please
and thank you

You will be able to find it here on the DDSB websited when it is
posted:
https://www.ddsb.ca/en/about-ddsb/boundary-and-program-

reviews.aspx#Vincent-Massey-Public-School

where can we find the recording after this meeting
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TOPIC

Community Participant Question

DDSB Response

This meeting hasn't given the conclusion rather it was just a reading on
the slides. Seems like no efforts have been made to solve community
concerns.

we are taking all community concerns into consideration and they
will be set out for the Trustees to consider. Any options or
suggestions provided by the community that can be analyzed by
staff will be provided to the Board of Trustees

| do understand the desire from the board to keep these meetings only
through Zoom where you are in full control and can silence those in
attendance but is there any other reason why you are avoiding an in
person meeting in addition to a virtual meeting?

DDSB staff try to accomodate wherever possible. Not all board
events, committes and meetings are performed in person and some
may be only virtual as it does increase public input and
participation. We do continue to have alternative ways to receieve
all information in this webinar and receive feedback from those who
may not be able to attend this webinar. There are multiple
opportunities for providing input through voice mail, email, survey,
virtual public meetings, through your local school.

It's tough to watch everyone sit so comfortably in their offices explaining
why they have decided to rip these children out of their school.

Not having an in person meeting to face the people affected by this and
have real conversations is nothing short of cowardess.

Short and Sweet on the questions, continuing down the theme of
cowardess

Are questions not being posted to the webinar until after they have been
answered? | have asked two questions which have not been addressed.

when are you opening the chat for additional comments?

live answered

Will all questions/comments be posted in this Q and A? We are noticing
they are not being included until a response has been provided.

How/Where will the answers be shared?

Lisa and David - - if you are truly interested in obtaining stakeholder
feedback, hold a series of townhall meetings that allows for effective
Q&A vs this filtered approach on the webinar

listening to the DDSB answers to previous questions | cannot help but
feel the DDSB isn't taking the stakeholder concerns seriously. There
are NO specifics in any of the answers other than a lot of high-level
comments. When will there be a comprehensive set of metrics
available that will be reviewed...how can the Board of Trustees ever be
expected to make an informed decision without this level of detail?

The community input will be included with the Final Report to the
Trustees. Where input provides sufficient details for staff to
analyzed, the analysis will be included.

Can you please state how many community members are on the
webinar?

Currently there are 81 community members on the webinar

For our community members who do not have the privelge of
technology within the home, how can they view this webinar? Can this
presentation be sent to them? Im failing to see how this is equitable for
all, this is one of the reasons why we have asked for an in person
meeting, allowing all community members to have the opportunity to
choose which meeting suits their needs and situations.
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TOPIC Community Participant Question DDSB Response
| cannot "like" anyone questions? That feature should be available now. Thanks for letting us know.

Who from the DDSB is here present for this meeting right now? Please
state who is here. Thank you

Again | ask, who is here at this meeting? Unfortunately we can only see |Staff and Trustees are in attendance.
1 or two faces at a time.

Why are not all questions being asked available for everyone to see as
was the case last time?

This meeting was start encouraging people to "like" questions as they |That function should now be available to you to all attendees.
came up but you are not allowing people this option. Choosing to isolate
individual questions from public view in real time is a information act
violation.

Why can’t we have an in person meeting? DDSB staff try to accomodate wherever possible. Not all board
events, committes and meetings are performed in person and some
may be only virtual as it does increase public input and
participation. We do continue to have alternative ways to receieve
all information in this webinar and receive feedback from those who
may not be able to attend this webinar. There are multiple
opportunities for providing input through voice mail, email, survey,
virtual public meetings, through your local school.

DEVELOPMENT AND LONG TERM The permitting issues for development and capital projects are the
PLANNING QUESTIONS/COMMENTS same: the new developments should have been considered. It wasn't,
the DDSB has not met the need, and now the community is scrambling,
but there is no immediate action with the varied levels of government to
fast track their capital developments — why? -what is the DDSB, Region,
and Province doing about it today — boundary changes not included as
the growth will continue. - please keep in mind when answering, zoning
and permit are required well prior with zoning taking to years for
approvals, then a permitting process for housing developments.

We moved into the Eldorado area (backing onto Adelaide) in 2016 and
at that time there was signage stating the current new Fleetwood
neighbourhood were in proposal staes etc at that time. So the DDSB
had to have known that there would be large scale building in that area
since at least 2016
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TOPIC

Community Participant Question

DDSB Response

1.With a continually growing population what is the long term strategy
to build infrastructure to sustain the growth of the community? The
board sighted the long lead time for construction and permitting,
however in the recent budget, there is no indication of future expansion
and capital development strategies.

2.What are the strategies for short term expansion of infrastructure?
3.What are the long term strategies for infrastructure spending?
4.What methods are the Board, City and Region using to prioritize
capital development.

5.Have the Board and Municipal partners reviewed alternative building
structure and expansion for existing facilities to mee the immediate
need.

6.The 2013 intake of 90 students from Athabasca public school, was
the tipping point, to indicate that there was an issue with population
growth and enrollment. What has the board done to mitigate the issue

Because it was noted that all schools need to be operating over their
enrollment for the Trustees/Minstry to consider building a new school, is
this why part of the plan/ solution is to now make Gordon B Attersley
over populated to get a new school?

Why were the major housing developments not considered in long term
plans? This seems inexcusable to not get ahead of. Were the further
units and house that will be occupied considered? Are in you touch with
the development to make this analysis?

Have you thought about not renovating libraries, as they are always
used as classrooms anyways. And using that money to buy more
portables? We have a wonderful library space that our children don’t
get to use. | know this is the case at many schools. Spending a lot of
money to renovate the library at coronation doesn’t seem like a good
use of funds, when they don’t get to use their library either.

North Oshawa is due to get some new schools in the next few years.
This will release NGP from being a holding school will it not?

are you able to give a general explanation of why so many of these
schools are allowed to be overcrowded for years to the point where
elementary schools no longer have functioning libraries for years at a
time? i really need to understand how this has been allowed to happen
for years.

i think genuinely you owe all of these families an explanation for this -
we have known that vincent massey was expected to be over capacity
for five plus years - we have been told this. please tell us how you will
fix this for the future? the story here is your estimating and planning has
not been effective for quite some time.\
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TOPIC Community Participant Question DDSB Response

The DDSB built a school in North Oshawa (Windfield / Wintergate)
based on 488 students in holding schools. | know this area is growing
more rapidly but the enroliment between the 4 Schools within the
boundary area being discussed is currently 600 students over capacity.
This is 30% of the pupil place shortfall for all of Oshawa based on the
DDSB Pupil Accommodation Plan. Is there any long term solution
being looked at to relieve this over capacity?

You had an area in the PT area that was moved to Gordon b and you If the Board of Trustees were to approve the staff option currently
plan to move back to Pt. Are you going to do the same to us? Move us Junder consultation, the area would remain unchanged for a longer

and then a couple years later, move us back? period of time.

All these school are at maximum capacity means DDSB has done DDSB's updates its annual long-term capital plan to understand and
nothing in past 10 years and had no idea that these problems will come |monitor enrolment trends over the short-term and long-term.

? Boundary reviews are an initial step in managing enrolment

pressures; however, continued assessment of enrolment growth
could result in the need to approach the Ministry of Education for
new school funding.

We appreciate your answers but why DDSB is taking short term
solutions now why DDSB not took some long term solutions 5 years ago
while knowing all these new construction and new ppl moving in ?
Please don’t defend the DDSB like a political debate

As the schools SCC minutes reflect, the new developments on southern
Fleetwood Drive have been discussed since 2019 and the impact they
will have on an already overcapcity school.. back then! Why was that
new subdivision on the Southern end of Fleetwood not set to start their
Oshawa education at a school that could fit them better than VMPS
could? Instead you have allowed the capacity issue to continue to grow
and are now ripping an established community apart.
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Vincent Massey Public School

Boundary Review Consultation Survey 2023-2024

The Durham District School Board (DDSB) invited students, parents/guardians, DDSB staff and members of the
community to provide feedback on the proposed boundary option for Vincent Massey Public School. Using an
online survey tool, the questionnaire was launched on December 5%, 2023, and closed on January 19, 2024.

257 completed responses were received.

Participants (n=257)

Parents/Guardians of a Future DDSB Student (e.g., pre-school age children)
DDSB Employees (Not a parent/guardian of a current or future DDSB student)

e 32 DDSB Students (grades K-8)

. 2 DDSB Students (grades 9-12)

o 173 Parents/Guardians of a DDSB Student

. 9

o 19

o 22 Community Stakeholders/Members of the Public

Figure 1
DDSB Students
Which school do you currently attend?
n=35

Vincent Massey PS [ 29

Pierre Elliot Trudeau
PS R

Gordon B. Attersley
Ps i:

Figure 3
Parents/Guardians of Current & Future
DDSB Students
Do you have pre-school age children that
will be attending the DDSB in the
forseeable future? n=171

84.2%

15.8%

Yes No

Figure 2
Parents/Guardians of DDSB Students
*Which school does your child/children currently
attend? (Select all that apply)
n=173

Vincent Massey PS e 134
Gordon B. Attersley PS 22
Pierre Elliot Trudeau PS W 13
EastdaleCVvl m 7
Another DDSB school in Oshawa B 7
DDSB school in Pickering | 1
DDSB school in Whitby | 1

Figure 4
Parents/Guardians of Current & Future
DDSB Students
*Which DDSB school did you plan on your
child/children attending? (Select all that apply)
n=36

Vincent Massey PS
Gordon B. Attersley PS
Pierre Elliot Trudeau PS
Another DDSB school in
DDSB school in Whitby

DDSB school in Pickering

I 26
. s
H2

-l 2

I1
I1

*Because multiple answers per participant are possible the total responses may exceed the number of participants

responding.
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Impact of Proposed Boundaries

Figure 5
All Participants
What would the impact be if the proposed boundaries were adopted?

n=258
67.8%
10.9% 12.4% 8.9%
0.0%
I — ’
Positive impact Neutral - No impact Negative impact Unsure Choose not to

answer

Positive Impact — Why do you feel that way?

Figure 6
Thematic Analysis of Comments
Reasons why participants felt the proposed boundaries will have a positive impact
Response n=35

Alleviate Overcrowding 42.9%
Enhance Learning Experience 11.4%
Availability of Resources and Facilities 8.6%
Increase Safety 8.6%
Change Seems Reasonable 8.6%
Reduces Transportation/Traffic Issues 5.7%
Space/Play Area 5.7%
Suggestion 5.7%
Keeping Connections (friends, staff) 2.9%
Other 2.9%

Selected Comments:

Alleviate Overcrowding:

“Overcrowded schools are not a good place to learn.”
“Vincent Massey is over its capacity. Transferring some area to other schools may help.”
“The school is way overpopulated. Changing the boundaries would eliminate some of the current issues.”

Enhance Learning Experience:

“More focus towards better infrastructure and children.”
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“It would make the academic process more enjoyable for the students,”

“With less students at VMPS, kids would have more space, opportunities, clubs, programing, access to the
library, etc.”

Availability of Resources and Facilities:

“There aren’t even enough bathroom facilities to support the number of children!”

“Not proper assess to books.”

Increase Safety:

“The schools are currently grossly overpopulated - posing fire, and health hazards.”
“Too many children in yard to watch safely.”
“The hallways are hazardous during transitions.”

Change Seems Reasonable:

“The new boundaries are for new developments with people that just moved in so haven’t had as much a
chance to forge strong friendships and relationships...should be able to adapt quickly and easily.”

“This new boundary seems fair as newer development is in that area, and they will be less disrupted compared
to their peers who have been living and attending for much longer periods of time, who are rooted deeply

within the current school they attend.”

Reduces Transportation/Traffic Issues:

“There may be benefits to reduce busing. It shows a more logical area.”
“There will less traffic.”

Space/Play Area:

“Students need space to play in the outdoors, and a library, not more portables taking up play space.”

“With less students at VMPS, kids would have more space.”

Suggestion:

“The only thing that will address the problem completely would be a new school, but there is no where for a
new school. | don’t understand why Harmony Heights is not being utilized to spread some more of the
population?”

“VMPS is currently at ~180% utilization and the proposal might reduce the utilization closer to 140%. The
reduction appears to be a small band aid that will fall off in a year given that the projections have consistently
underestimated students at Vincent Massey. More students need to be included in a boundary adjustment.
Harmony Heights would be the logical place to send them. The reasons given in the Dec.4th report don't add
up. This school has had numerous portables and busses before.”
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Keeping Connections (friends, staff):

“Addresses some of the issues at Vincent Massey while no affecting my son’s enrolment...also will be able to
stay in school with his friends who will remain at Vincent Massey.”

Negative Impact — Why do you feel that way?

Figure 7
Thematic Analysis of Comments
Reasons why participants felt the proposed boundaries will have a negative impact
Response n=285

Student Well-Being (social-emotional, Mental Health) NGNS 21.8%
Established/Sense of belonging IIIIIIENNNENGNGGNGNGNGNGNGNGN 15.8%
Transportation/Traffic/Distance IIIIIEEEENEGEGGEGE 10.9%
Keep Existing Students/Relocate New Student GGG 9.8%
Consequences for Family (childcare, work, siblings) I 9.5%
Alternatives/Questions I 7.0%
Disruptive/Unfair I 6.3%
Governance (decisions, accountability, finances etc.) I 5.6%
Challenges (overcrowding, portables, class numbers) I 5.6%
Student Success (academics, grades, attendance) I 2.8%
Support Needs (ISS, EDI, staff) I 2.8%
Other HEE 2.1%

Selected Comments:

Student Well-Being (social-emotional, Mental Health):

“Our daughter suffers from Anxiety and has just recently gotten accustomed to VMPS and has had a positive
start to her grade 4 year. This would be extremely detrimental to her mental health and attendance at school if
she is required to change schools.”

“My children have built healthy relationship with some of the students, and it would impact both my children
immensely. They would loose close friendships and they would be devastated.”

“After coming out of the pandemic some students are just starting to feel some stability in their lives having so
many children uprooted from the school and everything that they know would definitely affect their mental
health.”

“I' have a special needs child that is in a mainstream classroom that would be very much traumatized by the
social implications of a school change. “

“Forcing children to change schools will cause anxiety and depression due to being forced to make new friends
abruptly at a new school. It will also cause the same feelings for the children who are left behind at Vincent
Massey. The children have made strong bonds with their friends, and it is not fair to pull them apart...”

Research & Strategic Analytics (RSA) 4



111

Established/Sense of belonging:

“We are a community that has grown and attended Vincent Massey. Not only do my children attend this
school, | also work as a lunchroom supervisor and am an active member within the school community. To
relocate children to another school would negatively affect them by removing them from the community,
friends, social circles.”

“I believe a lot of older children who have established and trusted relationships (friends; teachers, support
staff) will be affected at what | remember as a pretty difficult time in a child’s life.”

“Students who live in the proposed community are close to those around them. Removing them from a larger
community would cause a decrease in those families connectedness to the community itself.”

“I do not want to switch schools as | have been at Vincent Massey since JK and would like to graduate at this
school, but as | am not in Gr 7 this year, this option was not given to me.”

Transportation/Traffic/Distance:

“One of my parents is close by in case of an emergency. At the other school it's not as close.”

“The school is close to home to make it easy commute for parents to and kids to walk home when
transportation is not available.”

“This is going to affect my distance from my house | usually walk to school and parents don't have to worry
about transportation since they have work early in the morning. Going to this new school is probably going to
make me take a bus which | don't feel comfortable with.”

“it makes no sense to have children relocate to a school that is more than 4km away from where they live
when there are 3 other schools that are within the vicinity of where they live and under 2km from current
living area.”

“My concern is that there is already a lot of traffic from parents dropping their kids off at Gordon b. Attersley....
The sheer amount of traffic is a safety concern for the kids walking home. | feel that if parents have to drive

from outside of the neighborhood, it will only increase the danger.”

Keep Existing Students/Relocate New Student:

“Kids should be grandfathered. If they have always been at Vincent Massey should be able stay.”

“The new neighborhoods that have been built are already bussed so they should be the ones who are
transferred to a new school.”

“I strongly recommend that existing students continue in the school they are and rather, new families moving
into the area be assigned to new school.”

“That area already has a connection to the school; it seems best fit for them to stay. The new townhouses on
Townline should go to Attersley as they have no connection to the nearby community.”

Consequences for Family (childcare, work, siblings):

“My child is enrolled in the before and after school program at Vincent Massey. This resource is not available at
Gordon B school.”

Research & Strategic Analytics (RSA) 5



112

“We've positioned ourselves to get into the daycare down the street that will support our autistic children who
will be attending Vincent Massey. To try to get into a daycare that can accommodate the extra needs of our
boys will be problematic as waitlists in the area are years in the making bus service will also be an issue.”

“Since day one | have been going to school with my sister and brother! | would hate to think that we would
have to split up. It makes me sad that the DDSB is even thinking about breaking up families.”

“This would cause unnecessary stress in our household.”

“I don’t want this for my children and my family has made housing and career decisions to avoid this.”

“The proposed boundary change would impose a detrimental impact on our household income and
significantly disrupt work commitments. Relocating to a more distant area would entail increased commuting

costs and time, leading to financial strain and potential career setbacks.”

Alternatives/Suggestions:

“The proposed changes map doesn’t look good. The change should be done in the closer vicinity not further or
have Rossland road developed to Kettering drive.”

“Enrollment should be closed for Vincent Massey and new students moving into the still developing area
should be diverted to other schools.”

“As with TDSB, when a school reaches a certain capacity, they build a second floor or extension. That should be
the action taken place, not forcing families to leave their community school.”

“There are empty schools in Oshawa that could be reopened, and boundaries reassessed. The separate area
near the Cineplex should go to the school closest to it (12 students). Other boundaries need to be reassessed.
A student placement plotted map should be created.”

“Why not create boundaries closer to the schools? The distance is ridiculous.”

“What are the long-term plans? Houses and neighborhoods are expanding quickly in North Oshawa.”

“How many support staff are at each of these schools already? How many additional supports would be
needed at that school if that happened? When does the new school open?”

Disruptive/Unfair:

“Is extremely upsetting to the parent and child to spend all that time enrolling and settling in to have to move
again.”

“My daughter will be in grade 8 next year and it’s unfair to make her change schools at this point. There must
be a better option.”

“This will be the 2nd time that my neighborhood has had a boundary change.”

“Unnecessary movement of children. this is very disruptive for them.”
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Governance (decisions, accountability, finances etc.):

“I realize that DDSB is limited on what they can do but this seems very silly.”

“We urge trustees to vote against this boundary change and find a solution that values community and student
well-being.”

“This is not a permanent solution, only a bandaid to balance your budget. Build new schools, hire proper staff
to meet the needs of our students.”

“I feel that students should not have to be displaced from their home school environment because the school
board is not proactive in addressing the population growth... We need more schools and funding, not changing
boundaries and displacing children.”

“The DDSB had a school proposed for that area, but you decided not to go further with it. Now the children
have to suffer for your error. Certainly, you would’ve known that with all the growth in the area it was going to

cause a problem!”

Challenges (overcrowding, portables, class numbers):

“Our school is also over capacity and has had to convert our library and make the space into classrooms when
the region ran out of portables.”

“Portables are supposed to be temporary...”
“My children are already in crowded classes of 29 kids and are both in split classes.”

“PET is already running way over capacity. Adding more students will bring down quality of care and education
of the students even further, while pushing the problem to a different school instead of resolving it.”

“The Admin team at Attersley has struggled so much in the last 2 years. Adding more students will not reduce
the challenges faced here and in fact hurt our school more.”

“Overpopulated schools are a detriment to a students’ ability to learn. no additional bathrooms were
mentioned in the proposal, which poses serious sanitary concerns. Occupying outdoor spaces with portables,

limits the ability for students to be active.”

Student Success (academics, grades, attendance):

“...leaving the VM community would be detrimental and could cause extreme school absences.”

“My daughter will be entering grade 8 next year and removing her from the teachers and classmates she is
familiar with will be detrimental to her drive and academic performance in her final year.”

“Moving them will hinder progression and interrupt their learning.”

Support Needs (ISS, EDI, staff):

“I have a special needs child with ADHD and change will to a new school will not go well with him.”
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“I know firsthand the problems that exist within already established holding schools, where resources are
limited, support for students and staff are not available as a result.”

“My daughter has been at Vincent Massey since Kindergarten. She has an IEP and had built a relationship with
the Sert office.”

Other:

“The rating of the proposed school is much worse compared to Vincent Massey PS.”
“I believe the recent loss of a good administrator.”
“I don’t want my children to change schools.”

“There is no direct access from proposed to GBA PS. Children will be passing by their old school everyday.”

Unsure of Impact — Why do you feel that way?
Figure 8
Thematic Analysis of Comments
Reasons why participants felt the proposed boundaries will have an uncertain
(unsure) impact
Response n=25
Overcrowding Continues NN 32.0%
Alternative/Suggestion NN 20.0%
Disruptive/Unfair [N 12.0%
Established/Sense of Belonging [N 12.0%
Question N 8.0%
Traffic Issues/Transportation [ 8.0%
Exempt Existing Students [ 4.0%

Alleviate Overcrowding I 4.0%

Selected Comments:

Overcrowding Continues:

“Pierre Elliott Trudeau PS already has 6-7 portables and we’ve only recently got our library back from being a
classroom. Adding more students to an already overpopulated school is only going to make matters worse.”

“Likely positive in reducing impact on Vincent Massey but is it just shifting to Gordon B Attersley.”
“It's hard to predict what the result would be. One thing | do know is that it won't solve the problems, at least

not for long. There is a huge amount of building in this area and new families moving in all the time. Just
moving students around to other schools that are already at full capacity is not a real solution.”
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Alternative/Suggestion:

“I think students from the new subdivision who do not have established ties should move to GBAPS.”
“The new builds around Shankel rd will end up brining in more students then moving this area will. This area
being newer should find a better placement, to help reduce the numbers further. In addition, a new school

needs to be petitioned for.”

“There needs to be a new school built or extensions put on the existing buildings in order to actually solve the
problem.”

Disruptive/Unfair:

“I do think this will have a negative impact on the families that have attended our school for many years. | don't
really feel it is fair to ask them to leave.”

“I am nervous that this transition would set them back in all of the successes they achieved at Vincent Massey.”

Established/Sense of Belonging:

“l don't believe its the right choice. You are taking mostly established homes with students who have been
attending Vincent Massey and moving them to a school much further away.”

“Furthermore, my children love their teachers and the school that they are currently in”

Question:

“I still need more information because Pierre Elliott is also experiencing a huge number of students. Is this a
temporary solution for a long-term problem?”

“My family lives north of Kettering Dr, Autumwood Trial becomes Aldsworth Cres north of Kettering Drive. We
are located on the EAST side of Aldsworth Cres. Are we impacted by this boundary change?”

Traffic Issues/Transportation:

“GBA has an existing traffic issue with people parking on side streets and blocking intersections. An increase in
enrolment without proper traffic solutions would only make the existing problem worse.”

“I don’t drive so if my children need to be picked up it would take me well over 45 minutes to safely get to the
proposed school.”

Exempt Existing Students:

“My child goes to Attersley with an out of zone exception due to childcare. Bringing more students in worries
me about his future enrollments. I'd love for this change to not impact existing students with exceptions.”

Alleviate Overcrowding:

“This would result in a positive impact to VMPS in relation to the number of students attending the school.
Currently we are overcrowded, and it creates challenges (including negative behaviours) on a daily basis”
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Neutral Impact — Why do you feel that way?
There were insufficient responses to conduct a thematic analysis of the comments made by participants that
selected “Neutral” to the question of “What would be the impact if the proposed boundaries were adopted?”

Figure 9
Thematic Analysis of Comments
Reasons why participants felt the proposed boundaries will have a neutral impact
Response n=26

Unaffected M <2.3%
Not a solution [N 26.9%
Alternative _ 19.2%

Negative Impact for Those Affected [ 7.7%

Minimal Impact For PETPS - 3.8%

Selected Comments:

Unaffected:

“Mly street isn't in an area to be moved to another school; we live a 5min drive tops to Vincent Massey.”

“We live on Aldsworth and from what | see, my kids would remain at their school and finish with their friends
and follow their peers to Eastdale for Grad 9.”

Not a Solution:

“This plan will continue to leave Vincent Massey very overcrowded. We need a solution that drops our student
population lower.”

“The school is so over-enrolled; it seems unlikely that this plan will have a significant effect. Also, it is unclear
the extent to which the plan takes into account the number of young families with preschool-aged children
who are continuing to move into the VM catchment area. The increase in VM enrollment seems to have taken
the Board by surprise, which is troubling.”

“We need to make a larger change at Vincent Massey. There will still be far too many students and portables...
This is not a healthy environment for my children.”

It will not make enough of a difference on the current capacity of Vincent Massey. The school currently does

not have enough bathrooms for the amount of students (even with the boundary change). The school is
bursting, and violence has increased."
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Alternative:

“Send kids to GBA, but also send some to other surrounding schools.”

“There needs to be a new school built asap to capture the growing population.”

“I would prefer to keep the status quo and have multiple start times or difference recess/lunch times than do
this.”

“It makes far more sense for the small pocket of kids off of Glenbourne to attend Pierre Elliott Trudeau then it

does for them to go to Attersley.”

Negative Impact For Those Affected:

“As far as the Vincent Massey change, it doesn’t directly impact us, but | feel badly for the kids who will never
be able to walk home from school because it’s so far.”

“I would imagine that this would significantly disrupt many established relationships among children for very
little impact to lessen crowding at the school.”

Minimal Impact For PETPS:

“Minimal impact on enrolment numbers for PET.”

Please provide any additional comments about the proposed boundary realignment:

KEY THEMES (Selected Comments)

Questions Asked By Participants:

“There seems to be a huge influx of students to Vincent Massey this year. What other neighbourhoods feed
into Vincent Massey?”

“Why can't that block go to Harmony Heights? It's closer than Attersley for those students? What kind of
supports would be moved around as a result, and how much support would be lost?”

“Why isn't Hillsdale being considered in this realignment, given it's woeful under-enroliment?”
“Why moving existing area rather than newly build construction?”
“Has it been considered converting part of eastdale and Maxwell heights into intermediate schools?”

“It seems obvious that an additional school is needed given all of these schools are operating at >100%
capacity. It would be great to hear what plans/pressure DDSB is applying to start that process.”

“I/we require more information to make an informed response.”
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Alternative Options:

“Take the new boundary all the way to Townline road instead of Autumnwood.”

“Another idea would be to have the families west of Harmony to attend one of the schools like Harmony
Heights”

“A suggestion may be to have all the new students coming into the proposed new boundary attend at Gordon
B. Attersley.”

Recommendations:

“Another permanent solution should be looked at. The addition on exhausting schools to accommodate the
influx of students. Boundary changing will not solve this issue.”

“The neighbourhood is still growing in the area surrounding the boundary change. There should have been a
school built in the area. A boundary change is not the answer for this.”

““We need to come up with better solutions. We need to cap enrollment until we have reached a plateau.”

“The realignment needs to not be set in stone instead it being a temporary fix. A new school needs to be built
in our area or modification to our existing school must be done in order to accommodate our students instead
of adding portables.”

“The solution isn’t to relocate students to other schools. The solution should be to expand on the current
school. Add a second floor, add a new wing on the school to accommodate the enrolment changes. Relocation
is not a long-term solution.”

“Maybe instead of tearing down schools to put up housing you should be refitting them to be schools for the
carry over!!l”

Planning/Governance:

“1'd like to see the board looking more long-term planning, and also for more creative short-term solutions.
What are other boards doing?”

“The city has advance notices of upcoming sales and info on the new people moving into neighborhoods. At
least in case of new neighborhoods they should have thought of the impact of schools long before doubling the
school enrollment. Poor planning.”

“This is not a new issue in this school, the SCC has seen it coming and been raising concerns for years. Why can
the board not listen and plan accordingly.”

“That might not be a tidy solution, but it seems cruel to make children pay for the lack of planning by adults
who could have seen this coming, based on new development in the past 2+ years and a problem that could
have been prevented.”

“DDSB declined option for elementary school off Fleetwood that would have resolved all issues. Children suffer

as a result.”
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Public Consultations:

“Thank you for doing the public consultation we hope to get frequent updates.”

“More time is required to adequately gather the community feedback.”

“Yes, give your heads a shake and get more information out to parents, transparency is key.”

“I hope that parents / staff at all school get to be heard and questions answered before anything is done.”
“The timing of the consultation and allowance for public discord seems strategically timed to limit voice. The
proposed boundary change will not rectify the traffic and safety concerns cited in the conclusion of the Report-

to-Board (Dec 4th, 2023).”

“The time frame for consultation is offensive. There's less than 6 weeks to respond during a time when most
people take at least 2 weeks away from emails/work.”

“You didn't provide parents with adequate notice and method of attending the meeting was not inclusive. You
presume parents and community members would have access to attend virtually.”

Support Proposed Change: Similar comments to those already represented in the section on Positive Impact —
Why do you feel that way? See Figure 6 and accompanying comments.

Oppose Proposed Change: Similar comments to those already represented in the section on Negative Impact —
Why do you feel that way? Notably large number of comments related to allowing existing students residing in
the established neighborhood to remain at Vincent Massey PS and relocating new(er) students residing in the
new development/builds. See Figure 7 and accompanying comments.
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School

Summarized Concerns

Vincent Massey PS

Children attend VMPS and are in area proposed to be relocated to GBAPS;
Children attend Umbrella Child Care B&A and are well establish; how can we be
exempt from boundary changes; This proposed lowers the value of our home;
our children being bussed over 4km; Norman G Powers PS is a school close to
the area that is currently not over capacity and only has 2 portables on site;
They can accommodate more students than what they currently have; |
understand that they are a holding school at this time, but the area they are
holding for is getting a new school in the next 2 years; So long term it makes
more sense to shift new students there permanently to ease pressure on VMPS;
The community west of Harmony Rd is a logical choice to move to GBAPS by
driving distance they are the closest; 3.2kms as opposed to our area which is
4.2kms; It was also cited in the traffic report documents that traffic congestion
at the Eastdale CVI was a major concern and consideration for the boundary
review; This area west of Harmony Rd is not bussed, therefore they would be
the ones most contributing to the Eastdale CVI congestion seeing as they all
walk or are driven to school; Moving the proposed area would not alleviate the
traffic congestion in the way that is needed due to the fact that we are all
bussed; Opposition to move 80+ students from VMPS to the distant GBAPS;
causes instability for my 2 kids: our support system is established in this
community; new people with no established connections should move to GBAPS
or Forest View PS which has space and closer to new subdivisions; Well being -
lack of concern for students you are proposing to relocate, not address their
physical well-being/mental health, splitting up friendships (students and
families); Communication - DDSB communication about proposal boundary
change is insufficient, one week’s notice of webinar and no notice to pre-
schoolers; Portable availability - confirmed portables can be ready in 10 weeks
once an order is placed, question the report on stats for portables required; If
student moved to GBAPS they will be in a different secondary feeder school;
Send students to Harmony Heights PS, there is a crossing guard at Harmony
Road and Adelaide; Coronation PS will only be a holding school short term as
DDSB is building a new school in 2024 and getting a new school in 2026;
additional points to make after webinar #2; we are not in close proximity but
tucked against a conservation area; struggle to understand how moving us will
address the traffic concerns; if a daycare is added to GBAPS fear it won’t be
ready; please consider other options.

Vincent Massey PS

Have a child graduating; agree with DDSB staff concerns; school overpopulated
(portables/library for classroom) something needs to happen; parking lot is
unsafe.

Will students who move from VMPS to GBAPS or to PETPS be proceeding to
Maxwell Heights SS or Eastdale CVI; Eastdale CVI and Maxwell Heights are also
both experiencing enrolment pressures;
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School

Summarized Concerns

Vincent Massey PS

Appreciate time to evaluate situation and work towards a resolution; we reside
on the border of the proposed boundary change can you confirm if we would
stay at VMPS or proposed to attend GBAPS.

Vincent Massey PS

We moved to subdivision in north-east part of the boundary 10 years ago
because it was connected to a mature neighbourhood and enabled access to
good schools; plans showed a future PS site at Fleetwood/Kettering; Why did
DDSB sell the land to developers knowing there was future growth? Is there any
plans to build new schools to add over population? Please clarify addresses
included/excluded in the proposal for Aldsworth Crescent.

Vincent Massey PS

Why was the current area selected to be relocated where there are areas
farther from the school in the new subdivision that could be considered?

Why not send new build area to a different school as they haven’t been at VMPS
for the same amount of time or in some cases the houses are not complete.

Vincent Massey PS

| will not have my kids bused almost 5kms passing 3 other better schools;
Concerns of kiss and ride but my kids take bus; This proposed change will trigger
their anxiety and affect their mental health; Send new development, they have
no connections; This impacts my family for the following reasons: 1) Children
going to school for 7 years and have strong foundations at school (peers and
staff) 2) Negative impact on them - anxiety and depression that will affect health
and grades. 3) finding extended hours child care difficult 3) We don’t use kiss
and ride, we are the problem. 4) Move area south of Fleetwood, they are the
last in and are still moving in they are closer to Forest View PS and GBAPS, this
area has no foundation at VMPS; Well being - lack of concern for students you
are proposing to relocate, not address their physical well-being/mental health,
splitting up friendships (students and families); Traffic - proposing to relocate
already bussed students who are not contributing to traffic problems, move
walkers; New enrolment - new builds south of Adelaide and Fleetwood should
move - go to Forest View PS/GBAPS; Communication - DDSB communication
about proposal boundary change is insufficient, one weeks notice of webinar
and no notice to pre-schoolers; Portable availability - confirmed portables can
bee ready in 10 weeks once an order is placed, question the report on stats for
portables required; Property owners - change negatively impacts our property
values due to distance to travel to GBAPS.
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Summarized Concerns

Vincent Massey PS

Consider relocating students from south east section of VMPS to Forest View PS;
Those homes are same distance from Forest View PS and VMPS. Attached an
updated to the community petition urging people to sign the petition to
reconsider boundary change for VMPS listing negative impact on student mental
health/physical well-being and academic achievement, occupant rates post
boundary move, traffic issue is not bussed students and negative impact of
these families property values; we have proposed new development be located
to GBAPS or Forest View PS; send kids west of Harmony to GBAPS; shift out of
areas to other schools; | am shocked these students were even accepted at
VMPS given the capacity issues since 2019; massive oversight; urge Trustees to
visit our area and see that it is not in “close proximity” to GBAPS; why are DDSB
employees replying to concerns parents; area Trustees award of MAJOR school
issues at GBAPS: instability, staff turnover, extreme bullying violence and
duress; proposal does not address law of parking or additional traffic for GBAPS.

Vincent Massey PS

Consider relocating students from south east section of VMPS to Forest View
PS;Those homes are same distance from Forest View PS and VMPS. Attached an
updated to the community petition urging people to sign the petition to
reconsider boundary change for VMPS listing negative impact on student mental
health/physical well being and academic achievement, occupant rates post
boundary move, traffic issue is not bussed students and negative impact of
these families property values; we have proposed new development be located
to GBAPS or Forest View PS; send kids west of Harmony to GBAPS; shift out of
areas to other schools; | am shocked these students were even accepted at
VMPS given the capacity issues since 2019; massive oversight; urge Trustees to
visit our area and see that it is not in “close proximity” to GBAPS; why are DDSB
employees replying to concerns parents; area Trustees award of MAJOR school
issues at GBAPS: instability, staff turnover, extreme bullying violence and
duress; proposal does not address law of parking or additional traffic for GBAPS.

Vincent Massey PS

This proposed boundary displaces my child further away from home and B&A
care in a home daycare; also longer bus ride for young child; other schools close
that could accommodate some students from VMPS.

Vincent Massey PS

Child has been in VMPS from JK to Grade 6; they want to finish at VMPS. Provide
legacy plan to allow current students to remain: Send other side of Fleetwood
(new homes) to other school.

Vincent Massey PS

We moved to the neighbourhood for VMPS and it's B&A school program; My
child on the waitlist a year before for B & A program, which other school doesn't
provide; Where am | supposed to find the B&A care for my child in such a short
time where the the waitlist are long enough; Why can't newly built
neighbourhood houses attend the new school vs the existing community
children.
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Summarized Concerns

Vincent Massey PS

| am a part of the community being removed from the VMPS community and
relocated to GBAPS;We are in the centre of a neighbourhood with no direct
route to GBPS; Look into other options that make more sense in regards to
traffic and driving routes such as the neighbourhood just south of VMPS since
they have direct access to Harmony Rd without causing greater traffic delays
since harmony is a major street. It’s about time to consider expanding the
Vincent Massey school, adding a second floor.

Vincent Massey PS

We live on Autumnwood Trail are we affected by the proposed change in
boundary?

Vincent Massey PS

Child in Grade 2 at VMPS; been at school since JK and enrolled in B&A school care.
Difficult to find child care, especially for PM; Child has anxiety/average students; this
change will impact our entire family, we are stressed and concerned about our
health and well being; don’t punish families for poor decision making; one parent
cannot quit job to accommodate lack of child care available.

Vincent Massey PS

Two children, one will graduate from VMPS the other will be separate from
friends/staff that they’ve knows since JK; Moved here 13 years ago; new
development at Fleetwood, south of Eldorado should be relocated as it is creating
the enrolment pressures at VMPS. Proposal is not fair. Newer development should
move first. Our neighbourhood should not be sacrificed to solve problem we didn’t
create.

Well being - lack of concern for students you are proposing to relocate, not address
their physical well-being/mental health, splitting up friendships (students and
families); Traffic - proposing to relocate already bussed students who are not
contributing to traffic problems, move walkers; New enrolment - new builds south
of Adelaide and Fleetwood should move - go to Forest View PS/GBAPS;
Communication - DDSB communication about proposal boundary change is
insufficient, one weeks notice of webinar and no notice to pre-schoolers; Portable
availability - confirmed portables can bee ready in 10 weeks once an order is placed,
question the report on stats for portables required; Property owners - change
negatively impacts our property values due to distance to travel to GBAPS.

Well being - lack of concern for students you are proposing to relocate, not address
their physical well-being/mental health, splitting up friendships (students and
families); Traffic - proposing to relocate already bussed students who are not
contributing to traffic problems, move walkers; New enrolment - new builds south
of Adelaide and Fleetwood should move - go to Forest View PS/GBAPS;
Communication - DDSB communication about proposal boundary change is
insufficient, one weeks notice of webinar and no notice to pre-schoolers; Portable
availability - confirmed portables can bee ready in 10 weeks once an order is placed,
guestion the report on stats for portables required; Property owners - change
negatively impacts our property values due to distance to travel to GBAPS.
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School

Summarized Concerns

Well being - lack of concern for students you are proposing to relocate, not address
their physical well-being/mental health, splitting up friendships (students and
families); Traffic - proposing to relocate already bussed students who are not
contributing to traffic problems, move walkers; New enrolment - new builds south
of Adelaide and Fleetwood should move - go to Forest View PS/GBAPS;
Communication - DDSB communication about proposal boundary change is
insufficient, one weeks notice of webinar and no notice to pre-schoolers; Portable
availability - confirmed portables can bee ready in 10 weeks once an order is placed,
question the report on stats for portables required; Property owners - change
negatively impacts our property values due to distance to travel to GBAPS.

Vincent Massey PS

All but one of my child’s friends live in new proposed boundary area, you are
ripping her away from everything she know and forced to make new friends; My
child is already dealing with anxiety. We aren’t the traffic issue as child gets
bussed.; Use some of DDSB’s $59 million in cash to build a second level on VMPS
and neighbouring schools to relieve overcrowding or reroute new registrations
to Forest View PS or GBAPS. Well being - lack of concern for students you are
proposing to relocate, not address their physical well-being/mental health,
splitting up friendships (students and families); Traffic - proposing to relocate
already bussed students who are not contributing to traffic problems, move
walkers; New enrolment - new builds south of Adelaide and Fleetwood should
move - go to Forest View PS/GBAP; Communication - DDSB communication
about proposal boundary change is insufficient, one weeks notice of webinar
and no notice to pre-schoolers; Portable availability - confirmed portables can
bee ready in 10 weeks once an order is placed, question the report on stats for
portables required. Property owners - change negatively impacts our property
values due to distance to travel to GBAPS.

Well being - lack of concern for students you are proposing to relocate, not address
their physical well-being/mental health, splitting up friendships (students and
families); Traffic - proposing to relocate already bussed students who are not
contributing to traffic problems, move walkers; New enrolment - new builds south
of Adelaide and Fleetwood should move - go to Forest View PS/GBAPS;
Communication - DDSB communication about proposal boundary change is
insufficient, one weeks notice of webinar and no notice to pre-schoolers; Portable
availability - confirmed portables can bee ready in 10 weeks once an order is placed,
question the report on stats for portables required; Property owners - change
negatively impacts our property values due to distance to travel to GBAPS.

Well being - lack of concern for students you are proposing to relocate, not address
their physical well-being/mental health, splitting up friendships (students and
families); Traffic - proposing to relocate already bussed students who are not
contributing to traffic problems, move walkers; New enrolment - new builds south
of Adelaide and Fleetwood should move - go to Forest View PS/GBAPS;
Communication - DDSB communication about proposal boundary change is
insufficient, one weeks notice of webinar and no notice to pre-schoolers; Portable
availability - confirmed portables can bee ready in 10 weeks once an order is placed,
guestion the report on stats for portables required; Property owners - change
negatively impacts our property values due to distance to travel to GBAPS; can you
breakdown math used to determine portables required at VMPS; current enrolment
updated between webinar #1 and #2 but no other numbers adjusted.
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Summarized Concerns

Vincent Massey PS

Look at alternative solutions and relocate newer communities that would not have
formed friendships and built foundations, therefore less impacted; Well being - lack
of concern for students you are proposing to relocate, not address their physical
well-being/mental health, splitting up friendships (students and families); Traffic -
proposing to relocate already bussed students who are not contributing to traffic
problems, move walkers; New enrolment - new builds south of Adelaide and
Fleetwood should move - go to Forest View PS/GBAPS; Communication - DDSB
communication about proposal boundary change is insufficient, one weeks notice of
webinar and no notice to pre-schoolers; Portable availability - confirmed portables
can bee ready in 10 weeks once an order is placed, question the report on stats for
portables required; Property owners - change negatively impacts our property
values due to distance to travel to GBAPS; Children have attended VPS for 9 years;
Under the proposal will be sent to separate school creating child care challenges;
Limited child care opens in GBA PS area; Children will also be sent to different
Secondary schools than their peers;| missed the webinar last night but i had a couple
guestions;

What alternative solutions are being considered by the board;

Would it not make more sense to move newer students to these other schools?

Well being - lack of concern for students you are proposing to relocate, not address
their physical well-being/mental health, splitting up friendships (students and
families); Traffic - proposing to relocate already bussed students who are not
contributing to traffic problems, move walkers; New enrolment - new builds south
of Adelaide and Fleetwood should move - go to Forest View PS/GBAPS;
Communication - DDSB communication about proposal boundary change is
insufficient, one weeks notice of webinar and no notice to pre-schoolers; Portable
availability - confirmed portables can bee ready in 10 weeks once an order is placed,
guestion the report on stats for portables required; Property owners - change
negatively impacts our property values due to distance to travel to GBAPS.

Vincent Massey PS

Directly affected by proposal as live in section being considered to move to
GBAPS; We use B&A at VMPS and will have to scramble to look for care for our
children; Unfair to us as been part of this community for 5 years; Either allow
those in Child Care to stay at VMPS or open a Child Care at GBAPS; Alternatively
new students go to GBAPS.

Vincent Massey PS

Their lives have already been in disarray with covid and lack of consistent
socialization via program delivery; They have strong relationships within this
community and deserve to remain at VMPS; It will split up relationships my kids
have formed; Our children attend B&A school care at VMPS; This is extremely
difficult to find, there is nothing available if our children are relocated; | would
need to take a part time leave from my job if this is the case affecting our
families financial and mental health; This also affects the market value of our
home; They’d be bussed over 4km to a school that do not share our socio-
economic similarities. We aren’t causing the traffic concerns as we dropped off
early and pick up late since we utilize the Child Care.




$DDSB

Ignite Learning

126

VMPS Boundary Review, Email Summary -- Appendix C3

School

Summarized Concerns

Vincent Massey PS

Too many portables at VMPS, my child in a portable feels like they don’t belong
to the school community; Not acceptable to have 12 portables at a school, with
16 projected for next year, that is an equivalent MRC of most schools, PE
Trudeau PS has another 200 (8 portables); DDSB wants to send kids to GBAPS
that is already at 100% utilization; Need to build a new school in the Eastdale
neighbourhood. How can a 400 pupil place school serve 600-700 students. What
are the impacts on the school facilities, functions at the school and for the
children attending the school; Need to survey to see impact of kids studying in
portables; VMPS is located in a sought after community in Oshawa, 87% own
their home and median age is 40. Find a long term solution and build a new
school in the neighbourhood.

Vincent Massey PS

Have 2 children attending VMPS and a third attending in the future; We are
against this proposal; The news has already impacted my children mentally;
Reroute the new community on the south side of Fleetwood to Forest View PS,
we heard they have a lot of space; Why are old students affected.

Vincent Massey PS

The proposal lacks merit and concerned about DDSB’s long-term plan to manage
populations shifts; Children already dealt with disruption during pandemic
which has had a significant impact; This movement of students will set students
back further, affecting them negatively (academically, psychologically and
socially); Drama, loss of friends creates anxiety; Lived in the community for
many years and chose our home based on resources, community and supports;
Traffic at the school is a concern; Our children attend B&A care at the school so
we can get to work; This is a concern for us if boundary changes; It will be a
struggle to find alternative child care if the boundary changes resulting in my
wife having to work part time; No confirmation of child care at GBAPS is a great
concern; New development areas should be rerouted to another school as they
are new to the system and would have minimal impact to their household.
There are also many multi-unit and multi generational homes that DDSB has not
appropriately considered, through poor planning; Oshawa is among highest
taxes, why are there not enough funds to property fund sustained schools; Look
at alternatives for replacement of traditional portables; | have reached out to
several suppliers of portables (of various construction) and they can be ready
within 6 months; Alternatives to consider: 1.halt the current enrolment, new
students sent to an alternative school. 2. Use municipal bussing idea of
collection by zone and drop off to various schools, will require additional busing.
3. Option for volunteer displacement of students. 4. Alternative learning
strategies - shift schools, online learning modules. 5. New community sent to
other schools, with minimal impact to their children ask they have no
established connection to VMPS.
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VMPS Boundary Review, Email Summary -- Appendix C3

School

Summarized Concerns

Vincent Massey PS

Lived in the community for 9 years and children have friendships and bonds with
peers/teachers; Negative impact on children’s health and grades, this is not fair;
Well being - lack of concern for students you are proposing to relocate, not address
their physical well-being/mental health, splitting up friendships (students and
families); Traffic - proposing to relocate already bussed students who are not
contributing to traffic problems, move walkers; New enrolment - new builds south
of Adelaide and Fleetwood should move - go to Forest View PS/GBAPS;
Communication - DDSB communication about proposal boundary change is
insufficient, one weeks notice of webinar and no notice to pre-schoolers; Portable
availability - confirmed portables can bee ready in 10 weeks once an order is placed,
question the report on stats for portables required; Property owners - change
negatively impacts our property values due to distance to travel to GBAPS.

Vincent Massey PS

My child has attended VMPS for 8 years and is intrenched in the community; If
proposal goes through he will not be able to go to high school with peers; my
children will be moved to a community they are not part of with a very vastly
different socioeconomic demographic that our children will not assimilate will into;
We understand the need for less pressure at VMPS; We are bussed so not part of
the traffic and safety concerns; Well being - lack of concern for students you are
proposing to relocate, not address their physical well-being/mental health, splitting
up friendships (students and families); Traffic - proposing to relocate already bussed
students who are not contributing to traffic problems, move walkers; New
enrolment - new builds south of Adelaide and Fleetwood should move - go to Forest
View PS/GBAPS; Communication - DDSB communication about proposal boundary
change is insufficient, one weeks notice of webinar and no notice to pre-schoolers;
Portable availability - confirmed portables can bee ready in 10 weeks once an order
is placed, question the report on stats for portables required; Property owners -
change negatively impacts our property values due to distance to travel to GBAPS.
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Vincent Massey PS — Boundary Review — General Comments from the Community Consultation

The following community comments and suggestions did not provide sufficient information for staff to
analyze.

Boundary Change Will Affect Our Property Value.

Staff Analysis/Assessment

No response required.

Insufficient Notice of Webinar and Time to Provide Input

Staff Analysis/Assessment

An information report to commence the boundary process was presented at the December 4, 2023,
Board Meeting. The public consultation commenced December 5, 2023, and was extended through to
January 19, 2024, to provide more than 6 weeks of time to provide input.

A Public Meeting (Webinar) was held on December 12, 2023, and a second Public Meeting (Webinar)
was held on January 17, 2024, to provide information to the community and receive input. Staff
collected community feedback until January 19, 2024, through email, phone and a survey.

Previously closing and consolidating schools was a terrible decision. The remaining schools
now have portables.

Staff Analysis/Assessment

In determining the need for closing and consolidating schools, the DDSB looks at long-term enrolment
and demographics of a community combined with the overall need to repair/renovate aging schools.
With consolidation, new replacement schools were built at a size that reflected the enrolment need at
that time. The redevelopment and relocation of families into existing mature communities, during and
since the pandemic was not foreseen at the rate of occurrence. This is a province-wide trend and not
specific to Oshawa.

General Alternatives to Staff Proposed Boundary

Open Kindergarten Spaces at French Immersion schools to Accommodate additional Students.
Staff Analysis/Assessment

When undertaking a boundary review, all grades are involved in the review to ensure sustainable
enrolment is achieved resulting in a reduction in the enrolment pressure experienced by students
already at the school under review. The French Immersion program starts at Grade 1. There is no
opportunity for French Immersion students to go to their French Immersion school for Kindergarten.

The DDSB is not supportive of splitting families by sending new Kindergarten students to another
school. Busing our youngest and vulnerable students to another school is not preferable and long-term
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Vincent Massey PS — Boundary Review — General Comments from the Community Consultation

does not alleviate enrolment pressures as this option would result in these students returning to VMPS,
their home school, as of Grade 1.

Originally there was a public school site at Kettering Drive and Fleetwood Drive. What is the
status of this site, and could a school be built here to relieve pressures at VMPS?

Staff Analysis/Assessment

DDSB did not purchase the school site near Kettering Drive and Fleetwood Drive. New schools are
typically built to accommodate a sustainable enrolment of more than 600 students. There is not
enough new development in this part of Oshawa that would result in this number of students. As a
result, a business case to the Ministry of Education for new school funding may not be successful.

Build A New School
Staff Analysis/Assessment

New schools are funded by the Ministry of Education. DDSB’s request for funding is based on
sustainable new growth of over 600 students to justify the need to the Ministry of Education. The
Ministry of Education has clear criteria for funding requests including showing evidence that all nearby
schools are fully utilized.

Realignment of attendance boundaries is a way to ensure all schools are being effectively utilized for
pupil accommodation.

In general, new school construction funding approval from the Ministry of Education is not guaranteed
with an initial request. This could take two or three years of re-submitting such an application. Once
approval is received, allowing for municipal approvals, an average elementary school could take 12 to
18 months to construct. This is at least 5 years in total before a new school is realized.

In North Oshawa there is the need and supporting new growth to justify the need for a new school,
however the growth around VMPS and other more centrally located schools is not great enough to
justify and potentially secure funding to build a new school in this area.

Add A Second Floor to VMPS
Staff Analysis/Assessment

VMPS was not designed structurally to accept a second floor. Modifications would be significant and
lengthy, and result in the school population being relocated for the duration of construction. If there
was justification to add classrooms, DDSB would request Ministry funding to add new classrooms
through an addition on the main floor of the school.

Before requesting funding for a new addition, DDSB is required to consider, and implement, where
possible, solutions that efficiently utilize all available school space. A boundary revision is an
immediate solution to address the enrolment pressures, whereas funding for an addition could take
years, if granted at all by the Ministry of Education. The process is similar to that described under the
option to build a new school.
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Vincent Massey PS — Boundary Review — General Comments from the Community Consultation

Does DDSB still own the former Athabasca PS? If so, it could be renovated and re-opened.

Staff Analysis/Assessment
DDSB does not own the former Athabasca PS property.

Send Any Future Students to Gordon B Attersley PS or Forest View PS

Staff Analysis/Assessment

Sending future students residing in the VMPS attendance area to either Gordon B Attersley PS or
Forest View PS would not result in resolving the existing enrolment pressure. This suggestion is broad
and implies that all future students from existing homes and new homes would no longer be considered

part of the VMPS enrolment boundary. The proposal suggests there would be an “alternate” enrolment
boundary within the existing VMPS boundary to address future registrations as of a specific date.

Send Neighbourhood south of VMPS to Gordon B Attersley PS.
Staff Analysis/Assessment

Insufficient detail to develop an analysis of the suggestion
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School Boundaries

To provide a uniform procedure for establishing and adjusting school boundaries.

1.1 New School Boundaries

New school boundaries are established for newly constructed or planned schools. The locations of school sites
are primarily determined at the Municipal Secondary Plan stage by Planning Staff. New school boundaries are
designed to reflect the neighbourhood or community which the school is intended to serve. In a period of
enrolment growth, it is expected that these boundaries will be altered to address growth related issues such
as, accommodation, instruction, transportation.

Where possible, new school boundaries will be based on the following criteria:

(a) municipal, community or neighbourhood boundaries as defined within Official, Secondary or
Community plans;

(b) local restricting parameters;

e major roads, highways,
e rivers,

e rail lines,

e hydro corridors,

e incompatible land uses;

(c) maximizing the walking population to the school;
(d) accommodating both a peak population and a mature population adequately on site.
1.2 Adjustments to Existing School Boundaries
(a) Interim Boundary Adjustments:
(i) Causes: Interim boundary adjustments are considered for a neighbourhood, school or

family of schools in response to a number of problems that can arise:

e areas where no school boundary exists;

e inresponse to enrollment pressures;

e inresponse to facility problems due to site constraints, temporary closure, timing of
construction, damage due to fire or other catastrophes, etc.

(ii) Time: Interim boundary adjustments are temporary and should not be considered for
periods exceeding three years.

Page 1 of 4
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Criteria:

Preferred Alternative - Adjacent School

Where possible, interim school boundaries will take into consideration the nearest adjacent
school that meets the following criteria:

e has available capacity or room for portable classrooms to accommodate students who
are to be displaced;

e provides a similar program for students;

e islocated within the same community or municipality;

e has a walking population component.

Other Alternatives:

Should the nearest adjacent school not meet the above criteria, the two other alternatives
are:

Alternative A: a school within the same municipality which is accessible by public or
Durham District School Board transportation which meets criteria 1. and 2. in section (iii).

Alternative B: a school within The Durham District School Board which meets criteria 1. and
2. in section (iii).

(b) Permanent Boundary Adjustments:

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

Causes: Permanent boundary adjustments are primarily caused by:

Program Adjustments

e  French Immersion or Gifted program relocation or creation;
e JK-6to JK-8, or 7 & 8 to JK-8 school conversion;
e |ocation of new or unique programs within the Board, etc.

School Closure and Consolidation of School Facilities
Relocation of Student Population

e where no community school will be built;

e when interim measures are extended beyond 3 years;

e in conjunction with previous two examples;

e to accommodate changes in facilities that alter school capacity, etc.

Time: Permanent boundary adjustments are considered for a neighbourhood, school or
family of schools when an area is to be affected for a period greater than three years.
Permanent boundary adjustments are major projects requiring extensive research and
consultation and can have a lengthy period of implementation.

Criteria: Where possible, permanent boundary adjustments will be based on the following
criteria:

Page 2 of 4
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e maintaining the educational viability of the program in question;

e school facilities must be adaptable to meet program needs and the anticipated student
population;

e same criteria as listed in Section 1.1 "New School Boundaries" Sections (a) to (d).

Decisions regarding school boundaries ultimately rest with the Board. The consultative process is as follows:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(g)

(h)

As part of the annual meeting between Planning staff and the Area Superintendents, discussions on
the need for a boundary review will occur.

The Planning Department and the appropriate Superintendent will develop a proposal in consultation
with Durham Student Transportation Services. (Financial implications will be included).

The Superintendent(s) of Education/Area, Transportation Department and the Planning Department
will meet with the trustee(s) to discuss the consultative process, review the analysis and plan the public
consultation process.

An Open Session report to Trustees will be presented as information, regarding the commencement
of a boundary review.

The Superintendent(s) of Education/Area will consult with the Principal(s) and School Community
Council chair(s) or Executive(s).

The Superintendent(s) of Education/Area and the appropriate trustee(s) will initiate a public
consultation process, involving a minimum of one Open House, with parents/guardians of students to
be affected and involve the appropriate Principal(s), the School Community Council chair(s) or
executive(s), the Planning Department and Durham Student Transportation Services. Information on
the proposal will be outlined at the Open House and input from parents/guardians will be received.

Based on staff expertise and past practice, it may be determined that a subsequent Open House is
required within the process to provide additional information (ie boundary revision based on
community feedback, survey results) or to create a community consultation process regarding possible
transition plans.

A dedicated email address and phone line will be set up to gather input, from the time the community
are informed of the consultation process, to when an approval has occurred.

An administrative report will be prepared by the Superintendent(s) of Education/Area in consultation
with the Planning Department and Durham Student Transportation Services and presented to
Administrative Council. This report will go to the Board for final approval.

Details of the new or revised school boundaries and implementation will be communicated in writing
by the Superintendent(s) of Education/Area to the school community.

Where possible, finalized details of new or adjusted boundaries will be determined and announced no later
than the release of the Official Enrollment Projections proceeding the school year in which the boundaries are
to be enforced or phased in. This time frame allows for sufficient advance notice to parents, students, trustees,
school and administrative staff.
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DURHAM DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

REPORT TO: Durham District School Board DATE: February 20, 2024
SUBJECT: School Year Calendars 2024-2025 PAGE: 10of 7
ORIGIN: Camille Williams-Taylor, Director of Education and Secretary to the Board

1.0

2.0

David Wright, Associate Director, Corporate Services

Jim Markovski, Associate Director, Equitable Education

Jeff Maharaj, System Lead, Equitable Education, Family of Schools
and School Operations

Purpose

The purpose of this report is to seek approval of the 2024-2025 School Year Calendars:

Elementary Regular

Secondary Regular

Elementary Modified (C.E. Broughton Public School, Winchester Public School)
Secondary Modified (Brock High School, Henry Street High School, Maxwell Heights
Secondary School)

Background

The Durham District School Board recognizes Indigenous rights are distinct. In the exercise of
those rights, Indigenous staff and students shall not be subjected to actions with the aim or effect
of depriving these distinct rights.

The Durham District School Board is committed to learning and working environments that centre
human rights and equity and are safe, welcoming, respectful, equitable, accessible, inclusive and
free from discrimination.

Regulation 304 of the Education Act requires school boards to annually submit proposed school
year calendars to the Ministry of Education for approval. The Durham District School Board
(DDSB) has schools operating on one of four school calendars: Elementary Regular, Secondary
Regular, Elementary Modified (C.E. Broughton Public School, Winchester Public School) and
Secondary Modified (Brock High School, Henry Street High School, Maxwell Heights Secondary
School).

In accordance with Regulation 304, a regular school year is the period between September 1 and
June 30. The school year shall include a minimum of 194 school days of which three days must
be designated as professional development/activity (PA) days that are devoted to specific
provincial education priorities. School boards may designate up to four days as board-designated
PA days. The remaining school days shall be instructional days. A school board may designate
up to 10 instructional days as examination days for secondary schools.

In addition to the requirements set out in Regulation 304, Professional Development days within
the school year calendar are placed to align with the requirements of collective agreements.
Specifically, these are intended to support the cycles of teaching and learning that take place
throughout the school year, including but not limited to:
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e Preparing and collaboratively planning for the school year.
e Professional learning.
e Staff engagement and team building.

Professional Development days need to align with key dates within semesters to build in time for
assessments and exams prior to developing progress, mid-term, and final report cards, and to
conduct parent/guardian and teacher interviews.

For the 2024-2025 school year, the DDSB engaged in an expanded consultation process and has
developed the aforementioned calendars for Ministry approval. The consultation process involved
sharing the proposed calendars with community partners and members using an online survey
tool. The following captures the key groups that were engaged in collaborative consultations:

¢ Individual schools (both in-person and DDSB@home) shared the applicable calendar and

consultation tool with their respective School Community Council, parent/guardian groups,

and school staff;

Student Senate;

All employee groups (including CUPE, DSAA, DESA, ETFO, OPC, OSSTF, and MPA);

Employee Affinity groups;

DDSB Parent Involvement Committee (PIC) and the Special Education Advisory Committee

(SEAC);

¢ DCDSB (to attempt to align calendars and PA/PD/Board Designated Holiday days as closely
as possible to optimize transportation and minimize related costs).

Input from the online survey tool was used to ensure that all four proposed calendars best meet
the needs and preferences of the respective community groups.

The DDSB acknowledges that school year calendars perpetuate dominant narratives and
perspectives, which reflect the Gregorian (solar) calendar; and national and provincial statutory
holidays, which include some days of significance for Christian people’. School year calendars?
can therefore create barriers for, and have a negative effect on, DDSB community members who
may require time away from school or work to observe days of religious, spiritual, or cultural
significance that fall on instructional days.

' The Ontario Human Rights Commission’s Policy on preventing discrimination based on creed states
that “work and service schedules in Ontario have traditionally been structured around a Christian
calendar. Many creeds require their members to engage in specific acts of worship and celebration at
particular times of the [...] year. When these observances do not coincide with existing work or service
schedules [...] and statutory holidays, people may be adversely affected. Organizations have a duty to
accommodate sincerely held creed observances to the point of undue hardship, including by providing
time off for religious holidays, leaves, [...] and observances.”

2 This also applies to modified calendars, which are an effort to move away from typical school year
schedules to better support families’ changing needs, circumstances, and preferences. It is important to
note that for modified calendars, the District must also factor in statutory holidays, requirements set out
in Regulations, and other considerations outlined in this report.
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Given the DDSB’s commitments to upholding Indigenous rights and human rights, District staff
closely examined historical and ongoing practices for potential inequitable barriers that may
negatively impact the diverse communities the District serves. The DDSB has responsibilities
under the Ontario Human Rights Code to identify, prevent and address potential discriminatory
barriers, and to meet its legal duty to accommodate Human Rights Code-related needs (including
needs based on the protected grounds of creed/religion and ancestry).

Analysis
3.1 Consultation Process for 2024-2025 School Year Calendar

This year, we expanded our consultation process to include feedback from our community and
partners and groups (as outlined above). We attempted to align our calendar with the Durham
Catholic Board of Education as we are partners in a consortium that facilitates the sharing of
student transportation. Any deviation from shared transportation costs with the DCDSB incurs a
cost of $175,000 per day in additional charges to the DDSB.

Community consultation took place from January 22, 2024 to February 2, 2024. Community
partners and groups were sent a Google Form requesting feedback on the 4 proposed calendars.
Over 1,123 responses were submitted. The results of the community consultation were used to
help finalize the calendar, including the recommended placement of Professional Development
days, within the limitations described above. The majority of responses (87%) were in favour of
the proposed calendars. However, based on feedback received, some community
members/groups requested that the DDSB explore placing some professional activity days on
specific days to remove some barriers for families who observe certain dates of religious
significance.

Therefore, based on community input following the initial consultation and within the limitations
described above, two PA days are placed to coincide with dates of religious significance:
November 1 (Diwali) and March 31 (Eid).

It is important to note the following:

o These dates were selected for PA days in an effort to respond to community feedback.

o Because we have a limited number of PA days to assign each year, we cannot place PA
days on all dates of significance for DDSB communities.

o The placement of PA days on a date of religious significance for one faith community(-ies)
should not be interpreted as privileging (or disadvantaging) one religious/faith group(s)
over another.

e School year calendars are developed annually, shared for community feedback every
year, and are each assessed against the requirements and limitations set out above.

o As school start dates vary from year to year, which in turn affect the teaching and learning
schedule/cycle, DDSB may not be able to consistently set PA days on the same date(s)
each year, nor can we commit to annually placing PA days on the same or other specific
dates of religious significance (which also change every year), going forward.

In addition, the DDSB will continue to:

o Work within the parameters and limitations, and where we do have some flexibility, set
PA dates based on community feedback; and
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e Design classroom and school practices and events inclusively to mitigate potential
barriers for community members who wish to observe dates of religious significance, in
keeping with the DDSB’s Human Rights, Anti-Discrimination and Anti-Racism Policy, the
Human Rights Inclusive Design and Accommodation Procedure, and the Guidelines and
Procedures for the Accommodation of Creed in Schools: An Inclusive Design Approach.

We recognize that educational staff who observe Diwali and Eid may not be able to participate in
PA day activities planned for these dates next year. We will work with employee groups to explore
alternative ways for staff to access important professional learning activities.

3.2 Dates of Significance Resource Tool

A Dates of Significance Resource Tool will be developed and shared at the beginning of each
year and will be made available to staff and families to supplement current practices, support
inclusive design, and inform decision-making. This resource tool is expected to help apply the
existing policy, procedure, guideline, and dates of significance calendar more consistently across
the system.

3.3 Proposed 2024-2025 School Year Calendars (see Appendices A - D)
Elementary Regular

PA Day prior to the Labour Day weekend Thursday, August 29, 2024
Friday, August 30, 2024 is a Board Holiday

Students begin classes on Tuesday, September 3, 2024

PA Day on Friday, November 1, 2024

PA Day Friday, November 15, 2024

PA Day Friday, January 24, 2025

Friday, March 7, 2025, is a Board Holiday

PA Day Monday, March 31, 2025

PA Day Friday, June 6, 2025

PA day Friday, June 27, 2025

Elementary Modified

Students begin classes on Tuesday, August 6, 2024

PA Day prior to the Labour Day weekend Thursday, August 29, 2024
Friday, August 30, 2024 is a Board Holiday

PA Day Friday, November 1, 2024

PA Day Friday, November 15, 2024

PA Day Friday, January 24, 2025

PA Day Monday, March 31, 2025

PA Day Friday, June 6, 2025

PA Day Friday, June 27, 2025
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Secondary Regular

PA Day prior to the Labour Day weekend Thursday, August 29, 2024
Friday, August 30, 2024 is a Board Holiday

Students begin classes on Tuesday, September 3, 2024

PA Day Friday, November 1, 2024

PA Day Friday, November 15, 2024

PA Day Friday, February 14, 2025

Friday, March 7 is a Board Holiday

PA Day Monday, March 31, 2025

Two PA Days Thursday, June 26 and Friday, June 27, 2025

Secondary Modified

Students begin classes on Thursday, August 22, 2024

PA Day prior to the Labour Day weekend Thursday, August 29, 2024
Friday, August 30 is a Board Holiday

PA Day Friday, November 1, 2024

PA Day Friday, November 15, 2024

PA Day Friday, February 14, 2025

Friday, March 7, 2025 is a Board Holiday

PA Day Monday, March 31, 2025

Two PA Days Thursday, June 26 and Friday, June 27, 2025

All proposed School Year Calendars for 2024-2025 meet the requirements of 187 instructional
days, 4 school-designated PA Days, and 3 provincial priority days, for a total of 194 school days.

Placement of PA Days

Elementary Secondary Elementary Secondary
Regular Regular Modified Modified
Aug 29, 2024 Aug 29, 2024 | Aug 29, 2024 Aug 29, 2024
Nov 1, 2024 Nov 1, 2024 Nov 1, 2024 Nov 1, 2024
Nov 15, 2024 Nov 15,2024 | Nov 15, 2024 Nov 15, 2024
Jan 24, 2025 Feb 14,2025 | Jan 24, 2025 Feb 14, 2025
Mar 31, 2025 Mar 31,2025 | Mar 31, 2025 Mar 31, 2025
Jun 6, 2025 Jun 26, 2025 Jun 6, 2025 Jun 26, 2025
Jun 27, 2025 Jun 27,2025 | Jun 27,2025 Jun 27, 2025
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Start of the Elementary Modified School Year

In keeping with past practice, the administration, staff, and School Community Council (SCC) of
both C.E. Broughton Public School and Winchester Public School recommend that the modified
school year start the week after the August Civic holiday.

Placement of the Midterm Break for the Modified Secondary Calendar

There is support from the administration, staff, and School Community Council (SCC) of all three
modified secondary schools (Brock High School, Henry Street High School and Maxwell Heights
Secondary School) to place the midterm break from November 4 to November 8, 2024.

Financial Implications

The DDSB works in partnership with the DCDSB to align PA Days to minimize transportation
costs where there are possible financial implications.

Evidence of impact

The school year calendar, developed through a comprehensive and collaborative process, will
maximize the efficacy of the 2024-2025 school year for all community members.

Communication Plan

Following Board approval, the 2024-2025 school year calendars are submitted electronically to
the Ministry of Education through the Ontario School Year Calendar website. Upon approval by
the Ministry, the calendars are disseminated to the schools and the system for use in planning
and preparation.

Conclusion and/or Recommendations

It is recommended that the proposed 2024-2025 School Year Calendars be approved
(Appendices A-D). The 2024-2025 School Year Calendars will then be forwarded to the Ministry
of Education ensuring that the Durham District School Board is compliant with requirements
outlined in Regulation 304.

Appendices
Appendix A: Proposed Regular School Year Calendar for elementary schools
Appendix B: Proposed Regular School Year Calendar for secondary schools

Appendix C: Proposed Modified School Year Calendar for C.E. Broughton Public School and
Winchester Public School

Appendix D: Proposed Modified School Year Calendar for Brock High School, Henry Street
High School and Maxwell Heights Secondary School
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Report reviewed and submitted by:

Ced L

Camille Williams-Taylor, Director of Education and Secretary to the Board

David Wright, ﬁso idte Director, Corporate Services and Treasurer of the Board

y

Jith Markoy#ki, Associate Director, Equitable Education
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DURHAM DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS - REGULAR SCHOOL YEAR CALENDAR, 2024-25
First Day of Classes — Tuesday, September 3, 2024

Legend: B - Board Designated Holiday H — Statutory School Holiday P — Professional Activity Day P* -- Prov Priority Day

Number of | Number of
Pro & ‘ 1st Week 2nd Week 3rd Week 4th Week 5th Week
Provincial | Instructional
aye pays [M|T|W|T|F|m|[T|Ww|[T|[F|M|[T|W|T|F|mMm|T|W|[T|[F|M|T|W]|T]|F
1 2 5 6 7 8 9 12 | 13 | 14 | 15 | 16 | 19 | 20 | 21 | 22 | 23 | 26 | 27 | 28 | 29 | 30
August 1 0 P (B
2 3 4 5 6 9 10 | 11 12 | 13 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 23 | 24 | 25 | 26 | 27 | 30
September 20 H 1 2 31415 1 2 314 5 1 2 3] 4 5 1 2 31 4 5
1 2 3 4 7 8 9 10 | 11 14 | 15 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 21 | 22 | 23 | 24 | 25 | 28 | 29 | 30 | 31
October 22 1 21314511234 |H|[5]|12]3[4]5]|1 213141151 2
1 4 5 6 1 12 | 13 | 14 | 15 ([ 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 22 | 25 | 26 | 27 | 28 | 29
November 2 19 P|3]|4]5 1 213 [4]|5 1 P|2]3]4]5 1 213451
4 5 6 9 10 | 11 122 | 13 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 23 | 24 | 25 | 26 | 27 | 30 | 31
December 15 213 |4 5 1 213|415 1 213|415 1 B|B|B|B|B|B|B
1 2 3 6 10 | 13 | 14 | 15 [ 16 | 17 | 20 | 21 22 | 23 | 24 | 27 | 28 | 29 | 30 | 31
January 1 19 B|B|[B]| 2 314 5 1 2 314 511 2 314 5P 1 2 314165
3 4 5 6 7 10 | 11 12 | 13 | 14 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 | 24 | 25 | 26 | 27 | 28
February 19 1 21314512345 |H|1|2345[1]2]3]4
3 4 5 6 7 10 | 11 12 | 13 | 14 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 | 24 | 25 | 26 | 27 | 28 | 31
March 1 14 511 213|B{B|B|B|B|B|4(5]|12]3[4]5]|1 213 1|P
1 2 3 4 7 8 9 10 | 11 14 | 15 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 21 | 22 | 23 | 24 | 25 | 28 | 29 | 30
April 20 4 511 2134151123145 1(H]JH|[2]3|4]5|1]2]3
1 2 5 6 7 8 9 12 |13 |14 | 15 [ 16 | 19 | 20 | 21 22 | 23 | 26 | 27 | 28 | 29 | 30
May 21 4 1511231451234 ]|5|H]|1|2]3[4]5]|1 21314
3 5 6 9 10 | 11 122 | 13 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 23 | 24 | 25 | 26 | 27 | 30
June 2 18 51 1 213 (P45 12345123451 2|1 P | B
Total 7 187
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DURHAM DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD

SECONDARY SCHOOLS - REGULAR SCHOOL YEAR CALENDAR, 2024-25
First Day of Classes — Tuesday, September 3, 2024

Legend: B - Board Designated Holiday H — Statutory School Holiday P — Professional Activity Day P* -- Prov Priority Day

Number of | Number of
Pro & _ 1st Week 2nd Week 3rd Week 4th Week 5th Week
Provincial | Instructional
oaye pas |[M|T|W|T|[F|m|T|Ww|[T|F|M|[T|W|T|F|M|T|W]|T|F|M|T|W|T]|F
5 6 7 8 9 12 | 13 |14 | 15 | 16 | 19 | 20 21 22 | 23 | 26 | 27 28 29 | 30
August 1 H P (B
2 3 4 5 6 9 10 | 11 12 | 13 | 16 | 17 | 18 [ 19 | 20 | 23 | 24 | 25 26 | 27 | 30
September 20 H | X
1 2 3 4 7 8 9 10 | 11 14 | 15 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 21 | 22 23 24 | 25 | 28 | 29 30 31
October 22 H
1 4 5 6 7 8 11 12 | 13 | 14 | 15 | 18 | 19 20 21 22 | 25 | 26 27 28 | 29
November 2 19 P P
2 3 4 5 6 9 10 | 11 12 (13 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 23 | 24 25 26 | 27 | 30 | 31
December 15 B|B|B|B|(B|B|B
1 2 3 6 7 8 9 10 (13 | 14 | 15 | 16 | 17 | 20 | 21 22 23 | 24 | 27 | 28 29 30 | 31
January 15 B| B |B S S|S|S]|S|[CC]|SsS2
3 4 5 6 7 10 | 11 12 | 13 | 14 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 | 24 | 25 | 26 27 | 28
February 1 18 P | H
3 4 5 6 7 10 | 11 12 | 13 | 14 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 | 24 | 25 | 26 27 | 28 | 31
March 1 14 B|B|(B|B|B|B P
1 2 3 4 7 8 9 10 | 11 14 | 15 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 21 | 22 23 24 | 25 | 28 | 29 30
April 20 H|H
1 2 5 6 7 8 9 12 | 13 | 14 | 15 | 16 | 19 | 20 21 22 | 23 | 26 | 27 28 29 | 30
May 21 H
2 3 4 5 6 9 10 | 11 12 (13 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 23 | 24 25 26 | 27 | 30
June 2 13 Ss|Ss|s|[s|s|cC|P|P|B
Total 7 177
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DURHAM DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS — MODIFIED SCHOOL YEAR CALENDAR, 2024-25
First Day of Classes — Tuesday, August 6, 2024

Legend: B - Board Designated Holiday H — Statutory School Holiday P — Professional Activity Day P* -- Prov Priority Day

Number of Number of
Pro & ‘ 1st Week 2nd Week 3rd Week 4th Week 5th Week
Provincial Instructional
aye pays [M|T|W|T|[F[m|T|W|[T|F|m|T|W|[T|[F[M|[T|W|T|F|M|[T|W]|T|F
1 2 5 6 7 8 9 12 | 13 | 14 | 15| 16 | 19 | 20 | 21 22 | 23 | 26 | 27 | 28 | 29 | 30
August 1 17 H| 4| 5 1 213 ([4]5 1 213|451 2134 5|P|B
2 3 4 5 6 9 10 | 11 12 | 13 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 23 | 24 | 25 | 26 | 27 | 30
September 20 H 1 2 314165 1 2 314 5 1 2 314 5 1 2 3] 4 5
1 2 3 4 7 8 9 10 | 11 14 | 15 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 21 22 | 23 | 24 | 25 | 28 | 29 | 30 | 31
October 13 1 2 31415 1 2134 )1H|(B|B|(B|B|B|B|B|B|B]|4]|5]1 2
1 4 5 6 1 12 13 14 15 18 19 | 20 | 21 22 | 25 | 26 | 27 | 28 | 29
November 2 19 P| 3|4 5 1 2 314 5 1 P| 2 3] 4 5 1 2 3] 4 5 1
4 5 6 9 10 1 12 13 16 17 18 19 | 20 | 23 | 24 | 25 | 26 | 27 30 31
December 15 2 3| 4 5 1 2 314 5 1 2 314 5 1 B(B|B|(B|B|B]|B
1 2 3 6 10 13 14 15 16 17 | 20 | 21 22 | 23 | 24 | 27 | 28 | 29 30 | 31
January 1 19 B|B|[B| 2 314 5 1 2 314 511 2 314 5]1P 1 2 314165
3 4 5 6 7 10 | 11 12 | 13 | 14 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 24 | 25 | 26 | 27 | 28
February 19 1 2134 |51 21345 |H|1 213|415 |1 2 13| 4
3 4 5 6 7 10 | 11 12 | 13 | 14 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 24 | 25 | 26 | 27 | 28 | 31
March 1 10 B [B B|B|(B|B|[B|[B|B|B|4]|S5 1 2131415 |1 21 3| P
1 2 3 4 7 8 9 10 | 11 14 | 15 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 21 22 | 23 | 24 | 25 | 28 | 29 | 30
April 20 415 1 213145 1 213415 1 H{H]| 2|3 ]|4]|5]1 213
1 2 5 6 7 8 9 12 13 14 | 15 16 19 | 20 | 21 22 | 23 | 26 | 27 | 28 | 29 | 30
May 17 4 [ 5] 1 2 13([4]5 1 B|B|B|B|H]|1 213|415 |1 213 |4
3 5 6 9 10 1 12 13 16 17 18 19 | 20 | 23 | 24 | 25 | 26 | 27 30
June 2 18 5 1 2 3|P| 45 1 2134|656 1 2 13[4 5|1 2| P | B
Total 7 187
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DURHAM DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD

SECONDARY SCHOOLS - MODIFIED SCHOOL YEAR CALENDAR, 2024-25
First Day of Classes — Thursday August 22"°, 2024

Legend: B - Board Designated Holiday H — Statutory School Holiday P — Professional Activity Day P* -- Prov Priority Day

Number of | Number of
Pro & _ 1st Week 2nd Week 3rd Week 4th Week 5th Week
Provincial | Instructional
oaye pas |[M|T|W|T|[F|m|T|Ww|[T|F|M|[T|W|T|F|M|T|W]|T|F|M|T|W|T]|F
5 6 7 8 9 12 | 13 |14 | 15 | 16 | 19 | 20 21 22 | 23 | 26 | 27 28 29 | 30
August 1 5 H X P | B
2 3 4 5 6 9 10 | 11 12 | 13 | 16 | 17 | 18 [ 19 | 20 | 23 | 24 | 25 26 | 27 | 30
September 20 H
1 2 3 4 7 8 9 10 | 11 14 | 15 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 21 | 22 23 24 | 25 | 28 | 29 30 31
October 22 H
1 4 5 6 7 8 11 12 | 13 | 14 | 15 | 18 | 19 20 21 22 | 25 | 26 27 28 | 29
November 2 14 P|B|B|B|B|B P
2 3 4 5 6 9 10 | 11 12 (13 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 23 | 24 25 26 | 27 | 30 | 31
December 15 B|B|B|B|(B|B|B
1 2 3 6 7 8 9 10 (13 | 14 | 15 | 16 | 17 | 20 | 21 22 23 | 24 | 27 | 28 29 30 | 31
January 15 B| B |B S S| S|S|Ss|[CC|Ss2
3 4 5 6 7 10 | 11 12 | 13 | 14 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 | 24 | 25 | 26 27 | 28
February 1 18 P | H
3 4 5 6 7 10 | 11 12 | 13 | 14 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 | 24 | 25 | 26 27 | 28 | 31
March 1 14 B|B|(B|B|B|B P
1 2 3 4 7 8 9 10 | 11 14 | 15 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 21 | 22 23 24 | 25 | 28 | 29 30
April 20 H|H
1 2 5 6 7 8 9 12 | 13 | 14 | 15 | 16 | 19 | 20 21 22 | 23 | 26 | 27 28 29 | 30
May 21 H
2 3 4 5 6 9 10 | 11 12 (13 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 23 | 24 25 26 | 27 | 30
June 2 13 Ss|Ss|s|[s|s|cC|P|P|B
Total 7 177
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$DDSB

Ignite Learning

DURHAM DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD
February 20, 2024
Board Meeting
MOTION

DDSB Support of Toronto Youth Cabinet Statement

MOVED by: Trustee Shailene Panylo
MOTION:

THAT THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES ENDORSE THE TORONTO YOUTH
CABINET'S CALLS FOR A PROVINCE-WIDE SCHOOL BREAKFAST
AND LUNCH PROGRAM, AND THAT THE CHAIR OF THE BOARD
WRITE ALETTER TO THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND OTHER
RELEVANT PARTIES, INCLUDING LOCAL MPPS AND THE TORONTO
YOUTH CABINET, EXPRESSING THE BOARD'S SUPPORT FOR THIS
PROGRAM.

Attachment: Memo 2324:07, Request for DDSB Support of Toronto Youth Cabinet
Statement
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&DDSB

Ignite Learning

To: Trustees Memo: No. 2324:7

From: Camille Williams-Taylor, Director of Education and Secretary to the Board
Robert Cerjanec, Executive Lead, Strategic Initiatives and External Relations

Date: November 2, 2023

RE: Requestfor DDSB Support of Toronto Youth Cabinet Statement

Purpose

The Toronto Youth Cabinet (TYC), the City of Toronto’s official youth advocacy body, has
requested the Durham District School Board (DDSB) endorse their statement to the
Minister of Education recommending the implementation of a Universal Free School
Breakfast and Lunch Program in all Ontario schools (see attached request).

The TYC has also called for the implementation of expanded mental health supports for
students including mandatory mental health literacy in school curriculum, mental health
days, additional mental health staff, culturally appropriate mental health screening, and
expanded collection and reporting of data relating to mental health supports and servicesin
schools.

The TYC has written and advocated on previous topics in the past. Staff have consulted
with Ontario Public School Boards Association (OPSBA) staff who indicated they were not
involved in this request by the TYC. The DDSB is a member of OPSBA who advocates to
the Government of Ontario on matters involving Ontario’s publicly funded school boards.

This memo outlines staff comments on both requests and recommends that the Board of
Trustees endorse the request on school breakfast and lunch programs, but not the request
around expanded mental health supports due to staff concerns and lack of a coordinated
advocacy strategy with OPSBA.

DDSB School Breakfast and Lunch Programs

The DDSB recognizes that food insecurity and inflation is at an all-time high resulting in
significant increases in students attending school breakfast programs. The DDSB currently
has 91 breakfast programs in schools across the District. The Ignite Durham Learning

Memo No. 2324:7, Request for DDSB Support of Toronto Youth Cabinet Statement
Page 10of4
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Foundation (IDLF) has provided $50,000 towards supporting food insecurity in schools and
in student homes.

The IDLF has also reported that many schools have exhausted resources for their
programs resulting in an emergency campaign for school breakfast and snack programs
that delivered 2,431 items to 46 schools. IDLF has already distributed 572 kg of food since
the beginning of the school year (September 2023).

On October 5, 2023, the Government of Ontario approved an additional $5 million for the
Student Nutrition Program and the First Nations Student Nutrition Program, bringing the
total provincial funding this year to $38 million. This funding helps to deliver approximately
90 million meals and snacks to over 600,000 school-aged children and youth in Ontario.

To support the government investment, the province has partnered with the Arrell_ Family
Foundation, the Breakfast Club of Canada, the Schad Foundation, the Grocery Foundation,
and Student Nutrition Ontario to launch the Healthy Students Brighter Ontario campaign to
work with local groups and businesses to encourage community involvement and to
fundraise a combined goal of $10 million.

Cathy Abraham, Ontario Public School Boards’ Association (OPSBA) President,
commented on this program, “The funding announced today is a great step towards
addressing this challenge and ensuring that all of our students have stigma-free access to
nutritious foods.”

Expanded Mental Health Supports

The DDSB is committed to creating safe, welcoming, inclusive, and respectful learning and
working spaces that promote well-being for all students and staff. The DDSB implements
the Mental Health and Wellbeing Action Plan to support the everyday mental health and
well-being of students and staff and to connect them to from, and through the pathways for
those supports. The TYC recommendations on expanded mental health supports are listed
below along with staff responses to the recommendations, including strategies already in
place at the DDSB:

Mandatory Mental Health Literacy in School Curriculum

The DDSB is implementing mandatory modules in mental health for students in grades 7
and 8 which include three modules aligned with the current health curriculum. The Early
Years Kindergarten program also introduces students to language around well-being and
self-regulation. It is important to recognize that mental health literacy is best implemented
when there is a whole school approach to mental health promotion.

Mental Health Days for Students

New for the 2023-2024 school year, the DDSB modified the ‘iliness’ attendance code for the
reporting of student absences. The code now reads as “(Al) lliness: Health and Well-Being.”

Originating from discussions at the Student Success Working Group of DDSB’s Student
Senate, the addition of ‘Well-Being’ to the illness code for student absence is a way to

Memo No. 2324:7, Request for DDSB Support of Toronto Youth Cabinet Statement
Page 2 of 4


https://thearrellfamilyfoundation.com/
https://thearrellfamilyfoundation.com/
https://www.breakfastclubcanada.org/
http://www.schadfoundation.com/
https://groceryfoundation.com/
https://studentnutritionontario.ca/
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1003590/ontario-helping-more-children-and-youth-access-healthy-food
https://www.ddsb.ca/en/family-and-community-support/resources/Documents/Mental-Health/MHWB-Action-Plan-AODA.pdf
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honour the importance of self-care and restorative personal practices. With a focus on the
presence of illness alone as a reason for student absence, we miss the opportunity to
acknowledge the many ways in which a focus on personal wellness can promote a healthy
and resilient lifestyle. We recognize that student attendance and engagement with school is
important for student success; however, we also need to recognize that for many students,
a well-placed day off to nurture oneself can actually enhance school engagement and
success. This new coding addition allows us to support student and family choice to
address their own health needs in a way that is both important and recuperative to them.

Additional Mental Health Staff

While teams providing mental health supports to students have increased somewhat
through expanded funding, this does not keep pace with increased demand and enrollment
numbers. A preferred best practice would be the adoption of a dedicated funding model for
a minimum mental health staff to student ratio that reflects the current “1 in 5” mental health
need amongst young people.

Collection and Reporting of Data on Mental Health Supports and Services in Schools

The DDSB already reports this suggested data collection to the Ministry, including number
of regulated mental health staff (social work and psychological services staff), staff
caseloads, waitlist times for services, reasons for services, and number of referrals made to
community resources.

It is important to note this data does not speak to historical and systemic structures that
have led to and continue to contribute to mental health inequities. Any changes to the
collection of data in this area must be considered alongside existing data collection
processes and careful consideration should be given to how the collection and
interpretation of data has historically been used against marginalized and oppressed
groups. A focus on volume and numbers alone in data collection and reporting shifts
focus away from the opportunities for mental health promotion and prevention in
learning environments.

In addition, the Ministry is preparing to roll out a data collection and reporting process
through the existing software used to house Inclusive Student Services student data. The
Right to Read initiative will also add a layer of data collection, analysis and reporting, and
DDSB staff will be embarking on developing a monitoring strategy for the new Multi-Year
Strategic Plan that will include data collection, analysis and reporting components.

School-Based Culturally Appropriate Mental Health Screening for all Grades:

We are committed to supporting staff to connect with students and families, to learn about
their unique perspectives, while centering identity, and honouring student voice as they
access mental health supports and services. Collaborative approaches help lead to an
improved sense of safety and belonging for students while respecting their lived
experiences and identities. The DDSB also created and facilitates programs such as
BeMe (Black Excellence Made Evident) and Project AFFIRM as part of culturally relevant
support programs.

Memo No. 2324:7, Request for DDSB Support of Toronto Youth Cabinet Statement
Page 3 of 4


https://ontario.cmha.ca/documents/child-and-youth-mental-health-signs-and-symptoms/#:%7E:text%3DApproximately%201%20in%205%20children%2Cbetter%20health%20outcomes%20in%20life
https://ontario.cmha.ca/documents/child-and-youth-mental-health-signs-and-symptoms/#:%7E:text%3DApproximately%201%20in%205%20children%2Cbetter%20health%20outcomes%20in%20life
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DDSB staff have identified some concerns around the notion of screening. Mental health
screening and the use of screening tools may occur when mental health practitioners are
working with a student, where there is informed consent, and where an intervention is being
sought. There are a variety of screeners that can be used depending on the particular
need/circumstance. However, the perception of requiring a universal screener can socialize
students to a deficit approach and shift focus away from the importance of mental health
promotion and literacy. The emphasis should always be on building capacity amongst staff
to create mentally healthy environments and caring relationships with students. Additionally,
the importance of empowering youth to be able to recognize and talk about mental health
and wellness leads to greater self-advocacy.

Staff Recommendations:

After consultations with mental health staff, concerns and comments regarding the TYC
statement have been collected and summarized above. Due to the lack of consultations
with the Ontario Public School Boards Association (OPSBA) and the concerns brought
forward by DDSB staff it is recommended that the Board does not endorse the TYC
statement on mental health.

Board staff facilitating school lunch and breakfast programs welcome the TYC statement on
food insecurity and endorse calls to further develop school lunch and breakfast programs in
the province.

Appendix A: Email request from Toronto Youth Cabinet to DDSB

Appendix B: Joint Statement on Addressing the Rising Mental Health Crisis Facing
Children and Youth in Ontario

Appendix C: Joint Statement on Addressing the Rising Food Insecurity Facing Children
and Youth in Ontario

Memo No. 20324:7, Request for DDSB Support of Toronto Youth Cabinet Statement
Page 4 of 4
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From: GILLIAN VENNING

To: GILLIAN VENNING

Subject: Toronto Youth Cabinet Statement - DDSB Endorsement
Date: November 2, 2023 9:19:39 AM

From: Stephen Mensah <stephen@thetyc.ca>

To: DOROTHY LEAVER <dorothy.leaver@ddsb.ca>

Cc: Vanessa Erhirhie <vanessa@thetyc.ca>

Subject: Toronto Youth Cabinet Statement - DDSB Endorsement

Caution: This is an external email - Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender. If this a suspicious email, please report as "Phish" in Outlook.
Hello Director Williams - Taylor,

| hope all is well. My name is Stephen Mensah, Executive Director of the Toronto Youth Cabinet
(TYC), City of Toronto's official youth advocacy body. We were established in 1998 by Toronto City
Council with the mandate of advocating on behalf of Toronto's over 623,000 youth.

| am emailing in regards to a current initiative we have been working on to address the rising youth
mental health crisis facing students in Ontario. As | am sure you may have heard, the government
has headed our various recommendations for mandatory mental health literacy in the curriculum,
mandatory mental health training for all school staff and so much more! However, there is still lots
more work to do in this area to ensure we take all the steps to improve our students' health and
well-being.

TYC, also launched our calls for a universal free school breakfast and lunch program
across Ontario schools to ensure no child goes hungry.

https://www.chch.com/advocates-teacher-unions-call-for-free-school-breakfast-lunch-for-ontario-

students/

Ultimately our request is for your school board to join the other boards across the Province in
endorsing TYC's statement and calling on the Minister of Education to

implement our recommendations more specifically Mental Health Days for Students etc etc. as well
as our statement calling for a universal school food program in Ontario. Both statements

are attached. We are requesting either yourself or the Board to send 2 separate letters to the
relevant Minister(s) and for both letters to be sent to your local MPP's.

Please let me know if you have any questions. | look forward to hearing from you soon. | am cc'ing
my assistant Vanessa who will be able to respond to any inquiries on my behalf that | may miss.

Best,
Stephen Mensah (pronouns: He/Him)

Executive Director
Toronto Youth Cabinet


mailto:gillian.venning@ddsb.ca
mailto:gillian.venning@ddsb.ca
mailto:stephen@thetyc.ca
mailto:dorothy.leaver@ddsb.ca
mailto:vanessa@thetyc.ca
https://www.chch.com/advocates-teacher-unions-call-for-free-school-breakfast-lunch-for-ontario-students/
https://www.chch.com/advocates-teacher-unions-call-for-free-school-breakfast-lunch-for-ontario-students/
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Toronto City Hall

15th Floor, East Tower
100 Queen Street West
http://thetyc.ca

The Toronto Youth Cabinet acknowledges that we are situated on the Traditional Territory of the
Haudenosaunee, and most recently the territory of the Mississauga of the New Credit First Nation.
Tkaranto is built on sacred land that is part of an agreement between Indigenous peoples and then
extended to allied nations to peacefully and respectfully care for it. By making this acknowledgment, we
are taking part in an act of reconciliation, honouring the land and Indigenous heritage, which dates back
over 10,000 years.

This email communication is intended as a private communication for the sole use of the primary addressee and those
individuals listed for copies in the original message. The information contained in this email is private and confidential and if
you are not an intended recipient you are hereby notified that copying, forwarding or other dissemination or distribution of
this communication by any means is prohibited. If you are not specifically authorized to receive this email and if you believe
that you received it in error please notify the original sender immediately.


https://www.google.com/maps/place/Toronto+City+Hall,+100+Queen+St+W,+Toronto,+ON+M5G+1P5/@43.6534829,-79.3862826,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x882b34cc6f816757:0xd7ed8cbb34050f7f!8m2!3d43.6534829!4d-79.3840939
http://thetyc.ca/
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April 24", 2023

The Honourable Stephen Lecce
Minister of Education

5" Floor, 438 University Ave
Toronto, ON M5G 2K8

RE: JOINT STATEMENT ON ADDRESSING THE RISING MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS FACING
CHILDREN AND YOUTH IN ONTARIO

Dear Minister Lecce,

We hope this letter finds you well. The COVID-19 pandemic has affected society in many ways,
especially the most vulnerable in our communities. Children and youth have been greatly
affected by school closures, isolation from peers and other supports, disconnection from
community and by the on-going changes to the way in which they attended school. As a result,
we continue to witness the devastating impact that COVID-19 has placed on the health and
well-being of children and youth.

According to the Children’s Mental Health Association, approximately 70 percent of mental
illnesses can be diagnosed before the age of 25. This makes adolescence a critical time for
mental health promotion and prevention, including early identification, and effective treatment of
mental disorders. Mental iliness is increasingly threatening the lives of our children; with
Canada’s youth suicide rate being the third highest in the industrialized world. According to data
from Statistics Canada, suicide remains a leading cause of death among children and
adolescents aged 10-14, and the second leading cause of death for youth aged 15 to 24. We
know that for Black and Indigenous youth these numbers are far greater.

According to data from the Centre for Addiction and Mental Health (CAMH), one in seven
Ontario students in grades 7 to 12 say they harmed themselves on purpose in the past year,
with one in six having serious thoughts of suicide. Research conducted continues to sound the
alarm on the growing mental health crisis that Ontario youth are facing. The time to take
vigorous and urgent action on this front is long overdue.

We acknowledge that the Government of Ontario has made some investments to address youth
mental health, however we must redouble our efforts to deal with this urgent crisis. Therefore,
we are asking you Minister Lecce, to build upon what has been done, and go further by
supporting students’ mental health in Ontario by implementing the following immediately:
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Mandatory Mental Health Literacy in the Curriculum

It is critical to ensure that all students receive the necessary education around mental
health and school boards must prioritize mental health literacy to ensure that all students
are successful. Mental health literacy will help children and youth identify signs and
symptoms to better understand their own mental health and identify when help is
needed. In addition, normalising these topics and conversations can address the stigma
around mental health that still exists among young people. There must be mandatory
age appropriate mental health literacy from K-12 in our curriculum and we must ensure
that educators have access to extensive mental health resources and on-going
professional development to support the cultural shift that we are seeking.

Mental Health Days for students.

The Government of Ontario must make changes to the Education Act to allow students
to be absent from school for mental or behavioural health reasons; under an excused
absence as outlined in the Education Act. The government must also ensure that
students who do choose to take Mental Health Days are not required to provide their
school with a doctor's note. Currently there are seven legally excused absences a
student can take from school, and while mental health may be included under the
“sickness excused absence” another category will not only emphasize the importance of
self-care and prioritizing mental health but will also aid in destigmatizing mental health
and allow for more open conversations amongst students, parents and teachers.

Additional mental health clinicians, and student support staff, such as; mental
health professionals, school psychologists, child & youth workers, social workers,
nurses, guidance counsellors, and mental health crisis intervention workers.

The current ratio of social worker/child and youth worker to student, school psychologist
to student, guidance counsellor to student and mental health worker to student exceeds
the recommended average of 1:250, 1:700 and 1:375 respectively. Not only is there a
need for additional staff, but we are calling on the province to ensure that these staff are
representative of the school populations. Access to culturally appropriate mental health
supports, will ensure that all students are able to receive the best support possible from
individuals who share their lived experiences. There is also a need to boost up
community support, to ensure that a wrap-around of services are available for students
to access to the broader system of mental health care.

Collection and reporting of data on mental health supports and services in
schools.

Currently, there is a lack of publicly available data, therefore, we are asking for a
province-wide reporting system to track mental health supports and services to ensure
that students in need receive support in a timely manner. Examples of data that should
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be included in the report are: the ratio of mental health clinician to the number of
students, how often they are available to see those students, how long student wait
times are from request of support to receiving support, how many students are
accessing support, and what students are accessing support. There must also be data to
measure the overall mental health status of students. This data should be made
available to the public and should be collected in a disaggregated way to expose hidden
trends and enable the identification of which students are more vulnerable and may
require more support.

5. School-based culturally appropriate mental health screening for all grades.

Culturally appropriate social-emotional screening should be utilised in schools and

done throughout a students’ education. Screening students in their early years will help
in early identification and intervention as well as serve as a preventive measure, with a
focus on maintaining wellness.

The recommendations highlighted above have been researched, tested and proven to improve
students’ mental health. We have seen other jurisdictions take these steps and we must ensure
here in Ontario we act on them all expeditiously. These recommendations are inter-connected,
and so acting on one without taking action on the other will be detrimental in our quest to
improve student mental health in Ontario. We must also ensure that any implementation of
these recommendations be done in consultation with students, teacher and education unions,
children’s mental health stakeholders and other relevant partners.

On January 26™ the Toronto Youth Cabinet released their student mental health survey informed
by the participation of 1,042 students from across Ontario between the ages of 12 to 19 on the
state of their mental health. The data collected provided insights into how best the provincial
government and school boards can better address the rising youth mental health crisis.

The results of our survey are as follows:

e 94.9% of students said they would be supportive of mandatory mental health literacy in
the Ontario curriculum.

e 98.2% of students said they would be supportive of mandatory mental health training for
teachers and all student-facing staff.
43.7% of students said their school does not have a mental health professional.
79% of students said they struggled to access mental health support in schools.
67.7% of students said access to BIPOC mental health workers is important to them.

The full details of the survey can be found on the Toronto Youth Cabinet website.
We acknowledge that the government recently took steps to commit to mandatory mental health

training for educators and we thank them for listening to students' voices. An overwhelming
majority of students surveyed indicated they support this initiative. It is essential that all staff are



156

able to not only recognize when a student needs mental health support, but is able to
appropriately respond in urgent situations. The province must guarantee that schools are
provided with the sufficient resources and funding to ensure that staff are trained and are able to
support students' mental health concerns.

Young people made it clear that a prerequisite to their academic success is good mental health.
Together we the underlying signatories, stand in solidarity and demand action on the
recommendations highlighted. Thank you Minister Lecce for your attention on this matter. We
hope for immediate action on this.

CC: Premier of Ontario Doug Ford
Associate Minister of Mental Health and Addictions Michael A. Tibollo
Minister of Health Sylvia Jones
Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Education Patrice Barnes
Leader, Official Opposition, Marit Stiles
Education Critic, Chandra Pasma
Mental Health and Addictions Critic, Lisa Gretzky
Health Care Critic, France Gélinas

Sincerely,

Toronto Youth Cabinet

Ontario Student Trustees Association (OSTA-AECO)

Ontario English Catholic Teachers Association (OECTA)

Ontario Secondary School Teachers Federation (OSSTF)

Association des enseignantes et des enseignantes franco-ontariens (AEFO)
People For Education

Wellesley Institute

Jack.org

Youth Wellness Hubs Ontario

©ooNDORrWDN =~

NOTE: Toronto Board of Health during their April 17, 2023 meeting endorsed this statement.
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May 24", 2023

The Honourable Michael Parsa

Minister of Children, Community and Social Services
7" Floor, 438 University Ave

Toronto, ON M5G 2K8

The Honourable Stephen Lecce
Minister of Education

5" Floor, 438 University Ave
Toronto, ON M5G 2K8

RE: JOINT STATEMENT ON ADDRESSING THE RISING FOOD INSECURITY FACING
CHILDREN AND YOUTH IN ONTARIO

Dear Minister Parsa and Minister Lecce,

We hope this letter finds you well. Ontario and all parts of Canada and North America are
seeing a cost of living crisis, with rising inflation and unaffordability of basic necessities. In
Canada, food inflation is at 10.6% as of February 2023, more than double the rate of overall
inflation.

According to a 2022 report by Feed Ontario, 30 percent of food bank clients are children and
youth under the age of 18. A study by the University of Toronto on food insecurity found that 1 in
5 children are food insecure in Canada. In Toronto according to the Daily Bread Food Bank and
North York Harvest Food Bank, 1 in 4 of their users were children in March. The first time in 25
years.

Ontario is facing a calamitous hunger crisis that calls on the government to act, and act urgently
to address it. In Ontario the base funding of $28 million for student nutrition programs has
remained consistent since 2014, despite the cost of food having increased dramatically over the
last decade.

Across the province student nutrition programs are at a breaking point, with many having to
reduce meals given to students or close down operations despite increased demand by schools.
No young person should go hungry, but the simple truth is that far too many children are. The
ramifications of food insecurity are far-reaching and have a profound impact not only on the
health and well-being of individuals, but also the quality of education they receive. Simply, we
can not expect a hungry student to do good in math, be focused and attentive, happy and ready
to learn.
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We acknowledge that the government took steps last year to mandate food literacy and nutrition
across all grades and into the science curriculum to ensure students are taught and more
knowledgeable of the benefits of locally grown food, different approaches to agriculture and so
much more. However, it is indefensible to solely learn about food and its benefits, while being
deprived of accessing it yourself.

That is why the Toronto Youth Cabinet and all underlying signatories are calling on the Province
of Ontario to provide a universal free school breakfast and lunch program to all Ontario
students. The province must also guarantee that schools are provided with the sufficient
infrastructure, resources and funding to hire and train staff who will be responsible for preparing
these nutritious meals.

In a province as wealthy and abundant as Ontario, it is unacceptable to have children be
deprived of their right to food and adequate nutrition in supporting them to reach their full
potential. Although | recognize that with rampant inflation, the government will be wary of
increased spending, a universal school food program has the huge potential to support families
in a meaningful way who are facing unprecedented financial pressures. The benefits of such a
program are far-reaching, not only is it a cost-effective way to drive economic growth by
investing in local Ontario farmers and producers and creating a healthier society, it has proven
to contribute to increased student achievement, reduced absenteeism and increased health
promotion.

Thank you Minister Parsa and Minister Lecce for your attention on this matter. We hope for
immediate action on this. Let us continue to work towards making Ontario’s publicly funded
education system much stronger, more equitable and the best in the world!

CC:  Premier of Ontario Doug Ford
Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Children, Community and Social Services
Logan Kanapathi
Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Education Patrice Barnes
Leader, Official Opposition, Marit Stiles
Children, Community and Social Services Critic, Monique Taylor
Education Critic, Chandra Pasma

Sincerely,

Toronto Youth Cabinet

Food Banks Canada
Breakfast Club of Canada
Feed Ontario

Daily Bread Food Bank

North York Harvest Food Bank

ook wd -~
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7. Food Share Toronto

8. Food Secure Canada

9. Second Harvest Food Rescue

10. Coalition for Healthy School Food

11. Ontario English Catholic Teachers Association (OECTA)

12. Ontario Secondary School Teachers Federation (OSSTF)

13. Association des enseignantes et des enseignantes franco-ontariens (AEFO)
14. Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario (ETFO)

Food Banks Banques alimentaires Breakfast

. Canada Canada C LU B
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REPORT OF THE SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Thursday November 9, 2023, 6:30 P.M.

ROLL CALL:

Eva Kyriakides, Association for Bright Children (ABC) SEAC Chair
sensaRAneb Burrell, Autism Ontario — Durham Chapter

Tara Culley, Durham Down Syndrome Association

Rowin Jarvis, Learning Disabilities Association of Durham Region
Elizabeth Daniel, Member at Large

Morgann Cameron, Member at Large

Charmain Brown, OPVIC Ontario Parents of Visually Impaired Children
Jennifer McLaughlin, Sawubona Africentric Circle of Support

Trustees: Kelly Miller Debora Oldfield

Staff: Superintendent, Andrea McAuley
System Lead, Michelle Crawford-Eade
System Lead, Conor Jinkinson

Recording Secretary: Lisa Wry

Call to Order:
SEAC Chair Eva Kyriakides called the meeting to order at 6:45 p.m.

Land Acknowledgement:

SEAC Chair Eva Kyriakides advised that the Durham District School Board acknowledges that
many Indigenous Nations have longstanding relationships, both historic and modern, with the
territories upon which our school board and schools are located. Today, this area is home to
many Indigenous peoples from across Turtle Island. We acknowledge that the Durham Region
forms a part of the traditional and treaty territory of the Mississaugas of Scugog Island First
Nation, the Mississauga Peoples and the treaty territory of the Chippewas of Georgina Island
First Nation. It is on these ancestral and treaty lands that we teach, learn and live.

DDSB Human Rights & Equity Statement

The Durham District School Board recognizes Indigenous rights are distinct. In the exercise of
those rights, Indigenous staff and students shall not be subject to action with the aim or effect
of depriving these distinct rights.

The Durham District School Board is committed to learning and working environments that
centre human rights and equity and are safe, welcoming, respectful, equitable, accessible,
inclusive, and free from discrimination.

min nov 9, 2023.docx
ek:lw
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Report Special Education Advisory Committee (cont'd)
November 9, 2023

Welcome Guests: Adam Fitzpatrick, Senior Manager Therapeutic Recreation-Abilities
Centre, Melissa Cook, Vice-Principal David Bouchard P.S., Tracy Running, Principal-O’Neill
CVvI

Regrets: Charmain Brown, Jenn McLaughlin, Trustee Deb Oldfield.

Absent: sensaRAneb Burrell

Approval of Agenda:

That the agenda for November 9, 2023, be approved:
MOVED BY: Tara Culley SECONDED BY: Kelly Miller
CARRIED

Approval of the Minutes from October 19, 2023:
That the minutes from October 19, 2023, be approved:

MOVED BY: Kelly Miller SECONDED BY: Rowin Jarvis

CARRIED
Staff Reports:

Administration:
A presentation was made to the DDSB Standing Committee on November 6, 2023 which
focused on:

The Ministry of Education’s recent launch of Priority Program Memorandum (PPM) 169-
Student Mental Health for implementation by all school boards January 2024. Embedded
within the PPM 169 are expectations resulting in students having the knowledge and skills to
understand and support their mental health, ongoing access to high quality mental health
services that provide appropriate supports for their individual needs.

The Ministry of Education PPM 169 Student Mental Health outlines eleven expectations all of
which are aligned to our District’s three-year Mental Health and Well-Being plan and our one-
year Action Plan for 2023-2024.

Presentation to the Board of Trustees included a look at the Social Emotional Learning (SEL)
Program in our schools as well as and the Black Excellence Made Evident (BeMe) Program.

The Inclusive Student Services (ISS) Impact Update Volume 4-Psychological Services
(Attached below) was shared in the SEAC package and Dr. Sara Schleien Senior Manager
and Clinical Lead of Psychological Services sent a video outlining to roles of ISS
psychological services team and included the following information:

e This year we have had training along with the Social Work team around Trauma
informed practices. This learning focuses on the best possible care for all students.
The school year started with professional learning for our SERTSs that included:
Academic assessments

Mental Health First Aid

Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training (ASIST)

Page | 2
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Report Special Education Advisory Committee (cont'd)
November 9, 2023

e Behaviour Management Systems (BMS) Training

Dr. Schleien thanked SEAC members on behalf of Psychological Services for their services to
the students and families of the DDSB.

System Lead Conor Jinkinson shared with SEAC that Wednesday November 15, is
Classroom Support Staff Appreciation Day, highlighting the DDSB professionals in the roles
of:

American Sign Language (ASL) Interpreter
Educational Assistant (EA)

Intervenor

Language Acquisition Support Worker

SEAC members were provided an opportunity to send messages of appreciation.

Board: Trustee Kelly Miller shared with SEAC members that Board of Trustees received
presentations and information Monday November 6, 2023 at the Standing Committee meeting
the focus was on the Multi Year Strategic Plan. A special Board meeting was also held on that
same date which resulted in further censoring of Trustee Stone.

Presentation

Adam Fitzpatrick, Senior Manager Therapeutic Recreation-Abilities Centre joined members
to highlight the partnership between the Abilities Centre and the DDSB with a focus on the
Summer Therapeutic Recreation Program and the Therapeutic Recreation in the Schools
(TRIS)

Therapeutic Recreation in the summer started during the summer of 2022. The DDSB supplied
2 EAs all summer.

e Therapeutic Recreation (TR) utilizes functional intervention, education, and recreation
participation to improve well-being, physical and mental health as well as functional
capacity for individuals.

e In the 2022-2023 school year, Therapeutic Recreation in the Schools (TRIS) was
delivered to over 170 students, supporting over 60 educators. Over a single semester
of programming, 80% of TRIS students increased their competence and developed
important skills such as interpersonal communication, coping, and leadership skills.

e Summer therapeutic recreation 2023 supported 36 students and their families. Staffing
included two DDSB Educational Assistants within the program team.

Open Discussion

9.1 SEAC Survey Results/ISS DRAFT Impact Update Volume 4.
¢ Important to have it verified as soon as possible.
Members took time to review the ISS DRAFT Impact Update and made minor adjustments.

9.2 Parent/Caregiver Engagement Event — Tentative date April 10, 2024
¢ Before the pandemic SEAC was planning a parent/caregiver engagement event
o After the SEAC Survey we decided to move ahead with an event this school year.
e Suggestion of a hybrid model, - communication team would need to support.
Page | 3
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Report Special Education Advisory Committee (cont'd)
November 9, 2023

¢ A planning committee would be needed.

¢ Possible to have a couple of workshops — parents/caregivers and students
separately.

o Levels of support available

e Separate email to be sent to members about forming a committee.

e Proposed format: a central space to start and then move out to break out spaces and
then return as a group for final wrap up.

MOTION: THAT SEAC HOST A PARENT/CAREGIVER ENGAGEMENT EVENT ON THE
EVENING OF APRIL 10, 2024

MOVED BY: Tara Culley SECONDED BY: Morgann Cameron

CARRIED
Business Arising from the Minutes

e Letter to the Ministry — Skilled Trades
o There have not been any updates to the letter shared at the October meeting.
o Letter will be recirculated by email to members.

e SEAC membership update - SEAC motion for the alternate representative for Autism
Ontario was unanimously approved by Board with thank you to Trustees Miller and Oldfield

Association Reports & Committee Reports
N/A

Correspondence
N/A

Community Concerns

e Suggestion to have SEAC easier to access on the DDSB website.
¢ Rowin Jarvis had questions around the literacy program and implementation.

Superintendent Andrea McAuley shared the following:
o The DDSB literacy team is multi-departmental that cooperatively plans together.

¢ As the literacy support program is being implemented, we are keeping a coaching model
to move the curriculum and understanding.

e The literacy leadership team is confirmed to present to SEAC in January 2024.

Celebrations & Successes

System Lead Michelle Crawford-Eade shared an upcoming ISS event - Life Beyond High
School — DDSB and Community Partners.

Tara Culley shared a moment to celebrate her son - Adam turned 17 a couple of weeks ago.
He and his long-time friend had their first conversation/social interaction. All the work he has
put in is paying off.

Page | 4
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Report Special Education Advisory Committee (cont'd)
November 9, 2023

15. Next S.E.A.C Meeting- December 14, 2023

16. Adjournment

That the meeting does now adjourn at 7:48 p.m.
Adjournment called by SEAC Chair Eva Kyriakides

MOVED BY: Tara Culley SECONDED BY: Elizabeth Daniel

CARRIED

Report respectfully submitted by:
Eva Kyriakides, SEAC Chair

Table 1- Action Plan

ACTIVITY RESPONSIBILITY COMPLETION

Redistribution of letter to the Eva Kyriakides
Ministry early skilled trade start

ASAP

Create a committee to organize
the parent/caregiver engagement
event

Eva Kyriakides

ASAP

min nov 9, 2023.docx
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Durham District School Board
400 Taunton Road East, Whitby, Ontario L1R 2K6

! . Phone: 905-666-5500; Toll Free: 1-800-265-3968
Ignite Learning

February 7, 2024
To: Mayor of Ajax and Council members
From: Durham District School Board

Briefing Note: Durham District School Board Enrolment, School Capacity, Growth and Future Plans in the
Town of Ajax

Executive Summary

Durham District School Board (DDSB) is appreciative of ongoing engagement and collaboration with the
Town of Ajax. Overall, student enrolment and school capacity in Ajax are currently stable, with some
pressure points in some schools that are both over and under enrolled. Enrolment projections over the
next 5 to 15 years based on registered plans of subdivision and Regional and Municipal development
forecasts project a modest growth in new students.

Some areas of Ajax are experiencing new residential development and of note, Eagle Ridge PS is
experiencing enrolment pressures with 11 portables on site and students who will need to be
accommodated at a partner school. The DDSB is moving towards building a new school (Unnamed
Coughlan PS at Stannardville Dr and Hurst Dr) that is anticipated to serve a portion of this community in
addition to some students residing in Pickering. DDSB staff have engaged with Town of Ajax staff as part
of the planning approvals process to expedite moving forward with this school site to meet timelines for
a 2025-2026 school year opening.

Although student enrolment originating from the Castlefields development area has historically been
low, the DDSB appreciates being aware of future development plans in the area. The DDSB’s long-term
planning includes a provision for a new school on a DDSB owned site in this community. However, as
existing partner schools currently have excess capacity, there is a possibility that a capital priorities
submission to the Ministry of Education seeking approval for a new school may not be approved as
there are certain criteria that must be met.

There is limited registered growth currently in Ajax and as DDSB has been very successful in receiving
funding for and constructing new schools in Ajax in recent years. As a result, there are currently no
immediate new school needs for the municipality other than the Unnamed Coughlan PS build. The DDSB
owns two additional elementary school sites in Ajax that may be required in the future as residential
development slowly continues. The DDSB will continue to work collaboratively with the Town of Ajax in
monitoring new development plans and student enrolment as planning for schools is a continual
process.

ﬁ m @DurhamDistrictSchoolBoard @DDSBSchools ddSb.Ca
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Ajax School Facts

There are currently 23 elementary schools and 3 secondary schools serving the Town of Ajax.
Currently operating schools in Ajax were built between 1951 (Pickering HS) and 2021 (Rosemary
Brown PS).

There is a total 186,517.42 m2 of facility space on 75.24 hectares/185.85 acres of land to
accommodate Ajax students.

As of the 2022-2023 school year, there were 11,740 elementary students in Ajax and 5,011
secondary students. Actual enrolments for the current year have not been finalized as yet.

Enrolment and Capacity - Existing

The Town of Ajax student enrolment and school capacity are currently stable overall, with some

pressure points, including schools both over and under enrolled.

Eagle Ridge PS is accommodating growth from development lands to the north of the school
(north of Rossland Road) with a current utilization of 160% and 11 portables on site.

Viola Desmond PS, currently with 5 portables on site, has a utilization rate at 126% for
enrolment within its own boundary and is projected to increase in enrolment, with 3 additional
classrooms needed through to 2027.

Other schools including Dr. Roberta Bondar PS and Rosemary Brown PS are under enrolled and
have current and projected enrolment that utilizes approximately 50% to 70% of the school
capacity.

Similar to the area north of Highway 401 highlighted above, in the south area of Ajax, there are
schools with surplus capacity, including Duffins Bay PS with 54% utilization. Other sites have
little available capacity such as Carruthers Creek PS and Southwood Park PS.

Long term, the declining enrolment in parts of Ajax will need to be addressed and may be
managed through processes such as closure/consolidation (at a time when the Ministry allows
for Accommodation Reviews to potentially close or consolidate a school), school partnerships,
boundary adjustments or the relocation of specialized programs to better balance the
enrolments.

Like Ajax’s elementary panel, secondary school enrolment and capacity is stable through to
2025. As new development occurs through the conversion of lands and infill, it is expected that
secondary enrolment should also experience growth.

Growth Forecast

The DDSB has developed its 15-year growth forecast to identify future schools and school sites as

required under the Ministry of Education’s Education Development Charges legislation. The

determination of enrolment growth in this 15-year forecast is based on discussions with the Region’s

Planning & Economic Development staff, the Region’s Annual Building Activity Review reports 2018-
2022, Envision Durham, the Region’s Official Plan, Table 2 — Country Residential Subdivisions; the
Region’s Growth Management Study — Phase 2 Area Municipal Growth Allocations and Land Needs,

2051, Appendix A of the Region’s 2023 Development Charges study; the Region’s Annual
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Subdivision/Condominium Activity reports 2019-2022; and the Town of Ajax Official Plan Consolidation
October 14, 2022 and Open Data Subdivision plans; as well as the Town’s 2022 Year-end Report on new
development projects prepared by Planning & Development staff. The sources used in the development
of the DDSB’s enrolment growth forecast are all approved regional or municipal sources identifying
future growth plans.

Based on these sources and using a weighted and blended pupil yield by development type, DDSB
anticipates development and enrolment projections from new development as follows:

Table 1 -5 and 15 year Growth Forecast for Planning

Ajax South and Centre 5 years- to Student Yield | 15years—to | Student Yield
2028/2029 2038/2039

Single and Semi-detached 70 36 107 55

homes

Multiple Units including 1,330 409 1,716 527

townhomes

Apartments and Stacked 4,732 80 17,610 299

Townhouses

Ajax North

Single and Semi-detached 27 13 27 13

homes

Multiple Units including 96 30 96 30

townhomes

Apartments and Stacked 0 0 0

Townhouses

When identifying the need for a new school, the DDSB, as with all school boards, considers development
with Registered Plans of Subdivision over a 5-year period as these developments are within the
immediate future. Longer-term development identified in the most recent and approved Regional and
Municipal development forecasts helps in the identification of the need for new school sites within an
Official Plan. This information is also considered and highlighted as part of our long-term planning.

When looking at projected enrolment based on future development, the DDSB, as a Commenting Body,
considers the availability of space in nearby schools to address immediate and future needs. This helps
to determine whether students from new developments may be accommodated permanently in existing
schools or temporarily with the creation of growth boundaries until such time that there is justification
in enrolment need to apply for Ministry of Education funding to build a school for the community. The
DDSB's planning practice is to build sustainable enrolment schools to accommodate 513 to 634 students
depending on the site size previously identified in an Official Plan. These school sizes are considered
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optimal from a program and an accommodation perspective that provide sufficient flexibility to
accommodate peak enrolment growth until the community begins to age and enrolments stabilize.

2023-2024 Ajax Growth Boundaries and Partner Schools

New residential developments have required the designation of growth boundaries and partner schools
to accommodate students from new development areas. Staff continue to monitor designated partner
schools for Ajax to determine how to best serve the communities impacted.

Table 2 - Current Ajax partner schools identified by development name

Development Name Elementary Partner Schools Secondary Partner Schools

Shoal Point Bolton C. Falby PS Students attend home
secondary school

Shoal Point Carruthers Creek PS Students attend home
secondary school

Duffin's Village, Stonebury Gate Eagle Ridge PS Students attend home
secondary school

Stonebury Gate, The Enclave Alexander Graham Bell PS Students attend home
secondary school

Castlefields Lincoln Alexander PS Students attend home

secondary school

Duffin’s Village/ Stonebury Gate

Eagle Ridge PS is holding development growth of over 200 students and is approaching portable capacity
on site. For the 2023-2024 school year there are 11 portables on site and the use of an alternative space
to accommodate the enrolment. Continued new development in this area has required the
establishment of a growth boundary. Students registering at Eagle Ridge as of January 29, 2024, who
reside north of Rossland Road on the east side of Church Street will be attending AG Bell PS. Over the
next year, there is a potential for approximately 35 students from this development area to be
accommodated at AG Bell PS.

Shoal Point

The 284 students residing in the Shoal Point Development have been enrolled at Bolton C. Falby and
Carruthers Creek PS since 2018-19. The number of students from this area, for the development
currently approved, is insufficient to support a Capital Priorities business case. DDSB does not have an
option for a site in this development, although a site is identified in the Official Plan (OP) and would be
purchased when the need for a new school is supported. The DDSB was notified in December 2023, that
the landowner of the identified school site is currently at the OLT (Ontario Land Tribunal) regarding OP
amendments and Zoning By-law amendments related to proposed high density development in the
area.
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Castlefields

Students from the Castlefields development have attended Lincoln Alexander PS prior to 2018-19;
however, enrolment from this area has been historically low. As a result, a new school on a site owned
by the DDSB continues to be a long-term plan as development continues to increase and generates new
enrolment.

Future Growth Boundaries

Viola Desmond PS is also reaching its maximum number of portables permitted on site. The school is not
a partner school and has minimal new residential growth within boundary. In this case, it has been
observed that many families have larger and younger families. It is projected that this in-boundary
enrolment growth will continue over the next five years. A boundary revision or redirection/overflow of
future registrations will be monitored and implemented when required.

Building a New School in North Ajax

The DDSB is now moving towards building a new school in North Ajax. The Unnamed Coughlan PS
(Stannardville Drive and Hurst Drive), a 536-pupil place school scheduled to open for the 2025-2026
school year, is located within the Ajax neighbourhood north of Rossland Road and east of Church Street.
It is anticipated to serve this community as well as the Creekwood Community in Pickering currently
attending Valley Farm PS and Valley View PS. This new school will support students coming from new
development who are currently in the identified partner schools - Eagle Ridge PS and AG Bell PS. The
opening of the new school will provide enrolment relief for the two Ajax partner schools.

Future School Construction

There are two undeveloped elementary school sites owned by DDSB in Ajax in addition to the Unnamed
Coughlan PS site:

e Unnamed Ajax PS (Rushworth Drive/Hollier Drive) — “Castlefield Site”
e Unnamed North Ajax PS (Williamson Drive West/Harwood Avenue North)

There is limited registered growth currently in Ajax and as DDSB has been very successful in receiving
funding for and constructing new schools in Ajax in the recent past, there are currently no immediate
new school needs for the municipality other than the Unnamed Coughlan PS build.

Development Proposals and Future Planning

Medallion Development

This proposed development by Medallion, highlighted in recent correspondence from some Members of
Council, originated in 2017 with a proposed 1,304 units to be constructed. There was an Official Plan
Amendment (OPA-17-A1) and a Zoning By-law amendment (Z1/17) to which DDSB responded at the
time that there were no concerns with student accommodation.
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The Medallion development, at the corner of Audley Road and Rossland Road, is for one 15-storey and
four 8-storey buildings along with 53 townhouses. However, until the road (Audley) widening project is
complete, only 353 units can be constructed and occupied. Medallion has registered plan approval for
353 units currently — 300 apartment/condominium units and 53 townhomes. With approval to proceed
on the 353 units, we can anticipate 79 elementary students once these units/townhomes start closing.
This will add some enrolment pressure given that the current partner school for this area, Lincoln
Alexander PS, is fully utilized. Another partner school, currently under enrolled, may be identified to
accommodate this growth until the full development is approved and registered.

With the approval and registration of the full 1,304 units, a yield of 269 elementary students would be
expected, confirming a need for the Unnamed Ajax PS (Rushworth Drive/Hollier Drive). When this full
development moves forward, the growth currently accommodated outside of the neighbourhood and
this projected growth would generate sufficient students for an average 513 pupil place school. Should
all the units proposed as part of this development be approved and registered, there is still a possibility
that a capital priorities submission to the Ministry for a new school may not be approved as the existing
partner schools will have excess capacity as students move to a new school in their home community.

Other Developments

Currently, Ajax’s development plan does not include developments large enough to support additional
new school construction. All registered plans, and designated growth included in the municipal and
Regional OPs has been included in our 5- and 15-year projections.

When new communities are developed and families move into their new home, the school designated
for that neighbourhood is often not yet built as the approval, funding, and construction period can be
lengthy. In some cases, it could take seven to ten years after the construction of new homes for a new
school to open. Funding for new school construction is provided by the Ministry of Education when
school boards provide business cases under the Capital Priorities Funding program. A funding request
must meet the Ministry of Education’s requirement of all nearby schools occupied at 100% school
building capacity or greater and the proposed new school will also be operating at 100% capacity upon
opening. The assessment of funding need is based on evidence of strong enrolment growth over a 10-
year period.

Conclusion

Although student enrolment is relatively stable in the Town of Ajax, there are some areas of new
residential growth and the DDSB will continue to work collaboratively with the Town of Ajax in
monitoring new development plans and student enrolment as planning for schools is a continual
process.

Sources for Development Forecast used in 2024 EDC Submission as Related to Ajax Development

e Discussions with staff of the Regional Municipality of Durham’s Planning & Economic
Development Department.;
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e Region of Durham Annual Building Activity Review reports 2018-2022; Region of Durham
Building Permit Activity reports 2018-2022;

e Region of Durham May, 2023 Envision Durham for population, household and employment
allocations by municipality 2021 to 2051;

e Region of Durham Official Plan Table 2 - Country Residential Subdivisions;

e Durham Region Growth Management Study — Phase 2 Area Municipal Growth Allocations and
Land Needs, 2051 prepared by Watson & Associates Economists Ltd.;

e Region of Durham 2023 Development Charges Study — Appendix A prepared by Watson &
Associates Economists Ltd.;

e Region of Durham Annual Subdivision/Condominium Activity reports 2019-22;

e Town of Ajax Official Plan Consolidation October 14, 2022 and Open Data subdivision plans;
2022 Year-end Report on new development projects prepared by Planning & Development staff
and Subdivision/Condominium activity summary;

Contact Information

Robert Cerjanec
Executive Lead, Strategic Initiatives and External Relations
Robert.Cerjanec@ddsb.ca

David Wright
Associate Director, Corporate Services
David.Wright@ddsb.ca

ﬁm @DurhamDistrictSchoolBoard @DDSBSchooIs ddSb.Ca


https://www.facebook.com/DurhamDistrictSchoolBoard/
https://ca.linkedin.com/company/durham-district-school-board
https://www.instagram.com/durhamschools/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/DDSBSchools?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
mailto:Robert.Cerjanec@ddsb.ca
mailto:David.Wright@ddsb.ca
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Ignite Learning

Dates of Significance, February 2024

February 2024

Black History Month
Psychology Month

February 2: Imbolc

February 2: Groundhog Day

February 10: Lunar New Year

February 11 : International Day for Women and Girls in Science

February 12:
February 13:
February 14:

February 14:
February 14:

February 14-March 28 :
February 15 :

February 17:
February 19:

Kindness Awareness Week
Great Prayer Festival (Tibet, Buddhist)
Ash Wednesday

Valentine’s Day

Basant Panchami/Saraswati Puja (Hinduism)
Lent

National Flag Day of Canada

Random Act of Kindness Day

Family Day

February 20: World Day of Social Justice
February 21: International Mother Language Day
February 28: Pink Shirt Day

March 2024

Social Work Month

Bangladeshi Heritage Month

Hellenic Heritage Month

March 8: International Women’s Day
March 8: Shivratri (Hinduism)

March 8 — 15 March Break

March 11: Ramadan begins

March 14 : Pi Day

March 14: Irish Heritage Day

March 18 — May 4:

Orthodox Lent

March 19: Spring Equinox

March 20: Eostre

March 20: Shunki-Sorei-Sai (Shinto)

March 21: Nowruz

March 21 : World Down Syndrome Day

March 21: United Nations International Day for the Elimination of Racial

Discrimination



March 23:
March 23:
March 23:
March 24
March 24:
March 25:
March 26:
March 29:
March 31:
March 31:
March 31:

Crossing Guar eciation Day
Atheist Day Si*ar

Earth Hour

Purim (Judaism)

Palm Sunday

Holi (Hinduism, Sikhism)

Purple Day for Epilepsy

Good Friday

National Indigenous Languages Day
International Transgender Day of Visibility
Easter Sunday
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	Vincent Massey Public School
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	Appendix C4 VMPS General Comments from Community
	The following community comments and suggestions did not provide sufficient information for staff to analyze.
	An information report to commence the boundary process was presented at the December 4, 2023, Board Meeting. The public consultation commenced December 5, 2023, and was extended through to January 19, 2024, to provide more than 6 weeks of time to prov...
	A Public Meeting (Webinar) was held on December 12, 2023, and a second Public Meeting (Webinar) was held on January 17, 2024, to provide information to the community and receive input. Staff collected community feedback until January 19, 2024, through...
	Previously closing and consolidating schools was a terrible decision. The remaining schools now have portables.
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	Open Kindergarten Spaces at French Immersion schools to Accommodate additional Students.
	When undertaking a boundary review, all grades are involved in the review to ensure sustainable enrolment is achieved resulting in a reduction in the enrolment pressure experienced by students already at the school under review. The French Immersion p...
	The DDSB is not supportive of splitting families by sending new Kindergarten students to another school. Busing our youngest and vulnerable students to another school is not preferable and long-term does not alleviate enrolment pressures as this optio...
	Originally there was a public school site at Kettering Drive and Fleetwood Drive. What is the status of this site, and could a school be built here to relieve pressures at VMPS?
	DDSB did not purchase the school site near Kettering Drive and Fleetwood Drive.  New schools are typically built to accommodate a sustainable enrolment of more than 600 students.  There is not enough new development in this part of Oshawa that would r...
	Build A New School
	New schools are funded by the Ministry of Education.  DDSB’s request for funding is based on sustainable new growth of over 600 students to justify the need to the Ministry of Education. The Ministry of Education has clear criteria for funding request...
	Realignment of attendance boundaries is a way to ensure all schools are being effectively utilized for pupil accommodation.
	In general, new school construction funding approval from the Ministry of Education is not guaranteed with an initial request.  This could take two or three years of re-submitting such an application.  Once approval is received, allowing for municipal...
	In North Oshawa there is the need and supporting new growth to justify the need for a new school, however the growth around VMPS and other more centrally located schools is not great enough to justify and potentially secure funding to build a new scho...
	VMPS was not designed structurally to accept a second floor.  Modifications would be significant and lengthy, and result in the school population being relocated for the duration of construction.  If there was justification to add classrooms, DDSB wou...
	Before requesting funding for a new addition, DDSB is required to consider, and implement, where possible, solutions that efficiently utilize all available school space.  A boundary revision is an immediate solution to address the enrolment pressures,...
	Does DDSB still own the former Athabasca PS? If so, it could be renovated and re-opened.
	DDSB does not own the former Athabasca PS property.
	Send Any Future Students to Gordon B Attersley PS or Forest View PS
	Sending future students residing in the VMPS attendance area to either Gordon B Attersley PS or Forest View PS would not result in resolving the existing enrolment pressure. This suggestion is broad and implies that all future students from existing h...

	Appendix D.Regulation School Boundaries.From Board Website








